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Students protest memorial policy 
Emily Howell 

news editor 

Students dressed in black took part in a protest of 
the school board policy banning memorials on school 
grounds and in school yearbooks. The twenty or so 
students gathered at lunch around the school intercom 
in the office and junior Aylinn Inmon asked for a mo
ment of silence over the loudspeaker. 

Inmon and Christine Ahlin, senior, began plan
ning for the protest a week in advance. Inmon said it 
started when they "got tired of ranting about stuff and 
decided to do something." Originally, said Inmon, 
the idea was to just wear black and a walk out was 
considered. The two instead settled on a moment of 
silence and flyers were printed with the words: "In 
Memory Of: A Non-Violent Direct Action Movement 
in Honor ofThose We've Lost." They wanted the 
protest to be noticeable, said Ahlin, but respectful at 
the same time. 

"A walk out would just look like a bunch oftru
ant teenagers not trying to work with anyone," said 
Ahlin. 

The protest was continued after school when the 
group went to the administration building to pres
ent its case. Inmon and Ahlin said the goal is not to 
completely revoke the policy. Instead the protest was 
an attempt to change the policy from a no-exceptions 
ban to one where memorials would be allowed on a 
case-by-case basis with the final decision being up to 
the school. 
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Studies have been done that show such memorials 
cause mental and emotional harm. 

"We've seen their data," said Inmon. "We've got 
ours. We just want something other than a blanket 
policy." 

When asked why he was protesting, junior Alex Hunt 

said "J feel strongly about this. I think it's stupid we 
can't say 'in memoriam of.' It's not going to upset 
anything and it's important to a lot of people." 

Students aren't the only ones unhappy with the 
policy. Earlier in the school year a group ofHellgate 
teachers wrote letters to the school board expressing 

di approval of the ban and Inmon said Principal Bennett 
was the one who suggested the protestors go to the ad 
nistration building. Many see the ban as an unnecessary 
form of censorship. 

"We're the people that knew them best." said Inmon. 
"We should decide how to remember them." 
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