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It Takes a Village 2013: Students prepare for Ghana
— "Ghanaian culture is 

so alive and the peo
ple's energy is so posi
tive it is contagious," 

senior Allie Twidwell said when asked about 
her experiences in Ghana. For Twidwell's 
senior project, she is to travel to Ghana for the 
second time with a group of Hellgate students 
to complete a service project. This will be the 
fourth year that 'It Takes a Village', the orga
nization Twidwell is working with, will take 
a trip to Ghana. They will leave on March 27 
and return April 7.

The group will travel to the village of 
Ekumfi Attakwa, where they will be build
ing housing for teachers, working alongside 
Ghanaian construction workers to get the job 
done. Teachers currently have to walk to the 
school from nearby villages, but "local hous
ing will enable the teachers to stay longer at 
school to help kids with their
homework, and the kids will 
benefit from having their 
teachers and role models 
close by," said Twidwell.

Anna Ballew, junior, will 
be traveling to Ghana with 
the group for the first time 
this year. Ballew said, "It's 
important to maintain inter
national relationships. We 
will learn about a different 
culture and experience it in a
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kids in the village to continue their 
education. The group has already raised 
$3,000 by having benefit dinners and 
bake sales. They will be sending dona
tion letters to raise the remaining money.

safe environment."
Prior to the trip, the group will

raise $5,000 that will contribute to
wards the costs for building teacher 
housing as well as scholarships for

Lane Brown and Aiden Avery, 
two Hellgate graduates, will also 
be going to Ghana with the group 
of Hellgate students. Although 
Avery and Brown won't be part 
of Twidwell's project, they will be 
tagging along in order to make a 
documentary which will be called 
'Ekumfi Attakwa' and will feature 
the villagers and their culture.

The students will get a chance 
to bond with kids in the village. 
Twidwell is looking forward to

seeing Junior, a kid she met on the trip last 
year. Junior is almost completely blind and 
deaf. "He can't really speak but he has a cer
tain way of communicating with people. It's 
hard to explain but he is one of the most kind, 
genuine and generous kids I have ever met," 
Twidwell said.

While all students are excited for the trip, 
some have different reactions. Ethan How
ard, junior, is looking forward to the trip but 
has some worries about contracting a disease 
while in Ghana. He said, "I don't want to get 
any diseases that will make me die."

The students will spend two days explor
ing Accra, the capital of Ghana, two days at a 
resort called Green Turtle, and almost a week 
in the village of Ekumfi Attakwa working on 
their project.
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