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Seven-period day appealing 
Most students find the possibility of a 

seven-period day appealing. However 
there are a number of hidden problems. 

Some of these problems are: 

• The day-must either be lengthened or 
the periods shortened. Lengthening the 
day might conflict with after-school jobs 
or -activities that are not school sponsored._ 
On the other hand, cutting periods short 
might make problems with college re
quirements. Many colleges require a cer
tain number of hours of high school 
courses. 

• The number of credits required to grad
uate ~ight rise due to the increase in 
available credit hours. 

• Students might want to take only five 
classes. Would it be feasable to take two 
study halls? 

• A split lunch hour might be a necessity 
in order to fit seven periods into a school 
day. 

When one criticizes the admin
istration for debating so long on such a 
seemingly simple issue he must first con
sider the number of students with con
flicting needs and wants. Before making a 
decision, the administrators must first de
liberate on what the majority of the stu
dent's needs. On this issue, deciding what 
is most convenient for the majority is dif
ficult. 

Per.haps a seven-period day is not a 
necessity, however, it would be rather 
helpful to many students. Students need
ing to make up credits would find it much 
less difficult with more periods in the day. 
Those who have a full academic schedule 
could fit another language in, or a music, 
art, or drama class. 

In case of students with after-school 
jobs, they could obtain permission to get 
the last period or two off to go to work. 

One more positive effect that a longer 
day would have, is that students could 
more easily get involved in the University 
of Montana Pilot Program. 

All points considered, a seven-period 
day would be beneficial in many ways to 
most, if not all, students. 

Title IX questioned 
Hellgate is functioning illegally and 

should not be receiving federal funds. 
Hellgate does not meet the requirements 
of Title IX. Title IX requires high schools 
to have an equal number of sanctioned 
sports for girls and boys. The same 
amount of money is to be alloted to both 
sexes' sports. 

Boys and girls here have these sanc
tioned sports in common: basketball, 
cross-country, gymnastics, swimming, 
(when coaching is available), and track. 
Girls have the drill team and boys have 
football. No~ enters the inequality, boys 
have wrestling while girls have nothing. 

A very simple solution is readily avail-

able, sanctioned volleyball. Volleyball has 
had quite a lot of participants and is wor
thy of Hellgate's support. To clear up the 
difference between money spent on boy's 
and girl's sports, all that has to be done is 
give the girls' the same benefits given to 
the boys. 

Maybe Hellgate will stay on the right 
side of the law in the future and avoid this 
type of trouble. 

Survey Conducted 
Hellgate has just undergone a survey 

by the Northwest Accredidation Associa
tion of Colleges and Schools of which 
MCHS is a member. 

The association surveys its members 
once every seven years and gives a list of 
suggestions on how to improve the facili
ties in a way that will benefit students' 
education. While making this list, the ac
creditors take into consideration the self
evaluations the staff formulated prior to 
their visit. 

The association will check back with 
the school after a certain period of time to 
ensure that they have followed their sug
gestions_ 

This lays a great weight on the school 
to improve in all departments quickly. A 
more effective method would be to survey 
a single department each year. The school 
would then be able to focus its efforts and 
funds in one area each year. This would 
provide much more thorough and perma
nent improvements. 

Sarah McMillan 

letters-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Misrepresented 

To the editor: 

Being a high school journalist 
at Loyola Sacred Heart, I have 
read your paper with interest 
and curiosity for the past three 
years . While I admire your writ
ing abilities and your subjects, 
there have been two items which 
I noticed that seem to smell of 
misrepresentation and stereotyp
ing. 

The first of these was an edito
rial by Alise Rudio last year. The 
editorial concerned a tax break 
for those parents who sent and 
send their children to private 
schools. Rudio spent much of 
the space using vague generaliza-
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tions concerning private school 
students and the word "rich" 
was overused enough to cause 
severe nausea. 

She stated that the First 
Amendment separated church 
from state, and therefore it 
would be unconstitutional to 
have the government give money 
to a school affiliated with the 
church. Perhaps Miss Rudio's 
first mistake was a misrepresen
tation of the First Am~mlment. 
It's only power 1s ·to stop the 
government from declaring a na
tional church. This provides 
freedom of religion. Nowhere 
does it state that the government 
may not grant tax breaks or_ any
thing of the sort to pnvate 
schools; nor is it implied. And 
even if the Amendment did say 
that, then it would only be fair 
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for parents who send their kids 
to private schools not to have to 
pay taxes supporting public 
schools. Then the state and the 
church would be separated. 

Your_ editorial and the taste
less cartoon accompanying it 
would be cause for slander if 
someone who took you seriously 
read your article. To say that a 
tax break only makes the rich 
richer and the poor poorer is 
stereotyping each and every par
ent of a private school student as 
being rich. 

The second case is Andy 
Gary's editorial on voluntary 
prayer in school. Miss Gary also 
implies that the first Amend
ment "implies" separation from 
state and church. She made the 
point that there are over sixty 
religions nationwide, and world 
peace is not separated by any re-
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ligion, because peace is an inter-
national language. Two minutes 
of silent prayer for a better 
world would hardly cause a con
flict in classes and a retooling of 
your schedule. 

Miss Gary also stated that if 
parents want their kids to get re
ligion, they have private schools 
to send them to. The president 
isn't talking about a 45 minute 
religion course, merely a chance 
for students across the nation to 
offer a small prayer of peace 
among nations. Is this so ridicu
lous? Think it over. 

That's about it. Otherwise I 
enjoy your paper and am envi
ous of it's quality writing and en
tertaining columns. 

So, Miss ·Rudio, I would hope 
that where ever you are, you 
leave personal prejudice and 
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slanderous statements out of 
your writing and be fair. A writ
ers main objection is to present 
the facts and let the reader de
cide for himself. An editorial is 
an opinion granted, but there's a 
fine line between fair opinion 
and opinion reaking of slander. 

And Miss Gary, I would advise 
you to, when presenting the 
facts, stick to the facts, and not 
base your editorials on your rep
resentation of the facts. 

Mike Callahan 
Co-editor, LSH Rampage 

(Editor's note: Callahan refers 
to an article titled "Tuition tax 
breaks unfair to public educa
tion," April 21, 1982, and an
other titled "Voluntary school 
prayer is immoral," September 
16, 1982.) 
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