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Kechter named top 
swimmer in Montana 
By Dave Woodbury 
Sports Editor 

Hellgate High School is gifted 
with another excellent athlete. 
He is not a football or basketball 
player, or even a trackster. 

Todd Kechter swims , and 
swims well. So well that he was 
recently voted outstanding 
swimmer in Montana for the 
shortcourse season of 1982. 
Kechter, a freshman, was chosen 
out of all the swimmers in Mon
tana under the age of 18. 

Kechter began swimming 
competitively at the age of eight. 
Since then he has risen to the 
top of Montana swimming cir
cles. He currently holds 11 Mon
tana state records and competed 
in the Junior National Cham
pionships, placing sixth in two 
events. 

meet by placing first in nine of 
ten events and second in one. 

Kechter doesn't limit his 
talents to swimming alone. He is 
currently playing freshman foot
ball for Hellgate, along with 
practicing swimming. 

Durmg the long swimming 
season, which started Monday, 
September 27 and ends August 
15 Kechter practices for an hour 
at the Grizzly pool at 6 a.m. He 
also puts in more time in the 
evening. 

Kechter, whose favorite stroke 
is the backstroke, hopes to add a 
trip to the U.S. National Cham
pionships to his accomplish
ments . But he admits that is a 
long way away. 

Todd Kechter works out during a 6 a.m. practice at the Grizzly pool. 

The Montana State Champion
ships posed no problems for 
}\echter as he dominated the 

Though swimming is not a 
major spectator sport in Mis
soula, Kechter deserves recogni
tion in the sport in which he per
forms so well . 

Knights look to finish 
high in UM Invitational 

Can Bill Kelly be beaten? 
Tliat question will be an

swered at the upcoming UM In
vitational cross country meet 
Oct. 9 in Missoula . Over 20 
teams gather from across the 
state to compete in Montana 's 
largest high school cross country 
meet. 

"We will finally get to see if 
Kelly can be beaten," said coach 
Robin Hamilton. "So far this 
year he hasn't been pushed." 

Hamilton is looking for a 
strong finish from the team. 
"With some luck we could finish 
as high as third . But we are 
shooting for the top five.' ' 

Last year Gordon Ruttenbur 
of Deer Lodge edged eventual 
class AA state champion Bob 
Missey to win the meet. Rutten
bur is now running number one 
for the University of Montana. 

Kelly, a senior, recently cap
tured a victory in an eight t~am 
event in Libby on Sept. 24. His 
time of 15:09 was good enough 
for his third course record of the 
season and easily outdistanced 
runnerup Scott McArther of 
Eureka who finished 28 seconds 
back. 

Stephan Farr, also a senior, 
and Junior Sean Graff finished 
ninth and eleventh respectively . 
Farr completed the course in 
16:44 with Graff close behind at 
16: 48. Coeur d'alene, Idaho, 
won the meet with 45 points. 
Hellgate edged Kalispell for sec
ond 65-69. 

Hamilton was pleased with the 
large turnout of teams. "We 
were happy to see that eight 
teams were there. It was good 
practice for the Invitational." 

Senior Johnny Reiter, sopho
mores Pat Patterson , Jeff 
Hangas , and Kevin McDonald 
rounded out the rest of the var
sity finishes for the Knights. 

Hamilton said that it's these 
runners who will make the dif
ference this season. "They are 
the key to how we do." 

Senior Darin Rex, who just 
turned out a week before Libby, 
finished fifth in the JV race. His 
time of 17 :56 was good enough 
to earn him a spot on the varsity 
team for the upcoming meet 
with Helena Capital. Rex, who 
played football last year, led the 
race at two miles but faded at 
the end. 

urbane renewal 
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: The System. * 
• You can try to fight it. t 
t Change it. ~ 
: Beatit. * 
t Knuckle under to it. ~ 
• Or improve it. t 
• * 
t But first you have to learn it. ~ 
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DAVE ROSS SAYS: Tired of the cafeteria 
blues? Then try Hansen's! 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

WEEKLY SPECIALS 
12:00 to 1 :00 
3:00 to 5:00 

Egg Salad Mediu'm Coke 
Sandwich 50• 30• 

Hot Dogs Ice Cream Cones 
50• 40• 

Burritos Popcorn 
50• 20• 

Sloppy Joes Ice Cream 
75• Sandwich 35• 

Grilled Cheese Ice Cream Soda 
Sandwich 50• 75• 

~NEW~ 
HANSEN'S NOW SERVES PIZZA AND HAMBURGERS! 


