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Blo. odhound•Drooping ears, sagging jowls 
eand a keen sense of smell 

By Meg Moulding 
Assistant Features Editor 

The bloodhound could hardly keep still 
as the harness was buckled on and the 
long lead-line attached. The article of 
clothing was presented to the dog and the 
co~and :·nnd" was given. The dog, Eli, 
draggmg his owner, Ron Milam, were off 
on a set up search for Hellgate junior 
David Woodbury. · 

Milam works for the Missoula Search 
and Rescue, and after 10 years decided he 
needed a dog to help him so he bought 
Eli . ' 

Eli is a purebred, registered blood
hound,: and according to Milam, Eli's 
father lS the bloodhound that was used in 
the movie "Escape from Alcatraz." 

- . :'Bloodlines are important," Milam 
said, "but in terms of disposition, all 
bloodhounds are basically lazy, gentle 

• - dogs." (And if they're like Eli, they like to 
sleep on top of the doghouse.) 

Milam trained Eli himseli, and is a 
member of the Northwest bloodhound 
Search and Rescue in Washington. Milam 

, said that training begins when the dog is 
about 6 months old. To train a dog to fol
low a certain scent, a person makes a trail 
a couple of hours ahead of the dog and 
t~e dog is given an article of clothi~g to 
pick up the scent. Milam said weather 
CC!nditions depend on how long a scent 
Will hold Wet weather is the best and so is 
moist ground, but dry hot weather is the 

• worst because of evaporation. Milam said 
that he's heard of scents that have held 
for 13 days, but that was an extreme case. 

Milam has only been on one real search 
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Eli (upper left) takes a snooze during the Interview. In preparation for the manhunt (lower left) Eli gets harnessed. The 
hunt comes to an end as Eli discovers David Woodbury In a tree In Bonner Park (right). 

with Eli, and that was the search for a re
tarded boy that was lost on Squaw Peak. 
they didn't have any clothing from the 
boy, so a helicopter had to drop some of 
the boy's bed sheets in a paper bag. Al
though the helicoper spotted the boy first, 
Milam and Eli still had to track to where 
the boy was. 

In case anyone is wondering what hap
. pened in the search for David Woodbury, 

here is how it happened. 
Woodbury left one of his socks with 

Mila?l, an.d t?Ok off for Bonner Park, zig
zaggmg: Circling and backtracking to con
fuse Eli as much as possible. After about 
10 minutes, Eli was put in his harness 
which is a signal that he is going on ~ 
search, Milam said, Then the sock was 
smelled by Eli (luckily he didn't pass out) 
and the search was on. It was sort of 

funny. According to Woodbury, Eli was 
on the wrong street the whole time. He 
also had to urinate on every tree. (Some
thing Woodbury probably didn't do.) Well, 
to make a long story short, Eli found 
David, who was in a tree in Bonner Park. 
Milam said that Eli has never been 
worked in a city, so the smells were com
pletely new to him. And apparently a bit 
distracting. 

-Lieutenant Derby seeks adventure • 1n law 
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Junior Brian Derby doubles as a student and a sheriff's cadet 
to develop a better understanding of law enforcement. Derby 
learns fingerprinting, prisoner photography, report writing and 
more. 

By Lori Mattina 
Staff Writer 

Looking for adventure? Hell
gate junior Brian Derby found it 
as a Missoula County Sheriff's 
cadet. 

The cadet program, originated 
by sheriff John Moe in 1973, is a 
program designed to provide 
high school students with a bet
ter understanding of law en
forcement and its related re
sponsibilities. It works on devel
oping a positive attitude in stu
dents toward law enforcement. 

Derby has been a cadet for 
three years, and now holds the 
middle of the three rank posi
tions elected by the cadets : lieu
tenant. 

Derby ·said he went into the 
cadet program looking for expe
rience in the law enforcement 
field. "I wanted to learn as 
much about police work as I 
couid," said Derby. 

Derby said he plans on going 
into the Air Force to study law 
enforcement and "hopefully re
turn to Missoula County as a 
deputy." Derby said that he 
would prefer a being a deputy in 
a smaller city like Missoula not 
only because of the lower crime 
rate than that in larger cities, 
but the fact that he would be 
able to meet people. 

Derby said that the cadets 
have monthly class training 
meetings where they learn such 
things as fingerprinting, crime 
scene and prisoner photography, 
first aid, fire arm safety, data 
collecting, report writing, and 
various other procedures. 

Once at a burglary, Derby said 
he helped take fingerprints and 
photos. He has been in the crime 
lab, and has had to calm rela
tives at a double homicide scene. 
"Cadets have often been security 
guards at grade school dances," 
said Derby. 

Derby found " ride alongs" to 
be the most enjoyable part of 

the cadet program. One deputy 
and one cadet ride in a patrol 
car in their jurisdiction (outside 
the city limits) , and the cadet as
sists the deputy as needed. 

Any patrol car may be called 
to a "potentially' dangerous situ
ation", and it is up to the discre
tion of the deputy what the 
cadet should be able to do, said 
Derby. 

Cadets have to sign a waver of 
liability so that they can't file 
suit against Missoula County 
Sheriff's Office in case of injury. 
There is always some risk of 
danger when on patrol. 

The cadet program is open to 
any high school age student, 
male or female. Cadets meet 
twice monthly with two adult 
advisors who are employed by 
the Missoula County Sherriffs of
fice. Currently there are six ac
tive cadets. 

It is mainly due to the depu
ties volunteering that makes the 
cadet program a success. 
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