
In the spotlight, Hellgate 
students show off their 
talents at the first annual 
student senate student- 
/ teacher talent contest- 
... page 5.

Hellgate Knights cleaned up 
at te Western AA divisional 
tournament, March 11-13. 
See coverage story ... page 
13

Take state Knights!

"Let's make a Dope Deal" 
and other hits by Cheech 
and Chong reviewed- 
...page 6.

The Pig Sty Scum Urinal and 
the Konah Inquirer make 
their debut at Hellgate. 
Check out centerfold John 
Engen... pages 8 and 9. 
(and 10 and 11 and 12)

Hellgate Principal Don Harbaugh and junior George Boifeuillet both agree that Hellgate is #1. The Hell- 
gate Knights boys's basketball team took first place in the Western AA divisional basketball tournament 
in Missoula. March 11-13. The Knights are now at the state tournament in Billings.

Kraft takes superintendent job; 
first task to meet with staffs
By Andy Gary
News Editor

Dennis Kraft of Aberdeen, 
South Dakota announced his ac
ceptance of the position as the 
new Missoula County High 
School superintendent Tuesday.

Kraft is replacing George M. 
Zellick who is retiring in June. 
Zellick has been superintendent 
of MCHS since 1970.

Kraft said he plans to arrive in 
Missoula in July. “The area 
(Missoula) is beautiful, and I will 
be proud to be a Missoulian,” he 
said.

He said after spending only 
one day in the area he really 
wasn’t familiar with the school 
system, and needs input from 
people. He said the first thing he 
plans to do is meet both teachers 
and administrators from all four 
schools and “get their 
thoughts.”

Kraft noticed a “cautious be
havior between teachers and ad
ministrators” during his visit 
and said he hoped to “pull

people together. What we need 
to do is look ahead instead of 
looking back (referring to the 
teachers’ strike last spring).”

Kraft is presently superintend
ent of a small (around 1400 stu
dents) school district in Aber
deen, S.D., which involves kin
dergarten through high school 
students.

“I am going to miss the con
tact with elementary school chil
dren, but I will be able to con
centrate on one age group (high 
school students) which is an ad
vantage to the student,” said 
Kraft.

He said he feels it is very im
portant to be in contact with the 
students as well as teachers and 
administrators. “Students are 
the first priority,” he said, 
“every discussion and decision is 
based on the students.”

Kraft said he plans to attend 
student senate meetings and will 
“drop in for lunch” at each of 
the schools. “I’m not much of an 
eater, but I will sit and talk with

the kids.”
He also mentioned in South 

Dakota occasionally students are 
invited to lunch with the super
intendent to discuss school poli
cies and problems. Kraft was in 
favor of introducing this idea to 
Missoula and said he feels it is a 
good way to keep administration 
and students in contact with one 
another.

“Every school has its own 
identity,” Kraft said of the social 
and economic differences be
tween the four Missoula schools 
and the Vocational Technical 
center, “which is okay to en
courage, but at times we have to 
remember it is a community, 
and stay together.”

“I believe in change — if the 
people want it and it is good for 
the students, let’s change it,” he 
said. “I’m willing to talk to any
body. Occasionally we’ll dis
agree, of course, and I’ll say why 
I disagree, but I’m not disagree
able.”

School, city 
might share 
joining land

By Jeff Nisewanger
Staff Writer

The MCHS Board of Trustees 
is asking voters to approve a spe
cial mill levy for $388,500 to 
raise money to buy 2.8 acres of 
land for activity fields for Hell
gate. The land is four blocks 
from the school; and is adjacent 
to land recently bought by the 
city for park land.

The nearly three acres is not 
enough for the six lane running 
track and football field the dis
trict wants so they negotiated 
with the city of Missoula to use 
part of their ten acres of land 
which is across the street.

Thursday, March 18, the city’s 
Ad Hoc Open Space Committee 
decided to approve an agree
ment for joint use of the land.

Under the agreement the dis
trict would get the use of 1.5 
acres of city land in return for 
clearing, landscaping, and main
taining the entire playing field- 
park area.

The nearly three 
acres is not enough 
for the six lane run
ning track and foot
ball field....

The city bought former rail
road track land which is covered 
with weeds and telephone poles.

The district is buying its 2.8 
acres of land from Nelson-Wil
son Exxon distributors. That 
land currently has a warehouse 
and six 20,000 gallon storage 
tanks on it.

Some students had questioned 
the expense of the land, around 
$100,000 per acre, but trustee 
Kermit Schwanke disagreed.

“Basically, looking at land 
values, it is not that far out 
line,” he said. “We are kind of 
at die end of the line ... and 
this thing is sitting there.”

Schwanke said no other ap
propriate land is available near 
the school.

MCHS Superintendent, George 
Zellick, said “This land is the 
last opportunity for Hellgate.”

He also noted that other areas 
of land in Missoula are being 
sold for far more per acre.

Schwanke said the original 
offer of the district to Exxon 
was around $250,000. The Exxon 
offer, he said, was $425,000.

James Nelson, part-owner of 
the land, said he wanted to sell 
his property because it would 
conflict with the park the city 
wants to develop. He also said 
he is concerned about storing 
gasoline and other flammable 
chemicals near a residential 
area.

Nelson said he realized the 
land in the area was going to be 
developed into a park and he, 
“just didn’t want to go against 
the tide.”


