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Rose visits Spain 
By Wendy Norgaard 
Features Editor 

Salamanca, a rainy, humid 
section of Central Spain-was the 
nome for Jenny Rose during the 
month of April this past year. 

While Rose was in Salamanca, 
she attended an International 
college for the sole purpose of 
learning Spanish. She said she 
met people from Japan, Belgium 
and China. " It was really inten
sive. We spent four hours a day 
learning Spanish. " At first , Rose 
said it was difficult to adjust to 
the language. Also, " It was hard 
having blonde hair and I wore 
different clothes so that I stood 
out. " Blo.1de hair and fair skin is 
such a steep contrast compared 
to the dark skin and black hair 
of the Spanish. 

coffee and a slice of bread. 
Then, at 2 p.m. all of the busi
nesses close down and the big 
meal of the day is eaten. Busi
nesses reopen at 4:00. Rose then 
said that social hour starts at 8: 
00. "Everyone is out walking 
around. It's impossible to get 
anywhere. " At about 10 p.m. an
other meal is cooked. Rose said 
that the food is fried in olive oil 
because it's so plentiful. The 
main food includes fried pota
toes, ham and sausage type 
meats, bread and seafood. 

was vogue. You get stared off 
the street for wearing tennis 
shoes." She said that mini skirts, 
black pumps and the color pink 
were all standard dress. 

When Rose went to Spain, 
whe went predjudiced toward 
the Spaniards because she had 
been to Mexico and known what 
they were like. She said the men 
were "awful and chauvanistic. " 

"They whistle and make hiss
ing noises at you even when 
their wife or girlfriend is with 
them." It's really disconcerting. 
All they do is smoke, eat greasy 
food, and drink wine ," Rose 
said. 

During her stay in Spain, Rose 
was able to tour with the col
lege. They saw ancient Moslem 
ruins from when the Arabs occu
pied Spain. She describes it as 
"incredible." 

One thing Rose found odd was 
a custom practiced by the people 
of Spain , mainly devout 
Catholics. "Every Sunday after 
church everyone goes out for a 
beer." 

A lot of time in Spain is de
voted to eating and drinking, 
Rose said. Breakfast consisted of 

Another aspect that she de
scribes as incredible was the 
fashions in Spain. "Everything 

A year in Denmark 
By Wendy Norgaard 
Featured Editor 

She traveled overseas seeking a challenge in 
Ringsted , Denmark. In this Scandinavian land 
where the English language hardly exists, M.C. 
Crump discovered a different culture and a new 
language - Danish. "All the way over I had to 
keep reminding myself that I motivated myself to 
do this and I wanted the challenge." She said she 
was prepared to be open-minded. And what was 
she expecting? An " Old Europe" with town
houses along a canal. 

But her ideals were shattered. When she ar
rived in Denmark July 4, 1981, it was raining -
typical for Denmark. It was then she realized how 
advanced and modern everything was. She also 
noticed the smallness of everything; small town, 
small cars, small houses. "Everything was minia
ture. " She said her main shock was the teeny size 
of the house she was to live in for the next six 
months . 

When she stepped into the Danish lifestyle, she 
didn't know a single word of the language. " It 
was frustrating," she said, "because you can't ex
press anything." Crump said that the first day 
was spent sitting with the family drinking tea, try
ing not to drop her tea cup or attrac~ any more 
attention. She said that the conversation was all 
in Danish because none of the family spoke Eng
lish except the 14-year-old girl, Bettina. 

"She didn't say much because she wasn't confi
dent with her English," Crump said. " Bettina 
would teach me words slowly. " Crump said she 
felt like she would learn a lot one day, and the 
next day she thought she hadn't learned a single 
word. "I was discouraged but, pretty soon you 
start to absorb the language and copy phrases." 

Crump pointed out that the Danes are shy at 
first , but, " If they want something, they let y~u 
know. They're not a confronting people. They re 
calm, quiet, yet direct." 

Crump explained the Danish family more exten
sively. She said that the Danes concentrate on 
family life, not so much on social life . With a little 
giggle she said she spent a lot of afternoons after 
school at friends ' houses not saying anything, but 
just sitting in their bedrooms drinking tea. 

"There's not many clique problems," she said. 
"They look at who they are, not what they look 
like." 

Even though Crump was part of a Danish fam
ily, she said, " In a way I was a different person. I 
felt inferior," mainly because of the language bar
rier. "I kept everything in and didn't complain or 

criticize." She said that's when the tension began 
to build within her Danish family. "They (the 
family) was too idealistic and worked too hard 
and at the same time I was trying to deal with the 
isolation. They didn 't have time for each other." 

So, she changed families after six months and 
began a new life with a close school friend and 
her family in Haslev, Denmark. She said that it 
was a lot easier the second time around because 
she already knew the language and the family and 
had adjusted to the culture. Crump also said that 
it was easier to live in the same town as her 
school so that she wouldn't have to commute so 
far. She said she felt like her first Danish family 
didn 't have an interest in her studies or her activi
ties because no other children in their family 
went to the same school. 

She described her new ·family as being conser
vative and down-to-earth. "Their life was consis
tent and they had time for each other. " 

There were two children, the daughter, Hanne, 
Crump's friend , and the 11-year-old son, Chris
tian. With a toss of her head and a chuckle, 
Crump remarked, "I had some real intelligent 
conversations with Christian!" She said it was be
cause her speaking level was almost the same as 
his. School life in Denmark ends at age 16. Crump 
said, "You go to class because you want to 
learn." She said that the students who decide not 
to go to school search for a job. 

Crump noted that her study habits improved 
because of the influence she received from her 
Danish sister. "She studied so hard! " 

Crump's social life consisted of a porcelain 
painting class on ~onday, Tuesday and she took a 
Danish course, Wednesday she had dance class 
and Thursday she participated in the school choir. 
She traveled with the choir to Finland, Belgium 
and Sweden. Crump said, " I felt like a part of 
them (the choir) . We got along great and I felt 
close to them." 

Periodically Crump and the other 46 exchange 
students who traveled to Denmark got together 
and helped each other through the rough spots 
during their stay. "There were a lot of ups and 
downs and hard times. " But Crump said she 
learned a valuable lesson. " I'm self-disciplined, 
more independent. I do things on my own and it 
doesn't bother me. " 

When she returned to Missoula she said that she 
was more aware politically of what was going on 
around her. 

"You have to be aware of everything that's 
going on in such a small country." She also said 
that she was more critical of the American life
style and government. " I went to Denmark as a 
proud American. I came back proud of Den
mark." 
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