
.- -
2- IL.wCEr ·wednesday. May 2&. 1982 • 

1 
_...;.. _______________ ._._. ___ _ 

editor•a s 

Students are killing activities and sports 
We have seen many problems at Hell

gate ranging from the short lunch period 
to the teachers ·strike. But there is one 
problem that is creeping upon us that we 
refuse to admit let alone find an answer 
and that is growing lack of numbers in 
school activities. 

participation. For those who actually are 
involved in activities how many people ac
tually participate in the clubs that you 
saw in club photos of the yearbook? Prob
ably less than half. It seems good for their 
reputation to get their picture in the Hal
berd. 

the Mountain Line· if the activity is after 
school. 

The third excuse seems to be the most 
popular unfortunately. Being in activities 
people learn more about themselves and 
how to relate and work with others. You 
learn skills such as sportsmanship and be
coming more aware of the world around 
you. The time is minimal compared to the 
a~vantages that would be gained. 

A few years ago Hellgate sponsored 
clubs ranging from the cookie club where 
students tasted their favorite cookie reci
pes to the angler club, in which students 
went fishing. Those clubs and others have 
faded into the sunset because of the lack 
of students participating in them. 

Athletics are just as bad. Two years 
ago, 64 boys tried out for freshmen foot
ball. They had two freshmen teams, a 
sophomore junior varsity and a varsity 
team. Varsity had 54 players on the team. 
This year: 32 players. Granted we did lose 
people to Big Sky but less than half of 
those who played previously and still at
tend Hellgate played this year. 

Most students who don't participate 
in any club or activity claim they don't 
have the time, they don't have transporta
tion, or they would rather be partying. 
Those excuses are simply illegitimate. 
There seems to be some activity for every.:. 
one whether it is business (DECA) or bas
ketball. You don't have to be one of the 
"intelligent" people to be in an activity 
either. · In activities you learn skills that 
will be valuabie in the future. 

H students don't start gett.ing more in
volved our clubs will just diminish. Advi
sors will feel it won't be worth the time or 
in some case the money to continue cer
tain activities. Most of this year's seniors, 
reflect upon their four years of high 
school and regret not getting more in
volved. School is not just for classes and 
homework, it is also for learning with 
friends about something you enjoy partici
pating in. Next fall start getting involved 
in some activity. It will make high school 
years more memorable and beneficial. 

Clubs are also suffering the lack of 

The excuse of transportation does 
seem to be a problem for some students, 
but many clubs are having meetings at 
noon which is beneficia!,.to many students 
who have to ride a bus and don't have ac
cess to other transportation. Also there is - Lori Getter 

Congratulations 
To the Editor: 

Thanks to Mr. Harbaugh for 
givi.Jig permission and support, 
to Heidi Miller and friends for 
their persistence and or~aniza
tional efforts, to Mr. Herb1g and 
the orchestra, to Mr. Barthel
mess and the Chevaliers, and to 
Mr. Combs and the jazz band for 
making our first National Honor 
Society assembly to give recogni
tion to those who have ext:elled 
in scholarship, leadership, ser
vice and character. The very fine 
music was dedicated to those 
who have studied many hours to 
attain academic excellence and 
have given their time to provide 
leadership and service to Hell-
gate. . . 

Schools exist to develop m 
each student the knowledge and 
critical thinking abilities neces
sary for, we hope, successful liv
ing in a democratic society. They 
also exist to develop and pro
mote effective interpersonal re
lationships and special talents 
and skills. 

We have observed many stu
dents being recognized for their 
athletic excellence. We also need 
to recognize students who have 
excelled in other areas. The stu
dents' conduct at the assembly 
demonstrated that Hellgate stu
dents know when to yell and 
scream (at pep assemblies) and 

when to be quiet and attentive 
(at other-type assemblies) . 

Our Spring Splash for seniors 
will be another occasion t.o rec
ognize other talents and accom
plishments. Seniors will conduct 
a tale -variety show. Awards 
and scholarships will -be ann
nounced. Seniors this year have 
earned over $36,000.00 as a re
sult of their dedication to learn
ing and service. 

