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Above left: Senior Mike Martin signs name to a basketball. Martin played his Hellgate suffered its first loss of the season againist Big Sky, 59-4 7. 
last home basketball game as a Knight last Thursday against Anaconda. 
Below left: Hellgate head basketball coach Eric Hays shows his frustration with a 
referee call during the closing minutes of the first half during a game with Big Sky. 

Right: Seniors, Eric Sprunk (32). Mike Martin (42), and Jim Huggins (24) all scram
ble for the lost ball during a fast break against Anaconda. Hellgate closed out its 
regular season at home with an impressive win over Anaconda, 74-45. 

Hellgate basketball team has disappointing · road trip 
By David Woodbury 
Journalism I 

After a 15-0 start the Hellgate 
J{nights basketball team had to 
win only one of their last three 
games to clinch their second 
consecutive first place finish in 
the Western AA. 

That's exactly what they did 
with a convincing 74-45 vfctory 
over the Anaconda Copperheads 
in the Hellgate gym. 

The game marked the return 
of senior Jim Huggins who 
missed three games with an 
ankle injury. Huggins hit five of 
six field goal attempts on his 
way to a 13 point night. 

' The Knights led 19-10 at the! 
end of the first quarter. They 
quickly increased the margin to 
25-10 with two buckets by Eric 
Sprunk and one by Huggins early 
in the second quarter. 

Hellgate's 2-3 zone defense 
held Anaconda to just four 
points in the second quarter all 
scored by junior Scott Hurley. 
Hurley had ten points in the first 

half but llellgate lead 33-14. 
The Knights continued to 

dominate the Copperheads after 
halftime, a team that took Hell
gate through four overtimes be
fore losing to the Knights in 
Anaconda. 

Hellgate outscored the smaller 
Copperheads 41-31 in the second 
half and coasted to victory. 

Sprunk finished with a game 
high 21 points while Hurley and 
Tom DeTonancour paced the 
Copperheads with 14 each. 

The game was the last one to · 
be played in the Hellgate gym by 
the nine seniors on the team. 

Earlier in the week Hellgate 
saw their dreams of an unde
feated season vanish with a 59-47 
loss to the Big Sky Eagles. 

Eagles 6'8" center Larry 
Krystkowiak dominated the 
Knights on his way to a 20 point, 
18 rebound performance. 

Hellgate jumped out to a 6-0 
lead with lay-ups by Sprunk, 
Greg Olsen and sophomore 
Trevor Maier. The Knights led 

at the end of the first quarter 8-
5. In the second quarter the Ea
gles battled back to outscore the 
Knights 14-11, tying the score at 
19 at halftime. 

Big Sky took the lead for good 
early in the third quarter with a 
15-foot jumper by Paul Lindqu
ist making the score 23-21. Hell
gate stayed close trailing by just 
two, 29-27, but Big Sky scored 12 
straight points to lead 41-27. 
Chants of " 15 and 1" rang out 
from the Big Sky section. 

The Knights fought hard 
throughout the fourth quarter 
but could come no closer than 
ten. Sprunk led Hellgate with 19, 
Maier, starting in place of the in
jured Huggins, scored 12. 

Hellgate closed out the regular 
season with a 75-65 loss to the 
Havre Blue Poinies in Havre. 
Hellga~e led the game 3-2 on 

three free throws by Mike Mar
tin. Havre took the lead for good 
at 4-3 with a basket by Robin 
Christopherson. Christopherson 
scored nine of his game high 26 

points building Havre a 13-7 first 
quarter lead. 

The Blue Ponies spread their 
offense forcing the Knights to 
extend their 2-3 zone defense. 
This continually opened the 
middle for penetration by the 
Havre guards who then dished 
off passes to Boyd Burtch and 
Christopherson for easy scores. 
Havre outscored Hellgate 19-11 
in the second quarter to ad 32-18 
at the half. 

The Knights opened the sec
ond half in a man-to-man de
fen.se but couldn 'fstop the Blue 
Poities. Havre's lead went as 
high as 21 on two occasions in 
the third quarter. The score at 
the end of three was 52-34. 

Hellgate finally untracted their 
offense in the fourth quarter 
outscoring Havre 32-23. Maier 
scored 13 of his 17 points in the 
final period. Maier had six field 
goals in the quarter, two of them 
double-pump desperation shots 
in heavy traffic. 

But the Knights could come 
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no closer than eight points . 
Sprunk led the Knights with 18 
while Dan Tabish joined Maier 
at 17. 

Hellgate finished their season 
16-2 overall and 12-2 in league 
play. 

HELLGATE 74 ANACONDA 4~ 
Hellgate 19 12 2419 74 
Anaconda 10 414 1745 
Hellgate : Maier 2. Tabish 2. Marlin 5, Sprunk 21 , 
Foley 9. Smilh 10. Hangas 6" . Olsen 6, Huggins 
13. 
Anaconda : Lemelin 2. DeTonancour 14, Grubich 
1. Hurley 14. Hatcher 2. Laughlin 2. Manson 3, 
Ungaretli 2. Lester 5. 

BIG SKY 59 HELLGATE 47 
Hellgate 8 118 20 47 
Big Sky 5 1416 24 59 
Hellgate : Maier 12. Tabish 6. Marlin 4. Sprunk 
19. Foley 2. Olsen 4. 
Big Sky : Lindquist 16, Krystokowiak 20, Adams 
12. Banaugh 5, Aimi 4. Grover 2. 

HAVRE 7~ llELLGATE 65 
Hellgate 7 1116 31 65 
Havre 13 19 20 23 75 
Hellgate : Maier 17, Tabish 17 , Marlin 5, Sprunk 
18 . Foley 2. Smith 2. Hangas 4. 
Havre : Burtch 12. Christopherson 26, Darlington 
10. Cole 7. Elliot 6. Wynne 4, Gatzemeier 4, N.,. 
well 4. 


