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~'Adult' crimes deserve 'adult' penalties 

By Julie Burk 
Assistant Editorials Editor 

_ When is a juvenile no longer a juvenile? 
- With the conservative mood of many 

Americans, the court system is being 
forced to reexamine the way in which it 
treats minors. Many believe that the court 
system reflects a traditional and outdated 
belief in the innocence of children. This is 
naive, considering that many pre-teen
agers are hard-core cri11_1inals who have 
been sentenced for murder, rape, and 
armed robbery. Juvenile who commit 
"adult" crimes should no longer be 
treated as children. 

Nine states nave no limit at all. In most 
states, however, 14-16 year olds are eligi
ble to be tried as an adult, but many legis
latures are under pressure to lower the 
age limit. 

As it is, juveniles get off relatively easy. 
~metimes they are put in a detention 
home, but are usually just put on proba
tion. Probation is only a token measure -
it accomplishes nothing. Most young of
fenders continue with their lawless ways. 
Detention homes are not better. Accord
ing to "Time", Andrew Vachss, director 
of the Juvenile Justice Planning Project 
said, "They (detention centers) are noth
ing more than crime factories and sodomy 
schools." 

quency sterns from American society. For 
too many years, Americans have pushed 
aside the problem of delinquency, attrib
uting it to the fact that "they're just chil
dren. They don't know any better." This 
ignorant attitude has allowed youths to 
think they can do whatever they want re
gardless of other people's rights. They 

· know they can get away with criminal 
- acts without being severely punished. 

However,_ there is a big problem con
cerning where to put the young criminals. 
In state after state, prisons have been 
swamped with newly sentenced adult in
mates, increasing the burden of the coun
try's already overcrowded facilities. This 
glut has been caused mainly by new laws 
requiring prison terms for serious crimes. 

Although putting minors in adult pris
ons won't help them, it won't really 
hinder them either. Prisons certainly do 
not rehabilitate, but neither do detention 
centers. In fact, the recidivism rate in 
both institutions is extremely high. There
fore, Americans should first decide what 
they want their prisons to accomplish. 

If people are seriously interested in re
habilitating criminals, a new way must be 
devised. Prisons should be meant to pun
ish people because it is obvious that they 
do a poor job of rehabilitation. In any 
any case, ·the question of juvenues in 
adult prisons should be resolved. Other
wise, the U.S. will continue to be increas
ingly terrified of its young. 

In fact, many state legislatures have 
really been cracking down on young of
fenders . Vermont's new age limit is ten. Much of the problem of juvenile delin-

PRETZEL LOGIC 
With a little pretzel logic . 
~------------------------------------ian ~oulding 

Lately I have been receiving 
much criticism about my seem
ingly sardonic outlook on life. 
People have been saying I'm too 
negative, that I have no school 
spirit, and in a recent letter to 
the editor of the Lance, Terry 
Yasenak called my column a 
"negative space filler. " · 

Well, I would like to take this 
opportunity to explain ·my ac
tions. True, I do tend to write 
about negative subjects, and also 
true I don't give praise where 
praise is due (E.G. our #1 Pep 
band, our excellent basketball 
and volleyball teams, the drama 
departments recent production 
of Pride and Prejudice, the 
Chevaliers outstanding perform
ar.ce last weekend). 

I'm sorry I never mentioned 
these various organizations be
fore , and I promise I will never 

mention them again! You see, 
there are those who feel that 
highschool should be all fun and 
frolic, school plays and basket
ball games, I wholeheartedly 
agree . One 's teenage years 
should be fun and care-free, un
fortunately, however, mine have 
not been. 

For some reason , whenever I 
start to have fun , I start to worry 
about something. One of my 
friends might say, "Hey Ian, 
let's go out and drink some beer 
this weekend." And I think, 
"Beer, hmmm, draft beer. Oh 
no, I gotta register for the draft 
this weekend! " 

Although some kids may be
lieve i.n the "No brain, no pain" 
method of sailing through high 
school, I for one can't do it. The 
day-to-day insanities are con
stantly plagueing my thoughts 
unti.l they seem to make a 

roundabout sort of sense, a kind 
of Pretzel logic if you will. Bla
tant examples of pretzel logic 
are all around us, such as a 
president who says we need to 
eliminate chemical warfare by 
building a massive arsenal of 
chemical weapons. 

What I'm trying to say is this: 
The world out there, the real 
world, is a scary and dangerous 
place. However, if you confront 
the harsh realities of life early 
on, they will be that much easier 
to accept (or rebel against!) 
when they apply to you. 

I feel that there are more sig
nificant topics to write about 
than the cheering section at bas
ketball games or the revival of 
pep club. 

I can 't tell you what to think, 
but hopefully, with a little pret
zel logic, I can get you to see 
things more my way. 
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Today's learning: All for a grade 
_ By Martha Roberts 

Editorials Editor 

Our form of "learning" starts 
in kindergarten when the 
teacher brings out her little gold 
stars and begins giving them out 
to the students who learned 
their ABC's. It becomes a little 
more advanced in grade school 
and turns into the A,B,C,D,F 
system, but basically it all adds 
up to the same thing - educa
tion for a "good grade." 

Today's school system is based 
on grades, scores and points. 
Valuable time is wasted just tak
ing tests and correcting them. 
Students are forced to spend 
hours memorizing and cramm
ing information and facts so that 
they can spit them out for a test. 
A week later most of that infor
mation is forgotten . What pur
pose does this serve? 

We seem to have an uncontrol
lable desire to lable everything. 
Students in the United States 
learn early how to compare 
themselves to everyone else. 
There is a standard of " intelli
gence', which is measured by 
how well one is able to play the 
"grade game". People who are 
able and willing to memorize in
formation for tests which they 
forget in a week, are not really 
learning very much. 

Out of the tremendous desire 
to get good grades, also comes 
the practice of copying and 
cheating. There is much pres
sure to be "successful" in socie
ty 's eyes. Actually there is NO 
real way to define " intelli
gence." Most tests cannot even 
touch on a person's creativity 
and personality, his or her 
unique experiences and feelinsg . 

We have all been judged by ttie 
grades we achieve and neatly 
stacked into impersonal catego- ' 
ries (smart, average, and dumb.) 

All sense of what "learning" is 
REALLY for is lost through 
grading. Learning should be fun . 
It is a process that starts when 
we are born and continues to 
happen throughout our lives. By 
broadening our experiences and 
thinking about the world , we 
learn how to make decisions, to 
take care of ourselves and others 
and to accomplish what we want • 
in life. 

Grading creates pressure , ; 
which only causes problems. It 
does not "encourage" people to · 
work harder. It distracts every
one (teachers and students) from 
what the REAL purpose of 
school is, NOT to get a "good 
grade" but to learn. 

This issue's First 
National Bank Top 
Teen is Nan Kuen
zel. Nan has played 
basketball for four 
years, volleyball for 
three years and has 
been in track for 
three years . Nan ' Nan Kuenzel 
won the Most Valuable Player award last fall and 
has been the co-captain of the varsity volleyball and 
basketball teams senior year. Nan has also been 
the Universal Athletics- XT-93 athlete of the week . 
She is a member of National Honor Society with 3.8 
GPA. Nan is in the Top Twenty of her class and was 
listed in Who's Who in American High School 
Students. Nan participates in Key club and enjoys 
Ch()ir and skiing. 
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