
Irving unleashes 
his imagination 
By Shawn McNutt 
Assistant Fine Arts Editor 

John Irving unleashes his wide 
imagination and lets it run 
rampant throughout his new 
book, "The Hotel New Hamp
shire." Irving induces much 
creativity in this novel, which 
makes it a pleasure to read. 

"The Hotel New Hampshire" 
is about a family and their hotel 
business. The book spreads 
through New Hampshire , 
Vienna, and New York City. The 
novel has every strange charac
ter in it from pornographic nihl
ists to talking lesbian bears to 
orgasm-faking prostitutes. Its a 
wonder how Irving came up 
with such far-fetched characters. 

The main characters in the 
book are the Berry family, own
ers of the hotel. The family is 
forced to deal with rape, death, 
suicide and terrorism, and a lot 
of other issues. Irving character
izes the the family remarkably 
with such literary force, and 
makes them into characters that 
I will not easily forget. I have 

not seen such characters since 
Stephen King's "The Stand." 

Irving rebels against rape and 
terrorism in his own strange 
fashion, and then he gives the 
characters their vengeance, 
which leaves the reader cheering 
for more. 

Irving writes different than 
any other writer I have read. He 
uses a brand of wierdness, come
dy, and sensitivity in his writing. 
He is different, he dares to be 
that way. I think this is why so 
many critics like him. 

Every writer has his weak
nesses. Irving tends to ramble on 
and then pick up lator on. He 
uses some nonsense which is 
not needed, and he tends to get 
too wierd in his writing at some 
points. Some of the weird parts 
get way too heavy. For example, 
the sexual relationship of John 
Berry and his sister Franny, in 
which they have a sex marathon. 
It gets a bit disgusting. I really 
don't think it is needed. I'll 
admit his writing isn' t for every
one, but I think there's a little 
something in the "Hotel New
Hampshire" that everybody 
would enjoy. 

Activities erase drudgery 

. Drudgery. That's one way many people describe 
htgh school. It doesn't have to be a drudgery if 
people WOUld get involved in school or O.Itside ac
tivities and clubs. Many of the school clubs and 
activities need more members. 

If interest lies in good will or is school-oriented, 
Key Club or Pep Club will do. If interest lies in 
relating to new people and new cultures, the In
ternational Club is available. This club offers 
people the option to talk to the Hmong and La()
tion students, and a chance to learn about their 
culture and old life. A pot-luck dinner that prelu
des a soccer game is a frequent International Club 
event. 

For the students who are interested in the out
doors, the Outdoor Club is one option. This club 
offers day hikes, bicycle trips, cross-country skiing 
and an annual trip (for the most part) to Glacier 
Park to watch the fish spawn. The eagles, who 
gather to eat the fish, are fascinating to see. Last 
year, an observation post was available to the 
tourists, with a guide to give information. The 
only downer about this trip is the temperature; 
the outdoors people must endure freezing temper
atures for two nights. It's not all that bad, though, 

as a hike and a possible snowball fight are parts 
of the agenda. 

Many other clubs and activities are available 
through the school, and students benefit from the 
clubs' experience. For example, DECA gives stu
dents business experience. The clubs can also look 
good on college or job applications, besides being 
fun. The Student Senate gives students an impres-

. sive credential on college applications. 
There-are many activities not cortnected with 

school that are ~njoyable and give experience. 
Missoula Children's Theatre (M.C.T.) is a fine 
dramatic program. It offers two levels of produc
tions for actors and actresses. The community 
productions are semi-professional, and people in
terested mUst-audition. The other productions are 
smaller and designed for children's audiences. 
Anyone who wants to participate pays $15, and is 
guaranteed a part. The plays are presented after 
four or five weeks of practicing for two days a 
week after school. 

If school is a drudgery, students should try to 
get involved in activities or clubs. Maybe some 
students will like them. It's worth a try, since 
you're in high school for at least four years if a 
graduation is planned. 

Taj Mahal relates well With audie.nce 
By Ellen Reynolds 
Fine Arts Editor 

Taj Mahal's audience was ex
cited. The audience knew Mahal, 
and Mahal knew them from pre
vious concerts in or around Mis
soula. The noice level Oct. 7 in 
the sold-out Wilma Theater kept 
rising as the wait grew. Some 
people had stood in line since 
6:30 p.m., but now the long line 
outside had disappeared. 

Review----

Taj Mahal came on, and the 
audience started to shout and 
clap. He was dressed in "tradi
tional" Montana garb ; jeans, a 
checked shirt with a string tie, 
and a hat (which wasn't cow
boy). He looked at ease, and 
grinned at the cheering audi
ence. The audience settled down 
when he played a few notes on 
his guitar. They cheered again 
when he started the first well
known song. And so the concert 
begin. 

Taj Mahal is a charismatic 
man, with a wide smile and ex
pressive face. He's also a tal
ented guitarist and pianist. Many 
times he plays with a back-up 
band, but this time he played his 
jazz, blues, calypso and reggae 
alone. Since there wasn't room 
for dancing, this was a wise 
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move. Also, he could relate hat. That was somewhat disap-
solely with the audience. . pointing. 

The audience participated a 
lot in singing, clapping or just 
enjoying. Mahalled the audience 
in singing, making them sing 
after him. Once the part was ab
sorbed, he just looked at the 
audience at the right time, and 
the audience sang. Mahal also 
got rhythm clapping started, and 
it sounded excellent. He wasn't 
playing to or for the audience, 
but with the audience. The audi
ence loved this, and joined in all 
the time. 

The sound crew was also dis
appointing. After Mahal came 
back from the break, the micro
phones at the piano wouldn't 
work. The speakers sounded like 
firecrackers, and a smoky smell 
drifted to the audience after the 
banging. The crew fixed the 
problem by putting a new micr()
phone in between Mahal and the 
audience. This was a disappoint
ment because the audience 
couldn't clearly see Mahal's 
face. 

Mahal was relaxed, and ap
peared to enjoy his good music Another bummer were the 
as much as the audience. His lights. They had a spotlight on 
face was openly friendly, and he Mahal which annoyingly flick
used his eyes to joke with the ered sometimes. The stage lights 
audience. He'd roll or open were turned on and off as the 
them right when the expression spotlight failed and worked. 
matched the lyrics . Many times Also, during an instrumental gui
his face was shadowed by his tar solo, the spotlight narrowed 
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until it showed only the guitar 
and Mahal's hands. It looked 
good, but was kept that way too 
long (about half the solo) . The 
audience needed to relate to Ma
hal's once in a while during the 
solo. 

Even with these technical 

problems, the concert surpassed 
any other. Mahal knew how to 
treat audiences that adore him 
and his variety of mellow music. 
Mahal was superior; an excel
lent musician who related with 
an excellent audience at an ex
cellent concert. 
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