
IDLE NO MORE
4_.------ ........ .... Drummers, singers, and a

Iris Olson team of young jingle dancers in
Editor-in-Chief full regalia led a march in soli

darity to the Missoula County
Courthouse last week. Protesters met in Caras Park at 
3 pm last Monday when Montana's Native American 
community heard the rallying cry of Canada's First 
Nation people. Organizer April Charlo of the Flathead 
Reservation introduced speakers, and the jingle danc
ers and musicians performed for a crowd of around a 
hundred people despite the freezing January weather.

The protest was part of the Idle No More movement, 
a campaign that started in Canada when a group of 
First Nation people (Canada's term for their indigenous 
population,) began speaking out against Canadian 
legislative abuses against tribal treaty rights, including 
a recently passed bill that removed thousands of lakes 
and rivers from federal environmental protection.

"Thank you for coming out to honor Mother Earth, 
Natives and Non-Natives," Charlo said, addressing the 

crowd.

Members of the Flathead Nation take part in the 
Idle No More March (Photo by Claire Michaelson).

Although the majority of protestors pres
ent were members of the Confederated Salish 
and Kootenai Tribes, a number of white allies 
showed up in support of the Idle No More 
movement. "It means the same for all of us 
across this Earth, we're coming out to stand in 
solidarity with other human beings," Charlo 
said.

Marianne Addison heard about the Mis
soula Idle No More movement on the Flat- 
head Reservation. She came with her two 
kids. Nearby,other mothers
pushed babies in strollers 
and kids held signs reading
"Idle No More," "Love Your News pg. 3
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Members of the Idle No More Move
ment on Jan 28th assemble in front 
of the Missoula County Court House 
(Photo by Claire Michaelson).

Salary shenanigans
Superintendent’s pay raise
causes conimotion
“ ~ “ A recent vote by the Mis-
Assistant Editor soula County Public Schools

School Board to raise the sal
ary of Superintendent Alex Apostle is causing com
motion among community members and students.

The raise will increase Apostles salary from 
$175,000 this year to $200,000 over the next two 
years. The MCPS School Board voted to 6-to-4 in 
favor of the raise, citing the Superintendent’s excep
tional leadership and the installation of innovative 
programs in the district. Many students, teachers 
and community members, however, are not fans of 
the raise.

One of these students is Yetta Stein, senior, who 
worked with several students from Hellgate and 
Sentinel High Schools to design an online petition 
asking Apostle to reject the raise. In addition, the 
petition asks voters to seriously consider their votes 
for school board members during the next election. 
To date, it has garnered over

Stein believes that, given the austere state of the 
economy and the tight budget of the district, a pay 
raise isn’t in order for the top administrator. Instead, 
Stein argues, any money proposed as a part of a raise 
for Apostle should be spent on part-time teachers, 
student activities or materials. “I want Apostle to 
refuse or give back the money the raise has offered.”

Apostle, on the other hand, see SALARY 
believes the petition is poorly-con- Continued on 
structed and claims it is “not very News pg. 4
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