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By Martha Roberts 
Staff Writer 

A new business "enterprise" 
______ ....;.;.._ ___ is threatening the Clark Fork 

Jet boats 
on Clark 
Fork a 
detriment 

River. Ron Garlick, a Hamilton 
b~inessman is planning t<i put 
jet boats into the river so that he 
can provide two hour tours of 
the river front. 

Garlick intends to open his 
new North American River Ex
peditions Ltd. next month. His 
first plans included using the 
Clark Fork Station (restaurant) 
as a docking site. Pressure 
against the boats from Missoula 
residents has pushed Garlick to 
consider running his business· 
out of the Missoula area 

The disadvantages of havm~; 
jet boats on the Clark Fork 
River far outweigh any possible 
:tdvantages. First the ·safety of 
all other users of the river is 
threatened. (This includes raft
ers; Kayakers, swimmers, etc.) 
Jet boats on the Clark Fork 
would have to maintain high 

-----------speeds in order to stay on top of 
the water (because the river is 
so shallow in many areas). Pet~r 

Nielsen, a white water boating 
guide, has bad many harrowing 
experiences with jet boats on the 
Salmon River in Idaho (which is 
larger than the Clark Fork.) At a 
special May 6 meeting on the jet 
boats at the City Council Cham
bers Nielson pointed out, "it's 
impossible to get out of the way 
of a jet boat just by muscle 
power." He also said that the 
Clark Fork River is too small for 
a rafter to have time to escape a 
jet boat or the three or four foot 
waves it would throw up. 

Jet boats could also have a 
definite effect on certain Mis
soula businesses. If jet boats 
were to drive out many other 
non-motorized recreationists on 
the Clark Fork River many raf
ting, canoeing and kayaking 
dealers would suffer in Missoula 
and elsewhere.- Joe Meyer, a 
professor of recreational man
agement at the University of 
Montana, is an _experienced 
kayaker. He pointed out that 
white water kayaking and rafting 
has greatly increased in Montana 
over the past five years. Several 

-
of Missoula's ditching firms, 
who receive water from the 
Clark Fork, are very worried 
about the effects jet boats will 
have on their ditches. Appar
ently the waves caused by the jet 
boats erode the banks. Because 
the Clark Fork banks are very 
sandy there is a very high poten
tial for erosion. 

Noise pollution could also 
have a detrimental effect on the 
river's wildlife. Below town 
ducks, Canada geese, Great Blue 
Herons and Osprey are nesting 
on th-e river this spring. The 
noise from the jet boats would 
obviously be a disturbance to 
them. According to Robert Cha
ney, Missoula Community Noise 
Supervisor, jet boat noise most 
likely would violate a Missoula 
city ordinance which does not 
permit noise levels above 60-65 
decibels in residential areas. Jet 
boats average 75 decibels. 

Fishing on the Clark Fork 
would be destroyed by jet b~ts. 

Not only would the nois_e level 
and wave disturbance male~ - it 
impossible, but the rifflE' 1s 
(used by fish for feedi •. , 1 
spawriing) would be complefe,i 
tom up by the boats. In addi
~on, destruction to the aquatic 
life (due to the jet boats cross.ng 
shallow areas) would also 
destroy the insects which the 
fish feed on. ' 

Obviously, jet boats do not be
long on the Clark Fork River. 
The Fish, Parks and Wildlife De
partment will make the decision 
whether to issue Garlick a li
cense or not. People who care 
about the Clark Fork River and 
who wish to keep it the unique 
and wonderful river it is, must 
make their opinions known to 
the to the Department now. Our 
rivers , are one of the last places 
where a person can really get 
away and escape the intrusion of 
man. If jet boats are permitted 
on the Clark Fork it will never 
be the same. 

Could nuclear threat be causing teen· se~? 
By Lori Getter 
Editorials Editor 

The fact that teen-agers en
gage in premarital sex is nothing 
new. But the rapid increase has 
become a new problem for 
many. There have been all sorts 
of reasons suggested for the in
crease in premarital sex. One 
suggested for the increase is that 
the pill makes it safe, but this 
contradicts the high illegitimacy 
rate. It still is a big problem in 
today's society facing youth. 

Some people blame the prob
lem on rock music, which they 
say arouses animal instincts in 
teen-agers. Others blame drugs 
such as liquor and marijuana. 

·Recently a new theory has 
caught the attention of psycholo
gists, and that is the threat of 
nuclear war. 

Harvard University Professor 
Ray. Short testified before a Sen
ate sub-committee and said that 
his research found, "Many teen
agers are doing it because they 
fear nuclear war. It makes them 
insecure about their future. ;m:i 
they think that they better en
gage in sex before a holocaust 
deprives them of the opportu

' nity." 
That seems to be just another 

variation of the favorite line in 
" outfit is shipping 
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or possibly never, so let LET'S 
DO' IT!" Instead, it's now "Rus
sian have nuclear superiority 
and they are building more 
bombs. I don't think I'll make it 
through a holocaust, so YOUR 
PLACE OR MINE?" 

T~~ problem isn?t the rock 
music, drugs, or the threat of 
nuclear war, it is the lack of sex 
education taught in schools. It is 
estimated that one out of every 
ten girls will become pregnant in 
their teens. Last year over one 
million cases of venereal dis
eases were reported and over 
haH were relilted to teen-agers. 

What the problem comes 
down to is the lack of sex educa
tion at early levels of school 
such as sixth and seventh grade. 
In Monta.'la the avera~e teen-age 
starts experimenting with sex 
around the age of 13. While most 
of them who do receive some 
sex education, besides hearing it 
off the streets are receiving it 
around the age of 15. That is too 
late. 

There are only three states in 
, the United States that req~re 

schools to offer courses. Mon
tana has no policy for schools to 
offe'r sex education courses, in
stead it is up to school districts 
to decide to teach the course. 

Most don't because they don't 
have the fundin__g__and it wo~ld be 
cheaper to have gym classes go 
over it quicklv if they want. 

Montana needs to have the 
course mandatory. And instead 
of waiting until the ninth or 
tenth grade, teach it in the sixth 
and seventh grades. Studies 
were made in New York City 
where students were taught at 
an early age level, and the 
amount of teen-age pregnancies 
dropped by seven percent. The 
class should also be offered at 

the high school level to provide 
information to students. Too 
many ten-agers are afraid to go 
to agencies such as Planned Par
enthood, and by having a class 
that could give them the answers 
they need. 

Parents are going to have to 
realize that their birds and the 
bees talks are not enough. Teen
agers need the facts at an earlier 
age and the support from their 
peers. Instead of keeping sex 
education as a hot issue we need 
to deal with the problem intelli-
gently and sensibly for we can't ·' 
tum time around. We have to , 
deal with the problem now. 
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