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damned slighting! Appalled 
To the Editor: 

I must say that I am quite ap
palled by Jeff Nisewanger's 
story in the Feb. 24 issue of the 
Lance. Af{er our interview, I 
knew your story would not be a 
glamorous one, but why be so 

Mr . Nisewanger, had you 
transcribed from the interview 
the entire story I gave you, I'm 
sure there would nQt be such an 
uproar over our policy. First, the 
sign on our door asks, not warns 
against, students to please re
frain from seating inside. This 

applies, as most of the students 
are aware, to the 45 minute 
lunch hour each day. May I 
point out that I stated ; "We can 
not refuse to let the students in- · 
side. We are happy to serve 
them as the main purpose of our 
business (as with any business) 
is to make money. However we 
ask that students not sit inside 
due to limited space and that 
with such a conglomerate of 
people it tends to discourage 
others (non-students) from en
tering." It would seem that the 
students are mature enough to 
accept the policy since it has 
been in effect for some time and 
with the exception of a few ex
treme cases, we have had no 
trouble with the effects of the 
policy -during the lunch hour. 

policy, but put yourself in our 
place and maybe then you will 
be able to see why we had to 
take the action that we did. I can 
only hope your fellow classmates 
will continue their patronage de
spite your acerbity. 

Carol Greenwood 
Employee, Sugar Shack 

don't care about anything ex
cept, of course, themselves. 
People with no opinions because 
they don 't like to think. People 
who 'd rather fade into TV 
reefer, a twelve-pack or imita
tion love. 

We need people to be for or 
against something. It doesn't 
really matter which, as long as 
they ' re thinking , learning , 
changing as they learn. Yasenak 
thinks. Moulding thinks. I think 
that's wonderful. 

As for the cartoon published 
in the same issue, I must say 
that it is quite libeling and per
sonally I can not fathom why or 
how the advisor for your paper 
could possibly allow such out
right garbage to be printed. It is 
such an erroneous drawing that 
its legality is questionable. 

Suppose we were to consider 
the Missoula Fire Safety Code; 
the. maximum seating capacity 
for the Sugar Shack is only about 
20, how many students usually 
come over for lunch? Also con
sider us girls behind the counter. 
With so many people inside and 
outside for that matter, it gets to 
be pretty hectic but we try to 
make the hour as enjoyable as 
possible. I know quite a. few of 
the students and would like to 
continue seeing them. 

So Jeff, I'm sorry that you 
have such a negative view of our 

Good thinking 

To the Editor: 
Ian Moulding and Terry Yase

nak, as evidenced in a recent 
issue of Lance, are opposites. 
One might say pessimist and op
timist, though both would proba
bly quibble over such easy la
bels. 

Nonetheless, Moulding looks 
at the world , sees all the in
justices, insanities, absurdities , 
and wants change. Only an idiot 
would deny many changes must 
be made if we're to survive. 

Yasenak asks for a positive 
outlook for the simple reason 
that despair doesn't do anyone 
good. One needs to believe in 
something in order to battle for 
what's right. That much also 
seems clear. 

Society, here at Hellgate and 
" out there ," needs 1111 the 
Mouldings and Yasenaks it can 
get. Probably Moulding and 
Yasenak need each other , 
though a mutual-admiration so
ciety is a little difficult to pic
ture at this point. 

Still, I'd like to see them in 
the same camp, united against a 
real enemy, those people who 

Greg Lenihan 
English Department 

Thank you 

Editor's note: This letter was 
s.ent to Principal Don.Harbaugh, 
who requested it be published in 
the Lance. 
Dear Don : 

Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to meet with Hell
gate High School students. The 
students were very enthusiastic 
and asked excellent questions. It 
was very obvious that Hellgate 
High School has talented govern
ment teachers. 

Thanks also for the passes to 
the Hellgate-Sentinel basketball 
game. That had to be one of the 
most exciting high school basket
ball games I've ever seen, and I 
congr-atulate you and the Hell
gate Knights for your excellent 
team. 

With best personal regards, 
Max Baucus 
Senator 

A paradox of rights, responsibilities at 18 
In 1971, an amendment was added to 

the constitution which gave the right to 
vote to any 18 year old American citizen. 
It states: "The right of citizens of the 
United States . .. to the vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States 
or by any states on account of age. " 

More recently, the government has 
decided to once again require males to 
register for the draft within 30 days of 
their 18th birthdays. 

With these two decisions, 18 year old 
men and women are given two of the 
most crucial responsibilties citizens of any 
country must live up to. They must help 
to decide the leaders in all levels of gov
ernment. They must also be ready to de-

fend their country, possibly even die for 
it. 

At age 18, teen-agers are also held re
sponsible for any crime they may commit, 
and can be sentenced if convicted, as 
adults. 

Obviously the American public be
lieves that 18 year olds are old enough to 
shoulder these big responsibilities and 
many more. But for some reason, 42 
states don 't think that being 18 is old 
enough to buy any sort of alcohol at all. 
Does this mean that although 18 year olds 
can be held accountable for a murder, 
they can't be held accountable for their 
drinking habits? 

For some reason, in five states, a man 

or woman must · be 21 years old before 
they can be married without parental con-

. sent. Does this mean 18 year olds who 
have the knowledge and faculty to vote, 
cannot decide for themselves whether to 
marry the person of their choice? 

For some reason, in Colorado, a per
son must be 21 years old before he can be 
granted a full , unrestricted driver's li
cense. Does this mean an 18 year old per: 
son has the judgement to possibly man 
firearms in a war but not the judgement 
to drive? . 

What it comes ~own to is this : On 
your 18th birthday American society ex
pects you to be able to kill and vote, but 
nothing else. 
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