
STUDENTS PREPARE FOR STATE POETRY OUT LOUD COMPETITION
' Ellen Ipsen _ Poetry lovers, unite!

Assistant News Editor This year's class' sch°o1' 

and regional Poetry 
Out Loud competitions

have come and gone, but state is right around 
the comer. State will take place in Helena on 
March 9, and this year, Hellgate will be rep
resented by three of its own: Austin Graef, 
junior, Dan Cook, senior, and Stella Shannon, 
senior. At regionals, Graef took first, Cook tied 
for second and Shannon placed fourth. The 
winner of the state competition will get an all- 
expenses-paid trip to Washington, DC where 
the national competition will take place April 
28-30. Only one representative from each state 
will compete at the national competition.

Each competition has varying requirements.

* Created by the National Endowment for the 
Arts and the Poetry Foundation, Poetry Out 
Loud is administered in partnership with the 
State Arts Agencies of all 50 states, the District 
of Columbia, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto 
Rico.
* A total of $50,000 in awards and school 
stipends is awarded annually at the National 
Finals.
*After successful pilot programs in Washing
ton, DC, and Chicago, Poetry Out Loud was 
launched in high schools nationwide in the spring 
of 2006.

Each competitor must memorize one poem 
for the school competition, two for region
als and three for state. For state, one poem 
must be fewer than 25 lines and one must 
have been written before the 20th century. 
Choosing just the right poem seems like it 
might pose a tough decision, but contes
tants all have their own unique methods for 
choosing the poems. Cook said, "I look for 
poems that aren't about the soul or gushy 
stuff. I choose ones that tell a simple, inter
esting story."

Competition is an important aspect for 
Poetry Out Loud, but for many, the poetry 
itself is most important. Shannon said, "I 
have put my heart into it like I do every 
year. The results are subjective; for me, it's 
the relation to the poem that matters the 
most."

Graef, who went to Nationals last year, said, 
"I do it for the love of the poetry. To recite a 
poem traditionally lets somebody convey the 
full emotion and message of a poem, which to 
me is absolutely amazing."

Cook, who has experience in acting, said, 
"It's a good chance for people to get stage 
experience and practice speaking in front of an 
audience."

Contestants are judged on many different 
categories, such as Level of Difficulty, Physi
cal Presence, Evidence of Understanding, with

Dan Cook, Austin Graef, and Stella Shannon are 
headed to Helena March 9 for the state Poetry Out 
Loud competition (Photo by Dan Hawthorne).

additional points given for accuracy in their 
recitation. Memorization can be tricky, so 
many tactics are used. Graef practices "in front 
of as many people with as many distractions 
taking place as possible."

Poetry Out Loud can lead to many exciting 
opportunities. Shannon, who went to Nation
als her freshman year said, "I met this crazy 
kid who had the deepest voice I have ever 
heard. When we were talking, a guy walked 
by who worked for NASA and asked if he 
would like to narrate a NASA film, which he 
went on to do!"

The recitation of poetry can be very reward-
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