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When dealing with this issue 
of prayer in public schools, no 
one can actually be qualified to 
speak without first examining 
the heritage of the first Ameri
can schools along with its 
devolution. 

The early pilgrims left a Euro
pean continent that was filled 
with widespread illiteracy. When 
people cannot read or write , 
they often become prey to op
pression from an elite class. The 
pilgrims determined that their 
offspring, and all succeeding ge
nerations , would know the truth 
about everything. 

Therefore, it is not surprising 
to see in very early writings, 
laws being enacted to educate 
children. For example, the Mas
sachusetts School Law of 1647 
said, " It being one chief project 
of that old deluder Satan to keep 
men from the knowledge of the 
Scriptures, it is therefore or
dered that every township in this 
jurisdiction shall, upon attaining 
the size of 50 households, ap
point one within their town to 
teach all such children as shall 
resort to him to write and read." 

Laws like this one were . 
founded throughout all the 13 
colonies. 

The term "one room school
house" is no illusion, and it's a 
fact that the first schoolrooms 
were churches ; the first teachers 
were predominately preachers ; 
and the only textbook was the 
Pible. 

According to Tim LaHaye, 
author of " Battle For The 
Mind," " for the first 100 years of 
American history, every college 
!'tarted in this country was 
foundedoy 'a church, denomina
tion , or religious group. Ameri
can education was never intend
ed to be GODLESS. " As a mat
ter of interest, of the first 109 
colleges and universities in 
America, 106 were started by 
churches. 
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As America pushed back the 
frontier, and cities grew along 
with industry, education became 
a god. According to LaHaye, 
"Many of our young educators 
went to Europe to pursue their 
graduate degrees. They enrolled 
at the Sorbonne in France, Bonn 
University in Germany, Edin
burgh University in Scotland, 
Oxford University in England, 
and many other humanistic 
graduate schools . In time, these 
professors returned with their 
Ph.D.s, bringing with them the 
skeptical atheism, rationalism,. 
and existentialism of humanistic 
Europe." . 

What was going on over there 
is important because Europe 
was in the throes of the biting 
kickback from the "Age of Rea
son. " That period of time pro
duced some of the sickest philos
ophy the world has known . 
Some of those philosophies 
ranged from David Hume's noto
rious skepticism (1711-1776) to 
George Hegel ' s (1770-1831) 
dialectic , which had profound in
fluence on the authors of the 
Communist Manifesto , Karl 
Marx, and Friedrich Engels . 
Atheistic philosophies of Vol
taire and Rosseau had a terrific 
impact on education that con
tinues even today. Last, but not 
least, with human reason at its 
zenith in Europe, Charles Dar
win in 1859 declared that man is 
nothing more than an animal. 

This then was the scene in 
which Europe was engulfed . 
Slowly, this influence moved 
west infiltrating the United 
States. In 1837 public schools in 
America began. This was a full 
217 years after the colonists 
landed at Plymouth. From the 
outset , public schools were 
fought tenaciously. "The more 
influential group were those 
leaders of religious denomina
tions who, especially in. the first 
half of the nineteenth century, 
feared the influence of secular 
education on the faith and mo-
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rals of the young people in their 
charge." Churches thought that 
"Bible teaching would be lost or 
perverted in common schools 
that all must attend. " (Great Is
sues in American Life by Wil
liam Benton) . 

This was just the beginning of 
a violent disruption in America. 
As the twentieth century 
dawned on America , public 
schools were going up every-· 
where, and so were the taxes to 
pay for them. John Dewey, of 
the infamous Humanist Mani
festo I, did more for the huma
nist takeover of schools than any 
other educator. Dewey was an 
atheist who was thoroughly op
posed to fixed rules. He fathered 
what is known as "progressive 
education." He died in 1952, but 
his philosophy still reigns. Since 
his death, federal government 
has so effectively moved into 
control that local communities 
hardly even know what is going 
on. What began in a church with 
a Bible and a preacher ended 
with billions of dollars and de
basement on the steps of our na.
tion 's Capitol. 

Education that was started 
PRIMARILY to teach Biblical 

principles and foster a moral 
country was court oJ"dered right 
out of the door in 1963 when 
prayer was banned in public 
schools. 

God is gone from education
so is the Bible, prayer, and the 
minister. As a result, today the 
United States has a Godless edu
cation system that is glaringly 
manifested on every publically 
taxed primary, secondary, and 
higher education campus. 

Public education is in tragic 
shape because public education 
is a misconception. U.S. News 
and World Report in 1980 stated 
that " for the 17th consecutive 
year, Board scores were down 
for college students." Scholastic 
Aptitude Tests (SAT) and Ameri
can College Testing Programs 
(ACT) all report declining aca
demic scores over the past 15 
years. Why? Because God is no 
longer honored in public educa
tion , with the final blow coming 
from the Supreme Court in 1963, 
making it unconstitutional to 
have voluntary prayer in schools. 
Incidently, I don't believe the 
failing scores of college bound 
students for 17 consecutive years 
is accidental, because when that 
quote was made, those years can 
be traced right back to 1963 
when our nation told God to get 
out of education. 

What needs to happen to re
verse the sad demise of public 
education is to return to the 
principles and format of early 
education in America. 

Voluntary prayer or moments 
given for silent meditation dur
ing the first minutes of every 
day could hardly be harmful or 
unconstitutional. 

The threat to our nation is not 
a nation of God-honoring, Bible
believing people, because these 
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are the people who secure for us 
with their blood and devotion to 
God the country that we have. 
The real threat is coming from 
unscrupulous, liberal-minded 
atheists, who through laws and 
the courts are trying to reinter
pret and, in some instances, void 
the U.S. Constitution and usher 
in a really perverted society of 
"every man doing what is right 
in his own eyes." 

The concept is often given that 
the First Amendment means 
separation of church from state. 
That is erroneous. What the in
tent of the Bill of Rights (first 10 
amendments) was for , was to 
separate the state from church. 
In other words , no state interfer
ence or prohibitions. You can 
see we have come a long way, 
unto the place where govern
ment is meddling in all areas of 
private life . 

Finally, there are those who 
say that if Christians want 
prayer so bad, let them pray at 
home and their churches , where 
it 's proper. They do. Permit me 
to indulge in some remonstra
tion . Think of how ludicrous it 
would sound if we were all told 
that we could have freedom of 
press and speech provided ·.ve do 
so only in our churches or 
homes. r 

The conclusion must be obvi
ous. We either have freedom of 
religion and other inalienable 
rights, or we don't. 

. .. whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be 
saved (Romans 10 : 13). 

Men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint (Luke 18:1). 

(Editors note: Michael A. 
McGovern is the pastor of the 
Northside chapel of the Four
square Church.) 
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