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editorials LdnCE) 

Evaluation proposal may harm education 
Recently Hellgate went through 

evaluation by a team of the Northewest 
Accreditation Association. It was carried 
out quite successfully and MCHS Superin
tendent Dr. Dennis Kraft has a new pro-

Kraft has a new proposal that will 
help eliminate some of the problems. He 
proposes to have all four high schools 

evaluated. Instead of all departments 
evaluated at once, Kraft suggests that a 
certain department could ·be evaluated 
each year. 

. posal that will have all four high schools 
evaluated every year. 

Every seven years, a team from the 
Northwest Association comes to Hellgate 
to make observations of all areas in a pe
riod of three days. In order to make those 
three days successful, a lot of planning oc
curs. · 

Last year, administrators started to 
prepare for the evaluation. Reports 
made by each teacher as well as depart
ments to give their viewpoints on what 
were the strengths and weaknesses. Then 
a team of teachers organized the reports 
and gave their own opinions. 

Then eventually the time came and 
the team of around 40 evaluators came to 
Hellgate and started the evaluation. With 
the evaluation strength, weaknesses, and 
recommendations were made. 

Tl\ls is 
wHA't's 
Bes+ for 
$tU.deJ&+3. 

The proposal suggests that a team 
would be made up of Missoula admin
istrators and possibly outsiders of the Mis
soula district. An example would be Prin
cipal Don Harbaugh and maybe some 
other administrators of other districts that 
have strong English departments. This 
team would then. evaluated the English 
department of all four schools. 

The team would then give recommen
dations to all four schools therefore fund
ing would be spent on the English depart
ments and not like currently have to fund 
all departments of one school in a short 
ne11oa of time. 

The entire process would take over a 
.. .. ~~· per department. The study would 
' occur in the fall. Then in January funding 
would be proposed to the school board. If 
adopted it would be used in the fall and 
finally the following spring it would be 
reevaluated to see if the changes were ef
fective. 

Kraft's proposal is very controversial. 
First of all, each department is different 

~~ for other school. That is what makes eacl 

Funding will now go to those areas 
that were recommended a need of im
provement. Whether it is to update books 
or purchase new equipment. The problem 
is that the funding will be divided many 
times therefore only minor recommenda
tions will receive the money. 
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life in the fat lane/iohn engen 

Flintstones vs. skiing 

·I dislike winter with a passion. I don't mind the 
temperatures. I can live with a little snow. I kind 
of enjoy wind. Why, then, do I hate winter? Be
cause I get lonely. 

"Engen, you muckhead, how can you be lonely 
with over a thousand people around you in school 
every day?" you ask. Well, it's not the lack of 
human companionship that makes me lonely, it's 
the lack of conversation that I can participate in. 
Everyone in Missoula skis, except for me. And all 
winter long, skiing is the main topic of conversa
tion, and I don't know anything about it. 

Everyone talks about all the fantastic runs they 
had while skiing, all the speeds they attained, and 
all the fun they had. All I talk about is slipping on 
the ice in front of my house and breaking several 
bones. I guess I'm not a fun guy. 

So all winter, I sit around and listen to some 
guy talk about his recent skiing trip. 

"I was doing about 45 down the face and 
jumped a spread-eagle off a mogul and caught 
max air!" the skier says. 

"I watched the 'Flintstones' last night, and boy, 
was Fred in big trouble with Wilma," I say. An
other of my many great skiing stories. 

I really should ski. After all, I'm Norwegian, 
and Norwegians invented the sport. My almost 
complete lack of coordination stops me from 
doing a lot of things, and it would probably hinder 
my skiing as well. 

But that's not the real reason 1-don't ski. The 
reason I don't ski is one that can not be argued. I 
don't ski because of the physical law of momen
tum. 

Imagine, if you will, 280 pounds worth of me on 
skis going down a steep hill, gaining speed all the 
time. Who is going to stop me? I would probably 
cause a great deal of damage to towns surround
ing ski areas. 

So now you know why I'm so lonely in the win
ter. So please, if you get .a chance to watch the 
"Flintstones" while waiting for the chairlift, tell 
me about it. I like to talk. 
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school so different. Hellgate's English de
partment may have different philosophies 
about teaching Shakespeare than at Sen
tinel. If the teams recommend that Hell
gate should adopt the style Sentinel uses 
and have the same books, all originality 
would be lost and maybe teaching the 
subject that certain way could become a 
failure. Therefore "whats best for stu
dents" as Kraft always comments, 
wouldn't be. 

Second, if the board adopts the pro
posal it's going to take a lot of motivation 
not only from the administrators but from 
the teachers as well. It is going to have to 
be thoroughly organized in' order for it to 

I 

become sucessful. 
Kraft must realize that their is a fine 

line between the program· becoming a suc
cess or a failure. Wrong recommendations 
will hurt the schools and more impor
tantly will damage a students education. 
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The Lance encourages letters 

Lori Getter 

to the editor. All letters must be 
leli!ibly handwritten or typed. 
Unsigned, libelous, or obscene 
letters will not be published. 

Drop letters in the Lance mail
box in the Central Office of in 
the Lance Office, room 318. 

The Lance reserves the right 
to edit spelling and grammatical 
errors. 


