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Nuclear arms hot issue in classroOm 
By Andy Gary 
News Editor . 

Increased concern over the 
threat of nuclear war has gained 
the interest of both teachers and 
students creating more discus
sion on the complicated issues of 
the nuclear arms debate in the 
classroom. 

According to Dr. Thomas 
Stauffer; director of external re
lations at the American Council 
on Education, interest in the nu
clear controversy was very much 
alive during the late 1950s and 
early 1960s because of the Cuban 
missile crisis. Then, he said, the 
issue died down in the late 60s 
and 70s because the Vietnam 
war was fought with convention
al weapons and U.S./Soviet rela
tions wer~ somewhat relaxed. 

"Now we talk about limited 
nuclear war," ·said Stauffer. The 
intense concern of the 50s has 
returned and is of great signifi
cance today, he said. 

Hellgate social studies teach
ers said they are discussing the 
nuclear issues more frequently 
in their classes. 

students arguing with - their 
friends over the issue," said 
Curdy. 

The teachers all said they had 
definite opinions on the subject 
and. did not keep their thoughts 
out of their discussions and lec
tures. "I try to let people know 
what is my opinion and what is 
fact," said Curdy. "It is impor
tant to let students form their 
own opinions." 

Teacher Kermit Edmonds said 
that there already seemed to be 
pro-nuclear publicity in that nu
clear weapons already exist. 
"My 'bias' is intended to bring 
about a counterweight - to 
what I perceive as an existing 
imbalance." 

Ano~er Hellgate teacher, Jen
nifer Maxwell, said she thinks 
that it is a subject that needs to 
be discussed since it is so much 
a part of today's society. 

"The issue of potential nuclear 
war is so intricately woven with 
political decisions that the gov
ernment makes, it is hard to dis
cuss such things without talking 
about it." 

political movements, either total 
disarmament or continued arms 
buildup. Others become afraid, 
and some "suffer from denial -
the 'It'll never hapapen' · atti
tude" and block it from their 
minds. 

"The fear of nuclear war origi
nates from a lack of know
ledge," said teacher Marty York. 
"Discussing nuclear issues 
causes apprehension and con
cern but can dissipate fear. It 
can cause action, not hysteria." 

The teachers, to introduce to 
students both the pro and antr 
nuclear sides of the issues, have 
had speakers representing anti
nuclear groups as well as those 
in the military. Some have also 
presented films and articles and 
have given nuclear issue related 
class assignments. 

"I think people should be 
warned about it. It's a pretty 
bad deal. It's never pro in our 
class, always anti," said junior 
Mike Brockman. 

A sophomore girl said, "It's 
really depressing. I was really 
into it at the beginning of the 
year when we started talking 
about it, but now it's depress
ing." 

One teacher, Willis Curdy, said 
he has talked about nuclear ar
mament often in his classes be
cause he has noticed more re
cent interest in the subject from 
students. Most often, he said, 
students initiate discussions. 

"It's much more common 
today than in the past to hear 

"Reagan's · push for building 
up our nuclear forces has jolted 
people back into the reality of 
the nuclear age," said Maxwell. 
"It's such a painful issue, people 
refuse to deal, to talk about it." 
She said students react to the 
subject in different ways -
some get inyolved and active in 

But Edmonds, who is vehe
mently opposed to nuclear arma
ment said, "It's importance pr~ 
empts anything else we do. 
Nothing else which we do will 
have had any meaning if the un
thinkable becomes doable." 

A photo from an Air Force plane captures the mushroom cloud of 
an atomic explosion over Hiroshima. Japan on August · 6. 1945. 

'Survivors will envy the dead' after an atomic explosion 
By Lori Getter 
Staff Writer 

"The survivors Will envy the dead," 
commented former Soviet President Ni
kita Khrushchev on the issue of nuclear 
war. The phrase makes people wonder 
what would happen to them if they were 
in a nuclear war. Recently Missoula pro
fessors and physicians presented a sympo
sium on the medical consequences of nu
clear war, discussing what would happen . 
if an atomic bomb was dropped on Mis
soula. 

Chemistry Professor Dr. Wayne Van 
Meter explained what would happen if a 
one megaton nu_!:lear bomb exploded as 
an airblast at about 3,000 feet above 
Tremper's Shopping Center on a clear 
spring day. 

1. There will be a fire ball of 300 feet in 
diameter. 

2. In the first 10 seconds of the blast 
there will be a fire ball 5000 feet in diame
ter. It will be rising at about 150 miles per . 
hour. Gamma rays will flux continuing 

from fission products. A shock waves at 
three miles radius. The explosion will be 
like a hot air balloon pushing everything 
up like a vacuum cleaner. 

3. About 40 seconds after the blast there 
will be a torus shape cloud of gases. It 
will be non-luminous, rising at 250 miles 
per hour. A shock wave 100 miles out. 
Gamma ray flux negligible. 

The effects upon humans and all other 
structures will be: 

1. Immediate radiation dose of about 
400 radiat (gamma rays or particals) on all 
unprotected less than one mile. 

One mile from center of explosion: 
1. Direct ignition (within five miles). 
2. After four seconds after explosion all 

reinforced concrete will collapse. 
3. A momentary wind of 500 mph. 
4. All living things will be vaporized. 
Three miles from center of explosion: 
1. Within ten seconds, all vehicles will 

be unusable. 
2. All structures will collapse. 
3. A momentary wind of 250 mph. 
4. Direct ignition. 

5. Humans will be thrown by the wind. 
There will be 99 percent fatalities. 

Five miles from center of explosion: 
1. Every house will be badly damaged. 
2. A momentary wind of 100 mph. 
3. Direct ignition. 
4. 90 percent casualties. 
First, second, and third degree burns 

will occur as far away as 17 miles. Retinal 
burns will occbr at ranges up to 200 miles 
away from the center explosion by looking 
at explosion. 

Soon there will be a black rain which 
will be residual radiation fallout. The ra
diation effect from the explosion or the 
fall out will cause bacteria and infection 
to spread, bone marrow cells will be 
destroyed, somatic cells will not become 
effective and will not be able to divide so 
they will die, and body organs will be 
damaged. 

All animals will either be dead or blind 
except for insects. There will be massive 
insects, for they as well as rodents such as 
rats are able to withstand radiation. They 
will be carrying deadly diseases. 

All crops will be contaminated as well 
as all water including the Clark Fork 
River. There will be little to no food nor 
water that will be safe. All fall out shel
ters within 10 miles from the center will 
be crematoriums and nothing will survive. 

Corpses will be everywhere but they 
won't be able to be buried because of the 
number and they will be infested with dis
eases. All those who are injured with 
bums will find scabs turning into jelly and 
will probably find maggots infesting them. 

Those who do survive will envy the 
dead. Over half will take their lives. The 
rest will suffer from disease, radiation ef
fects, and genetic defects. Their biggest 
problem will be psychological effects. Ac
cording to Dr. Mike Marks, "Removing 
corpses will cause psychological prob
lems. People will have difficulty distin
guishing who were really dead and those 
alive. After Hiroshima many were afraid 
to marry and have children because they 
felt that their life would be short and they 
were worried about birth defects." 
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