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The final round of 
qualifying for the 2014 
FIFA World Cup in Brazil 
is underway for the United 
States Men's National Team 
(USMNT) and after the first 
game against Honduras 
which resulted in a 2·1loss, 
they have their work cut out 
for them. The next gam~ is 
March 22, at home, against 
a you,ng Costa Rican team. 
You would think a global 
economic powerhouse such 
as the U.S. should breeze 
by much smaller countries 
like Jamaica and Panama, 
but they have struggled to 
win important games like 
the one against Honduras. 
Another 2-1loss to Jamaica 
back in September and a tie 
against Guatemala in June 
were hiccups on the United 
States' way to making it into 
the final round of qualify
ing. 

One aspect that has 
hindered the United States' 
potential is the fact .that 
some of the members of the 

squad don't play their club 
soccer in Europe, and are 
still based in Major League 
Soccer (MLS) in the States. 
Because the MLS has a 
summer schedule, instead 
of the typical September to 
May season that the much 
more competitive Euro
pean leagues have, when 
National team games come 
around it can be tough for 
those players to get into 
good enough form, which 
is where the players need 
to be if they are going to be 
globally competetive. 

Even though the best 
players on the U.S. team do 
play club soccer in Europe 
(Clint Dempsey for Totten
ham in England, Michael 
Bradley for AS Romain 
Italy), it takes much more 
than a few talented individ
uals to have success at this 
level of competition. And 
with the National Team's 
all-time leading scorer 
and assist leader Landon 
Donovan currently taking 
a break from competitive 
soccer, the USMNT is in 
desperate need of some
on_e who can step up and 
score goals, and win games. 
Donovan is currently in a 
sort of limbo, and has yet 
to make a decision whether 
or not he will join the team 
for the remainder of quali
fying, not to mention the 
actual tournament finals. 
His leadership has been a 
huge boost for the team in 
the past decade, and finding 
out whether he is with the 

team (or not) should help 
the squad move forward. 
There are plenty of players 
that have the potential to 
fill the gap that Donovan 
has created, and play in a 
typical wide position. Brek 
Shea (who was not part of 
the squad against Hondu
ras) just completed a move 
to English side Stoke City 
(from FC Dallas), and made 
his debut on Feb. 23. Shea's 
pace and creativity on the 
wing was very influential 
in the U.S.'s first ever win in 
Mexico, in which he provid· 
ed an assist in the game's 
only goal. Even though 
Shea, 22, only has 15 senior 
'caps with the National 
team, his brief influence in 
the side has been outstand
ing. 

Head coach Jurgen 
Klinsmann, a former Ger
man national team player 
and coach, took over for 
Bob Bradley 18 months ago 
and has some decisions to 
make in the near future. 
Can he use his experience 
as a player (he won the 
1990 World Cup and 1996 
European Championships) 
to help the US actually win 
something? Hopefully he 
can pick a squad that has 
the best potential to do well. 
We may be a long way out, 
but personally I'm tired of 
waiting for a country that is 
incredible at so many sports 
to be good at the world's 
most popular one. 

Dates and locations; 
First Four: March 19 and 20 
Dayton, OH 
Second and Third Rounds: March 21 and 23 
Auburn Hills, MI 
Lexington, KY 
Salt Lake City, UT 
San Jose, CA 
Second and Third Rounds: March 22 and 24 
Austin, TX 
Dayton, OH 
Kansas City, MO 
Philadelphia, PA 
Regionals: March 28 and 30 
Los Angeles, CA 
Washington DC 
Regionals: March 29 and 31 
Arlington, TX 
Final Four: April6 and 8 
Atlanta, GA 
PATS PREDICTIONS 
No.1 seeds: Gonzaga, Indiana, Duke, Miami 
No.2 seeds: Michigan, Kansas, Georgetown, 
Michigan St. . 
No.3 seeds: Ohio St, Syracuse, Kansas St, 
Florida 
Cinderella Stories: Butler, VCU, Davidson, 
Wichita State, Montana 
First four out: Kentucky, Mississippi, Villa
nova, Baylor 
Bracket Busters: Oklahoma, West Virginia, 
Virginia, Maryland 

This year the NCAA tournament looks to be 
full of Madness. There is really no team that 
stands out as the top seed in the tournament, 
so look for many Cinderella stories, and many 
upsets that could stun you. It will definitely be 
a challenge to pick the right bracket this year. 
It's that time of year again, and College Basket
ball fans can't wait for the tournament to start. 


