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and realized they had similar 
i{lterests in mind as far as choir. 

the school so finding a location 
to practice can be difficult. In the 
past, they practiced at a differ
ent member's house each week, 
but everyone's schedules were 
very busy and it was hard to find 
times and places that worked for 
everyone. They now use a space 
at Sentinel where they meet on 

son Panion, Josh Hoshkinson, and 
Kira Means. The other members 
are from other schools around the 
community. Everyone sings and 
are accompanied on the piano by 
Sentinel senior Nicky Manlove, 
who also conducts the group. 

Rang-
ers are a 
talented 

group of motivated high school 
choir students from around Mis
soula. The students involved were 
looking to push themselves ill 
singing and wanted a smaller set
ting when they created the group. 

Originally there were only 
five members but the Tone Rang
ers has grown to ten members. It 
started when those first five mem
bers met at state choir last June 

"We wanted a greater chal
lenge," said Sentinel senior and 
group leader Kendahl Neaves. 
The members appreciate that 
everyone there is motivated and 
passionate about singing. "Ever 
one wants to be there," Neaves 
said. 

The Tone Rangers experiment 
with songs all the way from clas
sical to contemporary. They are 
always pushing themselves to try 
harder pieces. 

a weekly basis. Sentinel choir 
teacher, Jessica Tidwell, has been 
very supportive of the group and 
allows them to use the Sentinel 
choir room every Tuesday eve
ning. 

"We don't know what the fu
ture of the Tone Rangers will look 
like when Nicky and the other 
seniors graduate," said Neaves. 
For now, they are enjoying the 
moment while this special group 
of singers and musicians can all 
be together. 

The group is not run through Hellgate members include Car-

Osca:rs :nig;b. t, :a.ot, doa.e rig;b.t, 
Disregard for a 

moment the misogy
nist and tasteless ball 
of blech that was the 
previous Oscar night, 
and consider the 
award ceremony in 
the most self-satisfy
ing and kindest light. 

The Oscars can 
be wildly enjoyable, 
they can be inspiring, 
and they can even 
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Jackson Parker to magical. They can 
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and filmmakin~ and 
can serve as a nebu

lous for stars to congregate and shine off some of 
their luster onto a squalor of lesser beings called 
the audience. Now, this is looking at the Oscars in 
the unscrutinizing eyes of an easily awed child. 
Remove some makeup, some beautiful sets and 
enjoyable music scores, and the heaving and 
conceited innards of the Oscars can be shown to 
one and all. 

The real problem at the heart of the Oscars, 
and other award shows of its kind, is the.ir basic 
purpose. To glamorize celebrities; who are al
ready glamorized is enough to make one's eyes 
bleed. It seems redundant, and just kind of awful. 
Should. the award go to this fabulously rich celeb
rity, or this even more fabulously rich celebrity? 
And yes, while seeing the stars in pretty dresses 

and fancy tuxes can bring out a certain flashy sex 
appeal, it serves as a flimsy veil for the preten
sion and vanity that underlines the whole thing. 
These are awards going to some of the most cel
ebrated and propped up people IN THE ENTIRE 
WORLD! 

Looking past the gesticulating beast of vanity 
that can drape the Oscars, some parts of the show 
can shine through the sludge. Speeches from 
celebrities with a little heart, or those who really 
believe in their art, can be wonderful to watch. 
Like those from recent winners Daniel Day Lewis 
and Ang Lee. They had honesty and integrity 
in their speeches viewers were hard pressed to 
find elsewhere in the event. The same goes to the 
wiriners of some of the overshadowed categories, 
.like best short action film and those of the docu
mentaries. It's heartening to see actual surprise 
on some of their faces when they hear their name 
called. 

Which leads to another fatal flaw of the Os
cars: there isn't any surp~ise. What's the point of 
having multiple nominees in a category if every
one knows who's going to win? All the front run
ners: Argo, Jennifer Lawrence, Daniel Day Lewis, 
Anne Hathawa:r- and Christoph Waltz, won. 
While it definitely is an honor to get nominated, 
and is certainly a powerful milestone to wi,n the 
award, the lack of any surprise or mystery of 
the verdict makes it all seem ... well for the lack 
of a better word, boring. Maybe it's my nature to 
always root for the underdo~ but I want to see a 
look of surprise on the presenter's face when they 
say the words~ "And the Oscar goes to .... " And if 

. 
the presenter is Kristen Stewart, any emotion on 
her face would be good. 

What I have also failed to go over thus far (I 
never get to say thus, so I thought I'd just go for 
it) is the actual events of last month's Oscar jam
boree. I could write a whole other column about 
Seth MacFarlane's hosting job, but for efficiency's 
sake it was gaudy, rude, and ran like a Family 
Guy episode. 

He had some good jokes, but any good bits 
ran too Ion~ and his humor felt like a giant meta 
commentary about himself. While laughing at 
all his own jokes (which gave him the persona 
of douchier Jimmy Fallon) he also kept up an 
unceasing montage of sexist and racist jokes. He 
gave the expected Mel Gibson shot which, like 
most of his jokes, felt hacky and cheap. While 
not being the worst Oscar host ever, he did not 
deserve a medal by any means. Most of all Seth 
MacFarlane was being Seth MacFarlane, and if 
you want to get really up in arms about it, blame 
the Academy for placing a loose cannon host in 
the spotlight. He probably did the best job he 
could, which sadly, was very lacking. 

Whether or not the Oscars can mend its 
flaws remains to be seen. It's an easy fix to get a 
better host; but to add more suspense in a cat
egory, or make the event seem less narcissistic,· 
will undoubtedly be unobtainable goals for the 
Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences. 
But if the Academy can at least make the Oscars 
more relevant and interestin~ then I think they 
can take home at least some pride, if not a little 
golden statue. 


