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hat do Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade, the Civil War and Albuquerque, 
New Mexico have in common? In one 
way or another, they all have had a part 
in the history of ballooning . 

Few of us know very much about hot air ballooning. 
Occasionally, on a clear day, we see a balloon in the 
sky, or watch a Mickey Mouse Balloon float down the 
cavernous streets of New York City on 
Thanksgiving Day. Believe it or not, 
ballooning is not only a small but thriving 
sport, but also an asset to the scienc-~ and 
advertising industries as well. 

Ballooning first began in France when 
Jacques Etienne and Joseph Michel 
Montgolfier sent a sheep, rooster and duck 
up in th air in 1783. Ballooning soon 
became a spectator sport. When Jean
Pierre Blanchard ascended in his hot air 
b~lloon in Philadelphia on January 9, 1793, 
h1s performance was for President George 
Washington. Nowadays people not only 
watch balloons but pay to ascend into the 
skies at fairs and carnivals. 

Ballooning is a way to 
get away from it all 
Leisurely as they may seem, balloons serve for uses other 
than just entertainment. Napoleon Bonaparte had a Balloon 
Corps in his army. Thaddeus Low, the first balloonist to 
cross the Atlantic Ocean , also served as chief balloonist for 
the Union Army in the Civil War. Balloons have also helped 
explore the stratosphere and cosmic ray activity. 

and licensing from the Federal Aviation Administration 
{FAA). Argo, of KYL T, estimates that running his balloon 
cost about $100.00 per hour. "It's kind of expensive for ooe 
person ," he said. 

Despite expenses, ballooning persists. During the season 
{March to October), six to eight races are run nationwide 
each weekend. Sport reports that 400 pilots regularly 
compete in the precision and speed competitions. Last year 
for their tenth anniversary, the Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta hosted 1000 balloonists - the largest 
number to ever gather in one place. 

Today, balloons make money for businesses as advertising 
gimmicks. KYL T radio station in Missoula owned and 
operated a balloon for several years. According to Vern 
Argo, manager of the station and operator of the balloon , 
the KYL T balloon worked as an advertising tool. 

Robert Keith Vicino has ---------------------------
taken balloon advertising "There's a great feeling of peacefulness, no 

Ballooning is also, of course, 
hazardous. Fatal accidents 
are not uncommon. 
Surprisingly, 90% of all 
ballooning accidents are 
caused by power lines, 
according to Macleans'. 

one step farther. As sensation of speed or movement. As you go 
reported in Nation's h · h 
Business magazine, Vicino 1g er, you fe·el a relaxing sense of separation 
has designed beer cans from me world " 
balloons for Heublein 
Brewery and similar products for such companies as Atari 

and United Artists. In commenting upon the effectiveness of 
his product, Vicino said , "A giant bottle or beer can is har·d 
to forget." 

Outside of the balloons used in private industry, Maclean's 
magazine estimated there are 2,600 balloons in the United 
States and Europe. Balloons cost anywhere from $10,000 to 
$20,000. According to Sport magazine, Bill Murtoff, 
president of the Balloon Federation of America, quotes 
average yearly expenses for balloon enthusiasts at $8000. 
Beginning balloon pilots must also pay $1,500 for lessons 

Balloonists, however, are almost always enthusiastic. In 
November, 1981, Captain Ben Abruzzo and crew piloted his 
balloon, the Double Eagle II across the Atlantic Ocean. 
When Time magazine asked him why he ballooned he 
replied, "For the adventure, the achievement, the challenge. 
You do it for the horizons that are before you and to keep 
moving forward ." 

Argo agreed, saying simply, "It's great," Another pilot, Bill 
Lewis, is quoted as saying, "There's a great feeling of 
peacefulness, no sensation of speed or movement. As you 
go higher, you feel a relaxing sense of separation from the 
world ." 

Who couldn't use that feeling at one time or another? 

By Ann Naumann 
Assistant Features Editor 

Get HIGH • • • with 
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things like that 
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Flying= 
Regan Williams e 
and would rather 
By Alise Rudio 
Editor 

"We can lift ourselves out of ignorance, 
we can find ourselves as creatures of ex
cellence and intelligence and skill. We can 
be free! We can learn to fly!" 

Jonathan Livingston Seagull, 
Richard Bach 

There is a magical moment when the 
plane first glides off the ground and you 
think, "I'm flying, really flying!" From 
1000 feet Missoula looks like a set for a 
movie, like a child's toy town. As tiny cars -
zoom around below, you think of the frus
tration there is on the ground about being 
busy and getting places on time. Soaring 
around in the air gives a feeling of tran
quility and a half an hour seems like five 
minutes suspended in time. Outside the 
ci~y, 500 feet above the ground, the moun
tams and tr~es are breathtaking in a new, 
more mystifying way. As you cross a 
stream, the sun skis in quick, silver -
f~shes across t~e water's surface looking 
like a needle 1s at work fastening the 
stream to the ground. Being in the air in a ~ 
small two seat Cessna 239 gives you a 
fresh perspective, you look around with 
excitement. It doesn't seem as if flying 
could ever be boring. A quick glance from 
the passenger's seat to the pilot Regan 
William's smile shows it is always thrill
ing. 

"Why didn't it take me long to learn 
how to fly? That's supposed to be hard 
but I picked it up pretty fast." ' 

"Did you want to fly?" 
"More than anything! Nothing else mat

tered!. .. " 
Illusions, Richard Bach 

Reagan Williams remembers when he 
first decided he wanted to become a pilot. 
When he was five, and on a commercial 
plane enroute to Florida, Williams was in
vited to visit the pilots in the cockpit. • 

Bring so 
By Michelle Campbell 
Staff Writer 

Flowers have been the tradi
tional gift idea when you want to 
express to someone a thought. 
Well in Missoula there is a new 
kind of service. It delivers, as in 
a flower shop, and sends a bou
quet of bright colors as well. 
This bouquet is not of flowers 
however, it's helium-filled bal
loons. The service is located at · 
244 West 'Front St. It is called 
the Balloon Mobile. 

Ivy Koski is head of the opera· 
tion. Koski said she bought the 
office space from some other • 
girls and it has always fascinated 
her. She wanted to try it out so 
now she is in business. 

The bouquets come in bunches .. 
of 20, 30 and 40. The cost if 
$19.50, $26.50 and $33.50 respec
tively. You get a two dollar dis
count if you pay within ten days. 

You may be thinking thatis an 
a.wful lot of money to be paying 
for helium and rubber. When 
you employ this service you also 
pay for the delivery. The deliv-


