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Christmas decorations light up Missoula’s Higgins Avenue as Christmas shoppers make last minute attempts to till shopping lists.

Committee offers pros and cons on 7-period day
By Andrew Dayton 
Staff Writer

Missoula County High School 
(MCHS) Superintendent Dennis 
Kraft wil receive a written re
port and recommendations on 
the possibilities of a seven-pe
riod day at the next board meet
ing. A task force consisting of six 
administrators will present the 
teacher and student recommen
dations.

Most favored by the commit
tee is a plan called “option 4.” 
This daily plan contains seven 50 
minute periods and a single 45 
minute lunch. The schedule

would be as follows, 
period 1 — 8:05-8:55 
period 2 — 9:00-9:50 
period 3 — 9:55-10:45 
period 4 — 10:50-11:40 
lunch - 11:45-12:30 
period 5 — 12:35-1:25 
period 6 — 1:30-2:20 
period 7 — 2:25-3:15 
The committee found the

major problem with this idea 
was ending school at 3:15 p.m. 
This time schedule conflicts with 
the bus routes of the grade 
schools which also uses Beach 
Transportation. One solution 
brought up would be to start 
school at 7:30 a.m. to avoid any 
conflict.

At a general meeting to gain 
input from the teachers, all 
three schools were represented 
by one person in each area to re
late how that area felt on the 
seven-period day possibility.

The first to speak was the sci
ence department. They did not 
want less than 50 minute classes, 
but were in favor of having a 
split lunch schedule. Student- 
teacher contact time was 
thought to be beneficial, and the 
seventh period optional.

The math department support
ed option 4, as did the science 
department, but changing the 
single lunch period. They want 
to add one additional teacher to

each section and have small 
study halls. There was some sup
port of having varsity sports 
start during the seventh period.

Music, art and drivers educa
tion classes were grouped to
gether. This area wanted small 
study halls that could be used as 
a time for students to receive 
help from the teachers. This 
area supported option 4.

Foreign language favored a 
mandatory seventh period with 
small study halls. They wanted a 
language lab as well as the third 
and fourth year language classes 
split if enrollment made it feasi
ble. The foreign language de
partment does not support the

split lunch program.
The English department sup

ports the option 4 plan and the 
small study halls where teachers 
are available to help students.

The social studies department 
does not want the length of the 
day changed or a split lunch pro
gram. They recommended main
taining the 22 credit requirement 
and having small study halls 
within the class rooms.

Another problem would be 
funding for the seventh period. 
Additional staff would have to 
be hired. The money will come 
from the mill levies in the 
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During the holiday season, 
the poor and lonely feel 
more depressed than at 
any other time of year. 
Several Missoula organiza
tions attempt to bring 
Christmas cheer into the 
lives of these people ... 8 
and 9.

“Merry Happy and a 
Christmas New Year” — 
someone might surprise 
you with a holiday mes
sage like this one. Check 
out the personals by Hell- 
gate students and facul
ty .. . 10-12.
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