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Hellgat~ students engage in the classic chase scene while playing 
Assassm. 

Game for moronic minds 
By Lori Getter 
Assistant News Editor 

In the past year we've seen many attempted 
and fatal assasinations such as President Ronald 
Reagan, Pope John Paul II, and the late Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat. We at Hellgate are more 
fortunate than anywhere else in the world, for we 
can have the pleasure of witnessing an assasina
tion every da)t at noon. We get to watch the stu
pidity of a moron shooting his assigned target 
with a squirt gun. 

The game "Assassination" has been played at 
Hellgate for a few months . The so-called object of 
the game is to shoot your target that was assigned 
to you by the "big boy" of the children. It sort of 
sounds like the games you played in pre-school 
right? 

We have been crying to our friends , parents, 
and others, that we don 't get enough respect and 
responsibility and that we should be treated as 
adults. Here we have the classic example that it 
only takes a few to wreck everything. We have 15 
to 18 year olds playing childish games. What is so 
ironic is that those few who choose to be pre
schoolers are usually those who cry the most that 
they're not being treated like adults. 

We complain that our high school administra
tion is treating us like babies with having closed 
campus and having to get a hall pass before leav
ing the classroom. We really don't have any right 
to complain, we are being treated unfairly be
cause we deserve it. We have a minority of chil
dren here who need a teacher to hold their hand 
while walking down the hall so they don't get lost 

\ 

and have to carry a toy around with them like a 
teddy bear. Could it be that these people are 
afraid of growing up? 

Various players have been quoted as saying the 
games relieves their frustrations. Well what are 
these people going to do when they are out of 
high school and they want to relieve their frustra
tions, are they going use their squirt gun or a real 
gun? 

Robert Simonis, in a recent article in the Lance 
said that we would like to see faculty members 
get involved in the game. That is kind of a far
fetched idea. Our faculty are respected adults and 
do not need to lower themselves down to that 
level of childishness. 

Our administration has not done a very good 
job of stopping the assassinations. Since it 's 
against school policy for a squirt gun to be on 
school property , I would think they would try to • 
stop the game before it gets way out of control. 
Instead of just confiscating the guns when they 
catch someone with one, why not have tougher 
punishment such as warning for the first time 
caught and in-school suspension for the second 
confiscation. Secondly go to the so called "game 
master" and have the game stopped since it is 
breaking school policy. 

With the game stopped maybe we can start get
ting treated like adults with respect around here. 
Until then we are stuck with watching children 
play with their toys. If they're not willing to give 
the game up they can go back to grade school 
where they are free to play their games. In the 
end it is an infantile game for moronic minds. 

Notifying parents results in more pregnancies 
By Martha Roberts 
Editorials Editor 

Teenagers' right to privacy 
was seriously threatened• by re
cent actions of the U.S. Depart
ment of Health and Human Ser
vices. The DHHS proposed regu
lations that would require feder
ally funded family planning 
agencies, such as Planned Par
enthood, to notify the parents of 
minors (under 18) who receive 
birth control from them. 

Because of much public out
cry, DHHS he>~ temporarily with-

U.S. troops 
By Ian Moulding 
Staff Writer 

The parallel which many once 
thought to be invisible is now 
becoming painfully clear. Com
munism (the Russians) Vs . de
mocracy (the good ol' U.S of A.) · 
on neutral territory, a grim deja 
vu of a small skirmish that took 
place less than 20 years ago the 
jungles of Vietnam. 

As it stands now, Amenca has 
poured $125 million in foreign 
aid into El Salvador along with 
50 American advisors . The 
Ameri can military ha s a lso 
trained a special "elite squad" 
of Salvadoran soldiers compara
ble to American Green Berets. 

Last week, when addressing 
Congress , Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig said that there 
were no American troops or 
plans for Americans to go to El 
Salvador. It would be absurd , 

drawn the regulation, possibly 
with the intention of changing it 
into a more acceptable form. 

Behind this proposal are such 
conservatives as the new activity 
director of the Office of Family 
Planning, Margery Mecklenburg, 
who was an anti-abortion activist 
prior to her appointment as di
rector. Their attempt to limit 
teenage sexual activity through 
regulations on birth control will 
result, on the contrary, in great
er numbers of teenage pregnan
cies . 

The director of Missoula 
Planned Parenthood, Bob 
Smith, claims, "Probably 80% of 
the teenagers who come into 
Planned Par~nthood feel they 
can't talk to their parents." If 
family agencies are forced to no
tify parents, a majority of the 
teenagers would stop coming in 
for birth control, according to 
Smith. Twenty-five percent of 
the clients at the Missoula 
agency are 19 years of age or 
younger. 

Currently, the federal govern-

• 1n El Salvador by 1985 
however, to say that America is 
not directly involved in the war 
in El Salvador when Salvadoran 
soldiers carry M-16's and use 
military strategies plotted by 
American generals. 

The situation in El Salvador 
grows hotter each day. Last 
week, an American press van 

"We will not floun
der (in El Salvador) 
like we did in Viet
nam." 

was attacked by guemUa sol
diers lobbing hand grenades and 
fi ring automatic weapons . Also, 
two photographers from News
week were injured when they ac
cidentally set off a land mine 
with a stick. 

In reality America is very 

much involved in the war in El 
Salvador. Recently, Haig was 
quoted as saying, " We will not 
flounder (in El Salvador) like we 
did in Vietnam." If there are no 
troops going to El Salvador, then 
how could we not flounder as we 
did in Vietnam? 

If Haig had his way, there 
would be American troops utiliz
ing limited nuclear weapons in 
El Salvador tomorrow. Fortu
nately, Congress has started to 
question what America is doing 
in El Salvador, and many con
gressional representatives have 
stated that we should spend no 
more time in El Salvador, and 
even pull out existing aid . 

Hopefully, Congress will be 
able to learn from history, some
thing which Haig seems unable 
to do. If history repeats itself, 
however, there will be American 
troops in El Salvador by 1985. 

ment emphasizes through Title 
X that federally funded family · 
pla_nning agencies "encourage 
family j)articipation" in counsel
ing and decisions about teen
agers' birth control. Missoula 
Planned Parenthood encourages 
teenagers to think of who~ they 
can talk to, family or friends, 
about receiving birth control. 

The problem with forcing the 
notification of parents is that 
teenagers who would otherwise 
be responsible, take care of 
themselves and get birth control, 

are scared away. Parents and 
other adults have to recognize 
that teenage sex is not going to 
disappear. Parents have to be 
open minded, and they have to 
TALK with their children about 
sex honestly. If unwanted preg
nancies are to be avoided, trust 
and responsibility should be 
devloped, trust that if teenagers 
become sexually active, they 
WILL be responsible and use 
birth control. 
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