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Palm reading reveals life's mysteries 

By John Engen 
Editor 

"You will live a long life," she 
said. 

It was just like something out 
of a " B" movie of the 1930s. But 
the scene was real, and took 
place at 2120 Reserve St. , the 
home of Tele, the palm reader. 

There was nothing terribly 
mystic · about her. She was a 
dark-skinned woman who looked 
to be around 60 years old. How
ever, she had a Spanish accent 
reminiscent of the stereotypical 
gypsy with a crystal ball in the 
old movies. 

I approached Tele at her home 
and identified myself and told 
her I was writing a story for the 
Hellgate High School newspaper. 

She was not anxious to talk to 
me as a reporter, but she agreed 
to read my palm for $10. 

Tele didn't give much infor
mation about her background, 

other than that she considered 
her ability to read palms a "gift 
from God" that she was born 
with. 

She also said, in rather broken 
English, that she was from 
Washington, D.C., and her herit
age was "mostly Spanish". 

I was apprehensive about hav
ing my palm read. Perhaps I was 
afraid I would hear something 
that I didn't want to hear, per
haps I didn't want to lose $10. 

"I can only tell you what your 
palm says," Tele said, "nothing 
else. " 

"Put your $10 in your hand 
and make two good wishes," she 
said. 

" I wish for success and happi
ness," I said after a little consid
eration. 

"This will come true," she 
said. 

She then proceeded to read 
my palm. 

"You will live a long life," she 
said. 

" You are good fella," she 
said, "You have good parents 
and you are good yourself. " That 
was nice to hear. 

"You like to have fun, but not 
alone, with friends," she said, 
"You don't like to talk behind 
others backs, you like to talk 
face-to-face." So~e would say 
that statement in inaccurate. 

"You like to stay liked," Tele 
said. Bingo. That was a very true 
statement, but it seems to apply 
to almost everyone. 

Then Tele dropped a bomb on 
me : 

" Your first love was a heart
break, " she said. This was true. 
Come to think of it, all of my 
loves have been heartbreaks. 

"A lot of girls like you, but 
you don't know it, " she said. 
Any interested parties should 
definitely call me, but remem
ber, first come, first serve. 

The entire palm reading ses
sion took around 10 minutes, 
and during the reading I also 
was told I would have a good 
marriage and father three chil
dren, and have lots of good luck. 

At the end of my session Tele 
asked me if I was satisfied with 
my reading. I said yes , not 
knowing what else to say. 

Tele indicated to me that two 
of the long lines on the palm 
mean length of life and the 
amount of luck a person would 
have. All of the other lines , she 
said, were words that she reads 
as clearly as others read letters 
on a page. 

I'm afraid I don 't take much 
stock in palm reading, but I'm 
cynical at heart anyway. 

Tele's final words to me were, 
"send a lot of your friends" 

Who knows, maybe you will 
live a long life, too. 

Snakes alive: Venomous vipers on stage 

boa constrictor slithers through Rebecca Kvest's palms as she 
displays its graceful head. 

By Sarah McMillan 
Assistant Editorials Editor 

Fourteen years ago Darwin 
Kvest saw his first snake bite. 

Kvest is a scientist researching 
reptiles and, more specifically, 
venemous snakes. Although he is 
not employed, he is continuing 
his research at Washington State 
University. 

Darvin K vest and his sister 
Rebecca have started to tour 
some states with a venemous 
reptile show they have created. 
They have $3,000 to $4,000 dol
lars worth of snakes. Most of 
them belong to K vest, although 
WSU owns a few. The snakes are 
kept in containers varying from 
canvas bags to large garbage 
cans. 

Throughout the show, film 
clips are shown that had been 
taken in laboratories. The clips 
showed reactions to snake bites, 
defense mechanisms of many · 
reptiles and the way in which 
snakes capture their prey. 

While speaking about them 
and showing the film clippings 
to the audience, Kvest handled 
the snakes on stage so the audi
ence could see unique character
istics of various species. 

What prompted Kvest to begin 
this tour was a desire to con
tinue his research. Since so 
many grants were cut, he has 
had no funding . He calls himself 
a "starring scientist" and hopes 
that his show not only will in
form people, but also make 
money so he may continue his 
research and put food on his 
presently barren table. 

The death of Kvest's best 
friend hit him hard. Kvest was 
only eight when his closest 
friend died of leukemia. He ha<t 

never been interested in snakes 
until friends in high school 
brought some to his house. They 
developed a display to take to 
the fair in Blackfoot Idaho. 
Kvest hadn't planned on con
tinuing work with snakes, but 
when a man came up to his 
booth at the fair and told him 
than venom from one of the 
most toxic snakes was being 
researched as a possible cure for 
leukemia, something clicked. 

He went to school at Idaho 
State University and later to the 
University of Idaho. He has been 
working with reptiles for the 
past fourteen years. Many of his 
works have been published in 
scientific journals. 

. One of his discoveries was that 
"harmless" garter snakes are ve
nemous. Fortunately, to be poi
soned, a person must let the gar
ter chew on him for a fairly long 
period of time. 

He handled mimy different 
snakes ranging from the garter 
snake to the grass green whip 
snake, to the African Blackneck 
spitting snake, to the King 
8obra. Kvest demonstrated how 
the African spitting snake func
tions. 

K vest and his sister will go to 
Helena, Butte and then off to 
Idaho. 

So far . the largest audience 
Nas in Great Falls , )Vhere ap
proximately 200 people showed 
up. The group may have to stop 
if the idea doesn't catch on be
cause the ticket sales so far 
haven't covered the overhead. 
They really hope people will 
hear about the show and attend 
it because people need to be in
formed about these things . As 
Kvest says "I like to give people 
things they can 't get any other 
way." 


