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An unidentified person walks along the Clark Fork River at Caras Park. 

Public favors 7 -period day 
We "listened to the public," said board mem

ber Rutq Card about the April 25 public hearing 
on the possibility of a seven period day next year. 
Card stressed the fact that "the meeting was care
fully structured not to resemble a school board 
meeting." It was a hearing to allow public input 
so that the· board members know what the public 
wants. The public voiced their opinion and dis
cussed kinds of programs their kids have taken. 

The main issue was reflected by everyone at the 
meeting. They all agree that a seven period day 
would allow the student to take more elective 
classes to obtain a greater advantage out of educa
tion. 

One student at the meeting pointed out that five 

periods were already consumed by required 
courses, leaving only one period for an elective 
class. This poses a problem for college-bound stu
dents who would like to take a class which may 
supplement them in their future career. 

They also agree that the students don't have 
enough in-school study time. The extra period 
would provide them with some space to move. 
Card said that the students could take a study hall 
to allow for extra help and use of library mater
ials. 

Board member David Alt pointed out that the 
seven period day offered a greater flexibility in 
scheduling and an easier opportunity to take elec
tives. 

Teacher contract 
negotiations 'amiable' 

Both sides in the negotiations 
for a new teachers' contract say 
the talks are going smoothly. 

Teachers and district negotia
tor Shirley Rosengren say the 
talks have been "amiable" so 
far. A negotiator for the teach
er's side, Sentinel teacher Bill 
Bradford , said the talks are 
"fine so far. " 

The spokeswoman for the 
teachers' negotiating team, Hell
gate business teacher Cleo 
Baker, said the teacher's and the 
district have settled the teacher 
evaluation process and will prob
ably settle most leave issues in a 
meeting Monday, May 3. 

However, Baker said the 
teachers and the district have 
not yet discussed the matter of 
money. 

Baker said the deadline for 
placing all proposals on the table 
is Monday, May 3. 

The negotiations were delayed 
_ for almost three weeks by mu

tual agreement so that the dis
trict negotiators could meet with 
the new board of trustees. 
Rosengren said she met with the 
board on April 19. She said the 
new board expressed their tel
lings about the talks but " there 
wasn't that much variation in 
terms of directions" for how tQ 
proceed. 

There have been five negotiat
ing sessions so far, according to 
Baker. 

Baker said she expects the 
new contract will be negotiated 
by the end of the school year. 

No opposition for 
student body offices 

Juniors Mike Bellusci and 
Andy Gary have becQme next 
year's student body president 
and vice president without being 
elected. No one else signed up 
for the two jobs, according to 
Assistant Principal Ken Colbo. 

Colbo also said no one had 
signed up to run for the senior 
class officer positions. 

" I'm surpised that nobody 
would want to" run for the sen
ior class positions, Colbo said. 

Asked why he decided to run 
for president, Mike Bellusci 
said, " I've always planned on 
running since my freshman 
year." 

Bellusci said his first priority 
for next year is " to see if we 
could get a vending machine to 
rai,se . .. more money for stu-

dent senate." 
He said his second major goal 

is to strongly enforce the attend
ance rules in student senate. 
"Under Monte Bryant's admin
istation things fell apart because 
of lack of interest,". he said. 

Bellusci said that in the past 
that senators were allowed three 
unexcused absences and were 
then impeached or asked to re
sign. He said that under Bryant 
this had not been done. 

Asked if he had wanted an op
ponent for the president's job he 
said, " I was really disappointed. 
I would have really liked to have 
opponents - most of all to get 
in front of the students and let 
them know what. Andy and I 
want to do ." 

Unforgettable fire of Hiroshima 
Miyoko brings survivors message 

Hiroshima survivor Miyoko Matsubara tells her message of 
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love to Hellgate students. 

By Lori Getter 
Staff Writer 

Soft-spoken Miyoko Matsubara 
had captivated her audience in 
tears last week, when she spoke 
to Hellgate students about her 
experiences in Hiroshima when 
the atomic bomb exploded. Mat
subara was accompanied by Bar
bara Reynolds, a long time anti
nuclear activist, who also gave 
her warning about nuclear war. 

Matsubara, who lives in Hi
roshima, came to the United 
States to talk about her tragic 
experience. H~r voyage started 
from Seattle and she is headed 
to New York City to plea before 
the United Nations to stop the 
nuclear arms race. Her tour 
which she calls the "Unforgetta
ble Fire" is to show the horrors 
that happened when the United 
States dropped the first atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima August 6, 
1945, with slides and drawings 
that survivors made. 

Matsubara's own experience is 
scarred in her mind though she 
says she tries to forget that expe-

rience but finds that sne cannot. 
" I was twelve years old and I 
was working on the student 
labor battalion picking up pieces 
of broken tile. I heard a fire 
alarm go off and I turned and 
saw a huge mushroom on fire. I 
was one mile away from the cen
ter of the explosion. I felt a very 
sharp flash and I lost concious
ness ." 

Matsubara says that she 
doesn't know when she regained 
consciousness and that she saw 
grayness around her. "When I 
awoke, I saw gray clouds. I 
couldn't see or feel the injuries 
on my body except for when I 
tried to raise myself and the skin 
on my hands came off like a 
glove." 

She then climbed over the 
rubble and corpses and went to 
the river where there she 
jumped off the bridge. "The 
water was a relief to my body. 
There were many people m the 
water and on the banks crying 
for help. There were many bod
ies floating on the river. " 

When Matsubara got out of 

the river and laid on the bank, 
someone came and took her to a 
large circle where she received 
medical aid . She had received 
second and third degree bums 
from the blast. One week later 
she experienced loss of hair. Out 
of the 280 students she was 
working with, only 55 including 
herself survived. In Hiroshima 
over 75 ,000 pPople were killed. 

Matsubara says - she comes 
with "peace -and love in her 
heart and soul" and that she 

·came here to tell everyone the 
message of the survivors of Hi
roshima. "T~ey want no one else 
to ever have the experience they 
had with the bomb. They do not 
want the same error to ever hap
pen again. Some of the survivors 
are still in hospitals and will al
ways be there until they die, so I 
cannot sit still," she said. 

The meaning of Miyoko Mat
subara 's message of love is that 
printed on a memorial for the 
victims of the atomic bomb on 
Hiroshima which reads, "Rest in 
peace for we will not repeat the 
sin. " 


