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cheater ... Ruby Kazemi 

Assistant sports editor 

Olympic gym
nast Dominique 
Moceanu cap-
tured the atten

tion of the world in the 1996 Olympics 
when she won the gold medal. Little 
did Moceanu, or anyone else at that 
time, know that she had a younger 
sister who would also go on to inspire 
thousands through her athletic abili
ties. 

Jennifer Bricker was raised in Ob
long, Illinois, by her adoptive parents. 
Her story begins with the fact that 
she was born without legs. However, 
this did not stop her from taking part 
in volleyball, basketball, softball, and 
gymnastics as a child, relying on her 
arms to scoot around the court or bal
ance on the balance beam. She grew 
up in an environment that planted 
the idea in her head that she could do 
anything and was no different than 
anyone else. As a youngster she was 
drawn to tumbling, and her parents 
were not going to be the ones to tell 
her she couldn't. She went on to be the 
tumbling champion of Illinois in the 
only division there is, which is against 
able-bodied athletes. She was the only 
handicapped persori to ever compete 
in tumbling. 

Her love for the sport stemmed from 
the gr.mnast she idolized, Moceanu. 
She felt a strong passion for this gym
nast from an early age and shared 
a striking resemblance with her, al
though at this time she had no idea 
that they were at all related. Bricker's 
adoptive parents did not realize that 
her birth parents named on the birth 
certificate shared this Olympic gym
nast's name until they heard them 
being talked about on television one 
day. Bricker's adoptive morn realized 
she had heard those names before and 

checked BriCker's birth certificate, and 
found that they were a match. Bricker's 
birth parents were from Romania and 
were very strict and determined ath- As many of you know, Lance 
letes. When they saw that their daugh- Armstrong has admitted to taking 
ter had no l'egs, they gave her up for performance enhancing drugs for 
adoption. Reports would later come the entirety of his career. He lied to 
out from Moceanu about the brutal us. Many people, myself included, 
treatment she grew up under when she •--t:~~~~~~= looked up to a man who beat 
tried to emancipate from her parents. " cancer after doctors told him he 

When they were both adults, Bricker had a 40% chance of surviving. I 
believed that someone who meant wrote to Moceanu explaining that she 

was her sister and that she had been that much to the world of sports 
wouldn't let us all down by taking these drugs. 

given up for adoption. She described I can understand if he took them to help recover 
how as a child she had always idol- from cancer, but when he admitted to taking them 

•ized Moceanu and that she had been before the cancer it made me sick. This man had more 
her influence for starting tumbling. taJent in one of his hands than most do in their body, 
In writing this letter, it did not even and he wasted it with drugs. If he had remained clean 
cross her mind to include that she did for the rest of his life he would've been regarded as 
not have legs. It was not until later a hero. After he gave up his fight against the Interna-
on the phone that she revealed that tiona! Cycling Association (ICA), his life was thrown 
she had been born without legs while in turmoil 
talking to Moceanu about her tum- He lost all of his sponsorships, and I can't say I pity 
bling and gymnastics. Moceanu was him, because he was dishonest. I feel like if he had just 
in awe of Bricker and the incredible come out after the first time he failed a drug test we 
determination and strength that she would be able to get over it. Instead his failed drug test 
had to achieve such amazing goals. magically disappeared because of a large "donation" 
The two met and began to spend time to the ICA from Livestrong. 
together, making up for years they lost. "Pain is temporary. It may last a minute, or an 
Bricker and Moceanu have become hour, or a day, or a year, but eventually it will subside 

and something else will take its place. If I quit, how
close friends and have formed a strong ever, it lasts forever." It is quotes like this that made 
bond. Armstrong an. icon for his sport. The backlash he has 

Bricker wouldn't change her child- received has been enormous. The Manly Library in 
hood if she could. If it had not been Sydney, Australia, has moved all of his books and 
for her supportive adoptive parents biographies to their fiction section. 
she would not have been raised with Armstrong is not all bad, and he still has supporters 
the mentality that she could do any- in his court. He has raised more the $325 million dol-
thing. She was raised in a household lars for cancer research. If he has raised this much for a 
of love and support while Moceanu needy fund, can we really fault him for doing what he 
was raised through aggression and did to stay in the sport? The answer is yes, because he 
rigorous authority. Today Bricker could've done it without the help of PEDs, and instead 
continues to use her amazing upper relied on his own dedication and hard work. Jhis man 
body strength to perform in Cirque du gave up everything for drugs he didn't need to take, 
Soleil, which involves acrobatic stunts and that's not right. 
on a rope that require unbelievable 
athleticism. · 


