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Fishy tales by Hellgaters: 
By Monte Bryant 
Sports Editor 

It's that time of the year again. It's time to get 
out those worn out sneakers and grab the nearest 
fishing pole and head for your best fishing hole. 
Yes, it's one of America's oldest past times, fish
ing! And if you don't catch anything, who.carE7,? 
It's just a good excuse to "get away from It all . 

It was this big ... 

"I do it (fishing) ) because it's relaxing and I get 
great enjoyment out of the sport," said drivers 
education teach Larry Bicha, " It offers me the 
chance to get away from the classroom and from 
other people and be by myself." 

Many people enjoy the sport for different rea
sons. 

Sophomore Denise McCracken like to fish be
cause, " It's something to do." 

" I like it because it's something to do in the 
summer. It's something you can do by yourself 
and you don't have to listen to anyone," said 
sophomore Heidi Connole. 

"Of all the elements on the earth, water at
tracts me the strongest. Water is a mystical ele
ment and when I fish and catch something, I 
touch something at the heart of it," said English 
teach Robin Hamilton. 

Senior Dave Elmore said he liked to fish be
cause of the satisfaction he gets out of catching 
big fish . . · . 

English teacher John Whalen sa.d he likes to 
fish because of the challenge he receives from the 
sport. 

" I fish because it's a good time to drink beer 
because it's hot out," said senior Bruce Mix, " It 's 
also a good time to get a good tan." 

Senior Vern Sharp said, "I like to fish because 
it's a good challenge. I think it's fun to be out in 
the outdoors. And it's also a good place to be 
alone to think." 
" It's good mental therapy," explained English 

teach Wayne Seitz, " It gets my mind off other 
things that might be bothering me." 

Like fishermen all across the country, each and 
every fisherman has his or her own way of catch
ing the most fish or that ever present ' 'big one". 

"The only way to fish is to use flies because 
that makes the sport more challenging. When you 
use a fly it gives the fish a chance to get away. 
When a person uses a fly the sport becomes more 
of an art," Whalen said. "Also when you fly fish 
you get to watch the action of the fish when it 
strikes." 

"I use marshmallows and parts of other fish to 
catch Rainbow trout when I go fishing in 
Flathead Lake," said McCracken. 

Sharp like fly fishing for the simple reason that 
it's harder. 

" I like fly fishing, it's harder. It 's a lot more fun 
seeing the fish take your fly, instead of feeling the 
bite under water." 

Bicha on the other hand likes the simple 
method of using bait. 

"I like bait fishing because it's less expensive," 
Bicha admitted , " I don't have enough talent to tie 
my own flies ." 

Hamilton said, " I mostly dry fly fish and on oc
casion use a wet fly. The most important part of 
fishing is the strike," explained Hamilton, " It's 
the moment of the strike where the excitement is. 
Netting and eating the fish , however pleasurable, 
is really anticlimactic. 

. Every fisherman has his or her own favorite 
fishing place. Sharp and Whalen like fishing Rock 
Creek. McCracken and Elmore enjoy Flatlhead 
Lake. Hamilton like the Mission Mountain lake 
area. Seitz likes Monture Creek, and Bicha likes 
the Big Hole Battle Field area. But junior Brad 
Strosahl doesn't know what he likes. 

"It depends what kind of mood I'm in," Stro
sahl said. 

Every fisherman has at least one good fisher
man story in them, true or not, they are always 
fun to listen to. 
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"One time I was fishing with a friend out on 
Flathead Lake," McCracken explained, "We cast 
out into the lake and we thought our line got 
caught on something. Suddenly the line gave a 
yank, and the fish pulled so hard that it turned 
our boat over. That had to have been a big fish." 

Seitz said, "When I was in eighth grade. My 
co11sin and I were fishing and we saw something 
moving in the grass so we got scared, so we 
started running with our fishing equipment on so 
we could get away from what ever it was. We had 
just got our fishing gear off when I looked down 
and saw the same thing moving in the grass right 
by us. So again we started running to get away 
from what ever it was. After a while we saw what 
had been behind us that had been scaring us so 
bad. It was a wup~" of forest service mules that 
apparently got lost an.! they were following us to 
find their way out." 

No matter what kind of bait, fly or spinner a 
person uses, fishing should be given a try. It may 
be just what the doctor ordered. 
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