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Registration disadvantages 
By Lori Getter 
Editorials Editor 

Computer searches, soft per
suasion and stiff warnings sound 
like the tactics used to catch 
criminals , but Washington in
tends to use them in hopes of re
versing a sharp drop in one of 
the most controversial subjects, 
registration of the draft. 

Last year, President Ronald 
Reagan put into law the registra
tion of the draft, making it a fel
ony for those who fail .to regis
ter. Under the law, males must 
report to. a post office within 30 
days before or after their 18th 
birthday and provide name, ad
dress, telephone number, birth 
date and Social Security number. 
Registrants still have the 
right, if their is an actual draft, 
to claim then that they are con
scientious objectors. So far 8.4 
million men, 92 percent of those 
covered, have registered. 

That leaves 674,000 who have 
not. So far, the Selective Service 
is preparing to prosecute 160 
young men. If they are prose
cuted and convicted, they could 
receive the maximum sentence 
of five years in prison and a $10,-
000 fine. So begins a series of 
trials the federal officials hope 
will strike the fear of Uncle_ Sam 

, 
into young men who have failed 
to register. 

The issue of draft registration 
is a big controversy and contra
diction for the Reagan Admin
istration. Two years ago, Rea
gan 's viewpoint was totally dif
ferent. After the invasion of Af
ganistan , former President 
Jimmy Carter persuaded Con
gress to fund a registration sys
tem so that any subsequent draft 
could produce an army quickly. 
Candidate, Ronald Reagan said 
that he "opposed the system" 
and that it was "morally 
wrong." But once in office he re
tained it on the grounds of "na
tional security" 

National Security isn't a justi
fied reason anymore. For the 
first time since the Peacetime 
VJlunteer Service Program was 
initiated in 1973, recruitment has 
increased. Reports are now con
firming that the Volunteer Ser
vices are all exceeding their re
cruitment goals and expect to 
continue growing. Teen-agers 
can 't afford to go to college be
cause of the Reagan budget cuts. 
Therefore they are turning to 
the military. No intended corre
lation. 

The stiff punishments would 
be a big mistake. Those who 
may be convicted for not regis-
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tering are recelVlng, in some 
cases, more prison time then 
convicted criminals of rape and 
murder. Also since there is a 
lack of vacancy in our prisons, 
where are they going to put 
these so called " criminals"? 
They'll probably set free the oth-

ers· in order to make room. feel the loss if they are con
victed. The way the Selective Service 

has "selected" the first to go on 
trial, is questionable . Most of 
those young men belong to reli
gious or pacifist groups that 
have verbally spoken against the 
registration. Communities will 

The registration for the draft 
is a big mistake. The convictions 
will be like arresting 160 Lech 
Walesas. Draft registration 
should be terminated because 
it's a waste of time and money. 
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Athletic dreams 
I wish I were an athlete. I would like to bask in 

the thrill of victory or anguish in the agony of de
feat. 

I would like to score the winning touchdown or 
slam dunk a crucial basket. I would like to 
achieve an incredible time in a cross country 
meet or boot the winning goal in a good game of 
soccer. 

Some people are born athletes with speed, 
prowess , and agility. Others are born with the 
grace and coordination of a Saint Bernard puppy. 

I fall in the "others" category. 
I played football in grade school. I was on the 

flag football team that won the championship. I 
wasn't exactly the star of the team, but someone 
was needed to play the front line, and I was that 
someone. John Engen: Front line. 

Our coach said that I could've been a great run
ning back, except for the fact that I ran too long 
in one place. 

I caught three footballs in my career and be
lieve me, a crowbar is the best way to remove 
them from the mouth. 

After retiring from football , I decided track and 
field was probably more my bag. Soon, I discov
ered that this sport involved strange and compli
cated exercises such as running, and that's where 
my track effort ended. 

Having attempted the grid-iron and the asphalt 
track, my athletic options were becoming limited. 

"Perhaps," I thought, "this incredible physique 
of mine was created to elevate the sport of bas
ketball to an art." 

Although I enjoyed basketball , no one had told 
me that passes thrown hard can deviate from the 
intended path. Indeed, these passes often devi
ated into my face and other crucial areas. Once 
my voice had returned to it's low pitch, I gave up 
roundball. 

Finally, after making a mockery of three major 
sports, I came to the realization that I was not an 
athlete. 

Unfornatley, I still posses the epitamy of the 
sporting life : Athlete 's foot fungi . 

Who knows, maybe it's a sign. After all, I've 
never tried baseball. 
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