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Hellgate: A school where people care 
As the end of the school year looms 

near, seniors begin to feel a mixture of 
emotions, joy at having almost completed 
high school, and sadness that it is almost 
over. Graduation marks the beginning to a 
new phase of life, but it also marks the 
ending of an old one. It is the ending of all 
the effort, work and time spent at Hell
gate High School. 

Hellgate is a unique school. It is filled 
with such a variety of people, who are in
terested in learning and are concerned 
about the outside world and its problems. 
It is unusual to have so many "teen-age" 
students who think about the threat of a 
nuclear war, who care about our natural 
environment and who are concerned 
about social issues that affect teenagers. 
In part, this may be stimulated by the 
wonderful teachers Hellgate has. Many of 
Hellgate's teachers are concerned about 

these issues themselves, and they bring 
the information into their own class 
rooms and into the school. Most of Hellg
ate's teachers really care about their stu
dents and are interested in what they have 
to say. They don 't try to put themselves 
above their students. 

concerned about p_ep assemblies and 
school spirit.) 

Of course some of the irritating "tra
ditionally" styled high school can still be 
seen around Hellgate. Much time is 
wasted taking attendance and being con
cerned about whether absence is excused 
or unexcused. Senior skip day seemed to 
be a major traumatic experience for the 
administration and most of the teachers. 
The concern about drunk driving was jus
tifiable, but not all students spend their 
free time going to keggers. There are also 
some students at Hellgate that have the 
"traditional" interests. (They are highly 

If a person ignores this though, and 
really looks around at Hellgate, they can 
see how unusual a school it really is. 
There is a general acceptance of people 
who are different. People can dress as 
they choose (even wear garbage bags) and 
be themselves without feeling peer pres
sure. Boys and girls can be real friends, 
without being labeled. Most importantly 
though, Hellgate students are permitted 
to freely express themselves. The Lance is 
an example of this freedom. It is truly a 
student paper, and it is allowed to report 
on all issues that it feels affect Hellgate's 
students. Basically, the purpose of a 
school is to educate and to serve its · stu
dents. Hellgate does the job very well. 

-Martha Roberts 

(RESPOttSC)~-----
Sickening 

To the editor : 
I am a senior at Sentinel High 

School, and the other day I went 
to Hellgate for lunch. While I 
was in the building someone 
used a sharp object to scratch 
the custom paint job on my 
truck. The selfish attitude of 
some of the students is really 
kind of sickening. It was 
crowded outside so there was no 
way that the crime went unseen. 
It's no wonder that you (Hell
gate) get a bad reputation. It's 
the people like the ones who 
commit these crimes that create 
the bad reputation for you. I 
would be glad to meet whoever 
did this face to face ; but usually 
the type who does something 
like this is obviously a coward. 
They're afraid of meeting some
one face to face so they resort to 
vandalism. I guess all I'm trying 
to do is get some anger off my 
chest. The only remaining ques
tion is whether or not you (the 
paper) have the guts to print this. 

Thank you, 
Lance Melton 
Sentinel Senior 

Scare tactics 
Dear Editor: 

We are writing this letter in 
regard to the recent administra
tive actions and scare tactics ad-

ministered to the students on 
the 12th Annual Senior Skip Day. 

1. The Admintstration seems 
to think that Senior Skip Day 
means senior kegger day. 

Carina Gilligan said : " I was 
going to go shopping and miss 
the crowd." 

Curt Schestage : " I'm going 
home to work on my Chevelle. 

Jim Wright : " I'm going fish
ing. 

These are just a few of many 
who had other plans and were 
not going to the senior keg. 

2. In many other areas of the 
state the Senior Kegger is spon
sored by parents and teachers, 
which includes the administra
tion. For example , liist month in 
Havre the senior class took a 
train to Whitefish and had its 
keg in the Whitefish Gym with 
chaperones who made sure ev
erything stayed in line and no 
one was driving while intoxi
cated ; This would make Don 
Harbaugh's statement "Let's not 
have another Scott Klaudt" a 

· reality instead of a possibility. 
3. Seniors have gone to school 

for 12 years and ask for ONE 
day to do as we please and the 
administration has a hernia. 

4. A WORD TO THE JUNIOR 
CLASS: Next year don't make 
the graduating class's mistake ; 
KEEP IT QUIET! 
Jim Wright, Senior 
Laura Soufigny, Senior 
Carina Gilligan 
Curt Schestage, Senior 
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