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IMMIGRATION NATION 
The real faces of immigrants in America and the leaders who decide their future 
. Oft . . This bubble of seclusion and disengagement is a "I had about a week with her, before she had to en m our c1rcus-

h 11
. d side effect of living in a small town, or maybe just a leave. My mom didn't want us (me and my Dad) 

w ee 1ves an careers 
symptom of the American anti-Arcadian lifestyle. to watch her leave. But I watched her leave in a big 
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we can lose touch with 
context. We watch news stories, read articles, and 
hear from our teachers about global happenings; 
the civil war in Syria, AIDS activism in Africa, 
nucl~ar testing in North Korea, and even news of 
consequence here in America. But we become ac
customed to a near untraversable divide that stands 
between us and the actual events of the news. A 
metaphorical ocean dividing us and what really 
happens. How many of us actually know som·eone 
with AIDS? Who among us has seen firsthand the 
true and devastating aftermath of a hurricane or a 
mass shooting? 

It's safe to assume the rape trials at the University white van. They took her to the border, and then 
threatened to perforate a few spheres, but for most, they left her. She had to find her own waY:' 

. the world has yet to bare its teeth. Sound bites and Her mother is currently an acting nurse in Oaxa-
pictures hardly make a story relevant to a person; it ca, and Giovanna was able to visit her last year. But 
takes more than that to make people truly under- as of yet, their story remains without a clear ending. 
stand a story. It takes context. But for Giovanna and her family, and millions just 

The context that remains essential to understand- like them, there are indications of change on the 
ing an immensely important unfolding story such horizon, and with it the sure signs of hope. 
as Immigration, lies in people. It's one thing to hear While immigration is, at its heart, a family issue, 
about families in California or Arizona being torn in the greater scheme it remains cemented as a 
apart by Immigration laws; it's a whole different chess-piece in a heated political game. It's an issue 
beast to have it be a classmate. that will be chief among those addressed by con-

Giovanna Pacheco is a sophomore at Hellgate, tenders for the White House in 2016, and currently 
and a U.S citizen. She's made distinct by her is an intensely hot topic among lawmakers, the 
open smile and kind nature; as well as being floundering G.O.P, and the Obama administration. 
one of the few Hispanic students in our school. The real reasons to hope for change remain imbed-
She was born in Oaxaca, a state in Mexico, in ded in politics. 
the town of Puerto Escondido. That's were her 
Mom currently lives. Giovanna's mother was 
deported from this country three years ago. 

"My Mom had a student card to stay in the 
U.S. But she was in some trouble" Giovanna 
said as she recounts the story of her splintered 
family. "She got in a fight with a woman. Then 
the prosecutor made claims about her being 
an illegal immigrant:' 

Man showing his support for an America free of 
borders. (photo courtesy of creative commons) 

The story Giovanna tells is one shared by 
thousands of others across the U.S. Mothers 
and fathers, grandparents and caregivers, all 
being forced to leave the country, often leaving 

children behind, with no clear path to citizen
ship or even residency. 

The greatest reason for hope lies in changing 
demographics. In 2012 Latinos made up 10% of the 
elector.ate for the first time ever. They make up 16% 
of the nation's population, and they are the fastest 
growing minority in America. Not to mention that 
they overwhelmingly voted Democratic in the pre
vious election. Exit polls showed 71% of the His~ 
panic vote going for Obama, while only 27% voting 
from Mitt Romney. Republican's eyes opened with 
the startling realization that if they don't reform, 
they might never see the White House again. Immi
gration is a deal breaker issue for so many people, 
the G.O.P knows it has to come ·across differently 
on the issue, or they face the definitive risk of fall
ing into the straits of irrelevancy. 
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How do you feel about current c;· 

""" immigration laws? 

Follow up: Do you think there 
should be any changes made? 

"I think Immigrants 
should have to do it 
legally:' 

"I guess to let 
immigrants get 
citizenship if they 
pay taxes and 
get a job. Or else 
no. cc 

"I don't have any 
problems with 
them ... they are ok 
for me." 

"I don't think it's 
too hard to become 
a citizen." 


