
Northwest Accreditation
evaluates Hellgate

By Lori Mattina
Staff Writer

A 40 member team from 
the Northwest Accreditation As
sociation consisting of teachers, 
administrators, and officials from 
the Office of Supprintendent of 
Public Instruction paid a three 

day visit to Hellgate September 
26 through 28.

This evaluation is considered 
an onsight visit to look in depth 
at Hellgate's school program.

Attending an accredited school 
assures colleges that the stu
dents have been attending a 
school that has been evaulataed 
by a non-partisan group. This 
also assures that the academic 
standards are at a satisfactory 
level.

“Whether or not you gradu
ated from an accredited high 
school definitely makes a differ
ence with out-of-state colleges. 
You are less likely to be ac
cepted if you’re not from an ac
credited high school,” said As
sistant Principal Don Lawston.

One of the first questions a 
college will ask is “by whom are 
you accredited?” Northwest As

sociation is well known nation
ally. It is a prestigious accredit
ing association, said Lawston.

Principal Don Harbaugh said 
that the biggest value of the ac
creditation is the self evaluation 
process. On the first of October 
of every year, each department 
submits a self evaluation from in 
which a rating is stated. The ac
creditation team will be working 
from this material. They will be 
checking such things as mater
ials and books, academic 
programs, athletic programs, 
and more.

“I don't believe this school has 
had an onsight visit since 1966,” 
said Harbaugh. “We’re over
due.” Harbaugh said that this 
visit was supposed to happen 
two years ago, but new construc
tion on the school put it off.

Last Sunday, the Association 
team members toured the 
school. On Monday, visitations 
began at 8:30 a.m. along with 
faculty interviews in the after
noon. During that time reports 
were written reports on the 
areas they visited. Each chair
person gave an oral report to the 
committee, board of trustees, 
administrators, and staff on 
Tuesday afternoon which con
cluded their visit.

ESL teacher, Gayle Middelstadt, works with Hmong students to overcome their English 
difficulties. ESL is now offered only at Hellgate.

ESL program finds new home
By Ed Ingersoll 
Assistant News Editor

All Missoula County High 
School English as a Second Lan
guage (ESL) students are now 
attending classes at Hellgate. 
Previously, students attended 
ESL at Central School and then 
went to other classes at the 
three Missoula high schools.

Generally, Hmong and other 
non-English speaking students 
are involved in the ESL pro
gram. Hellgate counselor Ma- 
rolane Stevenson said this year 
there are 42 students in the pro
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gram. She said students attend 
ESL “until they feel they have a 
good enough hand in regular 
subjects.”

Molly McKinnon, an ESL Eng
lish teacher, said one basic goal 
of the ESL program is not only 
to teach students general sub
jects like math, science and 
reading skill, but also give them 
confidence to get out of the 
background.

Last spring, MCHS counselors 
and teachers proposed transfer- 
ing the ESL program from all 
three schools to Hellgate. A deci
sion to consolidate the program 
was made during the middle of

August.
“The direct way to service 

them is to have them at one 
school," said Ron Wheeler, ESL 
science teacher.

“We Wanted it (ESL) at Hell
gate because it was hard for 
teachers to communicate with 
the regular teachers about the 
students' progress,” said McK
innon.

Another important reason for 
having ESL at Hellgate, accord
ing to Stevenson, is that many of 
the Hmong people live near the 
Hellgate area.

Both Wheeler and McKinnon 
noted some possible ways of im-
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proving the ESL program. 
Wheeler said, “It would be bet
ter if classes were smaller and 
there was more funding.” He 
added he thinks there should be 
more ESL teachers and that na
tive speaking teachers would 
help in the basic classes.

Language is not the only prob
lem Hmongs have to face, ac
cording to McKinnon. A lack of 
educational background and 
common culture experiences 
also causes difficulties.

“You’re not just teaching 
them words, you’re teaching 
them the meaning of the
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words,” she said. “The barrier 
between the ESL students and 
other students” can be improved 
by developing new ways of es
tablishing more social contact. 
Most of the kids still feel left 
out.”

McKinnon said other students 
should be talking about the ESL 
students as individual kids in
stead of classifying them just as 
Hmongs.

“It’s a whole world we would 
be completely ignorant of with
out them,” she said, “the bigg
est thing they can teach us is 
about ourselves.”
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