Hellgate has some of the finest 
teachers and students any school 
could have. Our students are ac
cepted by schools such as Stan
ford, Harvard, Yale and do well 
at these institutions. Other stu
dents become skilled techni
cians, accomplished musicians, 
and successful busiJ\ess people. 
That is what school is about: to 
help prepare students for their 
various roles in society. 

Congratulations to our Honor 
Society members and to others 
who have taken advantage of 
Hellgate's educational offerings 
and to our excellent faculty for 
contributing to students' aca
demic and personal develop
ment 

Marolane Stevenson 
Counselor 

Not true 
To the Editor: 

In response to the May 5th let
ter on "&are Tactics": we're 
afraid that Mr. Wright, Ms. Sou
ligny, Ms. Gilligan, and Mr. 
Schestage used some false infor
mation. No, Havre High School 
seniors did not take a train to 
Whitefish and have a kegger in 
tbe . No arents and teach-
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ers in Havre do not condone, peroned Senior Keg. we do have expect it to be a great success; 
much less chaperone, such a Senior Weekend. The weekend only an hour after the plans 
events. That bit of information is includes a barbeque; soft ball, were announced one-fourth of 
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d 1 d Rob Nielson ~o- r in the gym was during 'Ctl'ncerts. parents an vo unteers an orga-
Although we don't have a Sen- nized by parents and seniors as Senior, Havre High School 

ior SJt!p Day or a planned, cha- an alternative to a kegger. We Penny Andersen 
_ Senior Class President PRETZEL LOGIC------...;..;..;~__..._... 

Moulding says farewell 
I was talking to Freedmont 

the other day. It seems he's a lit
tle unsure about what his college 
major is going to be. 

~------------------------------~ian ~ouldiag ---------
"Well I don't know about this ism." 

"Well," I said, "What do you 
enjoy doing? That might be a 
good indication of what you 
could make a living at." 

"I've always liked drafting. 
Maybe I could be an architect." 

"No good," I returned. "No 
one has any money to _make 
buildings, but maybe you could 
design pencils for people to sell 
on street corners. I have a feel
ing they're going to be in high 
demand soon." 

"Well maybe I could go into 
music. I got an A in orchestra 
last semester." 

"Won't work. Executive Bill 
243-T limited the rights of Amer
icans to be entertained. Reagan 
says it distracts from worrying 
about the economy. You could 
probably sell your cello to Claus 
Von Bulow tkough. He's sure 
going to be in need of some en
tertainment.'' 
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Bob LaCasse_ 

Claus guy, but I do know that "Hey," I defended. "There's 
I'm graduating this week and no need to get nasty." 
have no idea what I'm going to 
do with my life." 

·"You could always get a liber
al arts degree. That way you 
would be real flexible when you 
graduate." 

"Liberal arts, what kind of a 
hippie major is that?" 

"How about elementary edu
cation? There are always little 
brats who have to go to school." 

"Are you kidding? Go through 
college just so I can go back to 
grade school? No thanks! Be
sides, I want to make a living, 
not be a slave." 

"Well, I don't know what to 
tell you. Every time I make a 
suggestion you reject it. Maybe 
you could go into physical educa
tion. You know what they say: 
"Those who can't do, teach, and 
thpse you can't teach teach 
P.E." 

"If that's true then maybe you 
should go into P.E., or better 
yet, you should go into journal-
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Just then Joe Jock came up 
and joined the conversation. 
"Hey, what's so hard about de
ciding your major. I just got a 
scholarship to UCLA by agreeing 
to run on the track team. 
They're gonna give me a 280-ZX 
and pay me $20 an hour to work 
the automatic sprinklers. So I 
don't see what the problem is. 
Later group." 

Some things will never 
change. 

P.S. I just want to say that 
I've enjoyed all the time I've 
spent at Hellgate . .. well some 
of the time I've spent at Hell
gate. I liked th~ weekends. Any
way, here's a quote that sort of 
sums up my feelingS. It's a quote 
from Horace Walpol: "Life is a 
comedy to those that think, and 
a tragedy to those that feel." 

Think about it. 1M. 
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