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Seven period day essential to good education 
By Ian Moulding 
Assistant Editorials Editor 

With the school year coming 
to a close, and the sun shining, it 
would be silly to say that under
classmen are worried about next 
year. While they're out enjoying 

Editor's Note: This letter 
was received by social 
studies teacher and U.S.A. 
club advisor Kermit Ed
monds from a student who 
had watched Matsubara's 
"Unforgettable Fire." The 
student requested anonymi
ty. 

Concerned 
Dear Mr. Edmonds, 

Seeing Miyoko speak yester
day has given me a conviction, 
or at least something I must fol
low up on. 

She held my hand, Mr. Ed
monds, she squeezed it until it 
hurt. She is concerned for me, 

the summer, however, the 
school board will be making a 
decision that could profoundly 
effect the quality of education 
that is received by all MCHS stu
dents. 

for all of us. She passed to me 
some of her pain, because she 
knew I cared, and we shared 
tears together. I will never be 
the same, because she gave me 
some of her conviction, she 
loved me, and she loves us all 
and we love her. ' 

Hearing her gentle plea for 
peace makes me know more 
than ever that there is a peaceful 
solution. If the paper is a little 
wet, it's because I am still cry
ing. I can cry now, where as be
fore I couldn't. I'll never stop 
crying a little. Love and brother
hood not war and bombs, should 
make the world go 'round. 

I'm sure I'm not the only one 
who feels this way, but seems to 
me that I am. 

Name Withheld 

Two years ago, when there 
was a 9 period day, students had 
more more flexibility than they 
do now with a six period day. 
You could take all of your re
quired classes, plus several elec
tives, and still graduate on time. 
Or you could take extra solids, if 
desired, and graduate early to 
get a jump on the summer job 
market. The only problem waS" 
that most students couldn't 
handle that many classes, and 
ended up with study halls, or 
just idle time before the bus 
came. 

With a seven period day this 
problem would not exist. It 
would allow students to take 
extra electives, such as music or 

shop, and still have enough time 
to take all of their required 
solids. Or, they could use the 
extra period to make up a class 
instead of being forced to take 
summer school. 

The 7 period day would also 
give more flexibility to teachers, 
with more time to correct as
signments during school time, or 
just rest and re-group for later 
classes. 

Hellgate choir director David 
Barthelmess is one individual 
who would really benefit from a 
seven period day. "I lost several 
excellent students this year be
cause they didn't have enough 
time to take choir, although they 
really wanted to. A seven period 

day would have allowed these 
students to take a music class 
and still get their requirements 
out of the way." 

Band director John Combs 
said he would use the extra time 
to schedule Jazz band during the 
school day. 

"It also bothers me a great 
deal that students should have to 
drop a foreign language to take 
my class," Barthelmess added. 

No matter what your interests 
are, a seven period day would 
serve only to benefit you. If you 
are concerned about your futur4! 
as a high school student, you 
should contact a school board 
member and let them know that 
you support a seven period day. 

Reagan can't hold back the flood 
By Martha Roberts 
Editorials Editor 

It's time the Reagan Administration pulled its 
head out of the ground and started paying atten
tion to what the people of this country and the 
world are saying. 

A new movement is taking hold in the United 
States. People everywhere are becoming increas
ingly concerned about the tremendous nucJear 
arms build up that is occuring between the United 
States and the Soviet Union. In Montana, where 
Minuteman ll missiles are stored in Great Falls, 
there is obviously a growing concern about the 
impact a nuclear war would have on our state. 
Montana is presently part of the U.S.'s nuclear ar
senal and thus will be one of the Soviet Union's 
first targets. 

The movement in Montana (displayed by there
cent Easter Day protest in Great Falls, where 83 
demonstrators crossed the "white line") is against 
the Reagan administration's support of the con
tinuing aims build-up. In Montana the govern
ment is proposing to store MX missiles in existing 
Minuteman silos. Because of this threat to the fu
ture of our state (really of our world), a Charlo 
rancher, John McNamer, has written the anti
MX, nuclear freeze Initiative-91. On top of this, 
last February plans were announced to replace 50 
Minuteman· ll missiles in Great Falls with an 
equal number of Minuteman m missiles, which 
carry. three nuclear warheads instead of one. 

It becomes increasingly more obvious that our 
~overnment's policy concerning nuclear arms is 
leading us towards the edge of a cliff. Presently 
the Reagan administration is proposing that $1.6 
trillion be spent on defense in the next five years. 

Recently, Reagan rejected a proposal for an im
mediate freeze of United States and Soviet nu
clear missiles. The resolution, sponsored by Sena-

tor Hatfield, R-Ore. and Senator Edward M. Ken
nedy, D-Mass., called for a "mutual and verifiable 
freeze on the testing production and futher d~ 
ployment of nuclear warheads, missiles and deliv
ery systems." 

Instead, Reagan is supporting another proposal 
which calls for a freeze ONLY after the United 
States has, according to Reagan, closed its win
dows of vulnerbility.'' This proposal accomplishes 
nothing. The whole point of the anti-nuclear 
movement in the United Statelf is that we must 
stop the competitive build-up Qf arms between 
the United States and tl.z Soviet Union. This 
CANNOT be accomplished if one side must first 
"get ahead" of the other before it will sit down 
and talk amis limitations. 

In addition to his strange logic, Reagan is very 
reckless in the y;ay in which he instills fear of the 
Soviets in the minds of Americans. At a recent 
conference President Reagan stated that the 
Soviet Union possesses, "a definite margin of su
periority." He made the statement without giving 
any proof or evidence. Later the state department 
had to qualify the statement, and some senators 
are now disputing his claims. 

It is time that the U.S. government started pay
ing attention to what people are saying. Doctors 
and scientists across the country and around the 
world are flatly pointing out that a nuclear war 
will only cause total destruction to our planet and 
thus, eliminate the human race. People are seri
ously beginning to show their concern for the fu
ture of mankind. Even the Catholic Church has 
stepped out and voiced its opposition to the arms' 
race. 

It's time our government changed its policies. 
The United States and the Soviet Union MUST sit 
down -and seriously start negotiating arms' limita
tions and eventually disarmament. H it doesn't, 
then our future may end in nuclear holocaust. 

Firat National 
Montana Bank's TOP· TEEN llb .=-: c 

m m 
Dan Ashmore is this issue's Top Teen. 

Dan has been active in Key Club for two 
years and is currently the vice-pre

sident. He was the Montana District 
Key Club convention chairman 

and won the Sandy Nininger 
medal for working on the con

vention. Dan has received 
two varsity letters and has 

been in track for two 
years and football for 

four years. Dan won Hell
gate's Offensive Lineman 

Award and is listed in Who's 
Who Among American · 

Highschool Students. He was 
also a Boys State delegate. Dan 

enjoys camping, shooting and read
ing. He won a $400 scholarship at UM 

Days and plans to attend the University 
of Montana next fall. 
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