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Hellgate library: An example of poor planning 
By Ian Moulding 
Assistant Editorials Editor 

Anyone who enters the new library will 
immediately notice three things : 1) lots of 
books, 2) not very much space to sit down 
and read them, and 3) doors , blocked by 
book shelves, leading to what was once 
supposed to be an outdoor patio. The 
patio, like the windows in the outdoor 
walkway, was scrutibed due to a lack of 
funds , and now it sits there, uncompleted, 
mocking the tax payers ; it is a tribute to 
poor planning and wasted space. 

The patio, in order to be completed, 
needs a wood decking of some sort placed 
over it and furniture installed so that stu
dents can have something to sit on when 
outside enjoying the sun. Both of these 
cost money, and it is no secret that there 
is a severe shortage of that crucial item at 
this time. 

'The patio, however. faces more prob
lems tnan Just a financial one. Some 
people feel that the supports under it are 
not adequate enough to support lounging 
students. There is also the problem of 
keeping the deck maintained and clean, 
because where there are students there is 
sure to be garbage, and even more poten
tially damaging snoose. 

Another problem is the student who 
makes the connection between furniture 
on the patio, and furniture on the head of 
a student walking in the area below the 
deck, which would not do at all. 

Some people feel that that patio was a 
very bad idea to begin with, for the rea
sons listed above: They feel that the li
brary should have been extended all the 
way out to the end of where the patio is. 
This would open many possibilities, such 
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as a partitioned "conference area" where 
students could go and work on group proj
ects without disturbing others. 

That would have been easy to do when 
the new building was being built, but as it 
is now it would cost much money and 
time to add the walks and ceiling. 

So now we are stuck with a roof that 
has railing on it and a library that is over
crowded. UnleSi the school board some- · 
how finds much extra money, it will 
remain that way, a blatant example of the 
kind of planning that goes into such proj
ects. 
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I'm a wise-ass. 
Anyone who has the unfortu

nate pleasure of knowing me 
will confirm this statement with 
no argument. (You might have 
to slip Clay Deckert a five spot 
to confirm it for legal purposes.) 

I always make obnoxious 
statements in class, and I think 
that most of my teachers wish 
they had never set eyes on my 
pimple-breeding face. 

Last week, however, I took my 
wise-cracks just a little too far. I 
was in the hall with a friend , 
and, in order to look cool, I 
made a tasteless comment to a 
mutual female friend who was 
nearby. 

I said it loud enough for sev
eral people to hear. 

Don't ask me what the com
ment was, or to whom it was di-
rected, I won't discuss it. · 

I didn't even think about the 
remark, I just thought it would 
be a good laugh. Well, it was a 
good laugh, but it wasn't very 
funny. 

I found out several days later, 
after the comment had been 
stashed away in the back of my 
molding brain, that I had seri
ously upset the young lady with 
my thoughtless actions. 

If she 's reading this, I'm sure 
she will know what I am talking 
about, and I would like to take 

this opportunity to publicly apoi 
ogize. My childish joke was 
made at your expense, and for 
that I am deeply sorry. 

Since then, I have seen several 
individuals get " a few good 
laughs" at the expense of others. 
I am quite often the source of a 
good laugh or two myself, but I 
don't mind. I'm the kind of per
son that takes stupid comments 
in stride, having been the sub
ject of them so often. (Usually 
the person making the comment 
is funner than the comment it
self. ) 

Comments about an individu
al's height (I've heard a lot of 
those), weight, race, or religion 
can be funny, when both parties 
laugh, or know each other very 
well, but can cause much grief 
when used without discretion on 
a mere acquaintance, or total 
stranger. 

They can also cause you ex
treme physical discomfort when 
applied to those larger than 
yourself. (Everyone falls into 
that category for me!) 

So until next week, I am going 
to try and refrain from all wise
cracking, just to see what I 
would have said, and what the 
net result might have been. I 
think I'll be unpleasantly sur
prised. 
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