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Mandatory law stud:y may harm students 
Recently the State Office of Public In

struction has been developing a course on 
law that will be taught in high school gov
ernment classes. It will try to give stu
dents a better understanding of the U.S. 
legal system. · 

The surface idea is appealing. Stu
dents need to learn more about the U.S. 
government besides just "memorizing" 
the Constitution, but the proposed pro
gram will not aid students in understand
ing law. It will instead become an 18 week 
crammed government class. The two to three week course will be 

part of the required curriculum of Ameri
can government classes. Lawyers hope 
that the program will be able to start later 
this year. 

Teachers are barely able to teach the 
basics of the U.S. government in that one 
required semester, let alone drop three 
weeks from their schedule to have layw
ers come in and discuss law. Rick Bartos, staff attorney for the 

public instruction, is developing the 
course, ·which will study actual cases 
which went to the Montana Supreme 
Court and even some that went as far as 
the U.S. Supreme Court. Bartos also plans 
to include lawyers to help teach the 
course and train teachers about the sub
ject. 

The Montana Bar Association is a 
staunch supporter of the plan. Probably 
because it will give lawyers a good name. 
Bartos said that " it (the program) will im
prove the image of the law profession in 
Montana." That quote makes the whole 
program sound like an ego trip for the 
lawyers rather than students learning 

Abortion measure 
strips court 

By Lori Getter 
Editorials Editor 

The topic of abortion has al
ways been a controversial sub
ject, but the issue has taken on a 
new argument. Instead of the 
disagreement on the right to life, 
it has now become a debate on 
whether we have the right to 
strip the Supreme Court o( it's 
judiciary e?wer. 

In 1973, the Supreme Court le
galized abortion, which caused a 
hot debate, led by Moral Major
ity leader Jerry Falwell and 
North Carolina Republican Sena
tor Jesse Helms, who have been 
politically advocating anti-abor
tion legislation. Recently, their 
voluntary school prayer measure 
was defeated in Congress and 
they have now put their efforts 
toward the anti-abortion fight. 

Helms and Falwell are trying 
to overturn the 1973 decision by 
way of court stripping, taking 
the judiciary power of checks 
and balances away from the 
court by having a Congressional 
majority to override the meas
ure. 

court jurisdiction on social is
sues is proper, 

Helms' approach has been a 
fast method, easier and much 
quicker than going through the 
long procedure of ratifying a 
constitutional amendment. And 
according to Helms, "Time is 
important if your killing a mil
lion and a half babies through 
abortion." 

No matter what tactics Helms 
and Falwell use to make abor
tion illegal, there will always be 
senators such as Montana Sena
tor Max Baucus, who will use 
things like filibusters to kill leg
islation which will take power 
from the Courts. 

If abortion does become ille
gal, that won't stop the problem. 
Abortion will be just like drugs. 
If you want them, you can al
ways find them. 

This will start a more con
troversial debate, especially on 
the local levels. Abortions are 
now performed in clinics by doc
tors, but if abortions do become 
illegal, girls will go to the streets 
to get them. It will become a big 
money-maker for the black mar
ket. 

about law. 
Since lawyers are so concerned about 

education, they should support a year long 
government class instead. It would enable 
teachers to give the students more under
standing of the law and government. 
There then would be the time to have 
lawyers come in to give their perspective 
of law. 

Having only 18 weeks of government 
is simply not enough. Sure, students can 
cram all that information with or without 
the lawyer's proposal, but all that infor
mation won't sink in. 

Learning and understanding takes 
time. Time that doesn 't exist now, but 
hopefully will in the future. The only an
swer to all of the problems is a needed re
quired year long government class. 

Lori Getter 
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Right-to-Life supporters such 
as Falwell believe that federal 
courts have gone too far in inter
preting the Constitution when 
they legalize abortion. Falwell 
and his followers believe curbing 

Pro-lifers such as Falwell and 
Helms should leave the 1973 de
cision alone. Nothing will be ac
complished except a rise in 
crime and the Court stripped of 
its power. 
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