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Which is where Marco Rubio comes in. This rising 

star of the G.O.P (and seen as a possible Republican 
candidate for President in 2016) is seen as one of 
the greatest hopes for reigniting the party, and for . 
helping families like Giovanna's. The Florida sena
tor is getting widespread support for head-starting a 
bipartisan Senate proposal to reform immigration. 
What's so rare about Rubio's apprqach, besides it 
being bipartisan, is the fact it offers illegal immi
grants a path to citizenship. Rubio, with a gaggle of 
other senators called "The Gang of 8" outlined parts 
of their plan last month. "This [the reforms] allows 
people the access to make their status at this mo
ment legal, if they meet certain benchmarks. And, 
ultimately, to have access to the regular opportunity 
that anybody else in the world would have, to get 
a green card. And obviously, once you get a green 
card, you're three to five years away from being a 
citizen . 

While Rubio's approach makes sense and has very 
widespread, many roadblocks remain in getting 
the legislation passed, largely coming from his own 
party. Most Republicans of the House and Senate 
are still against offering any path to citizenship for 
illegal immigrants. 

Their message was carried across all too well in 
former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush's new book Immigra
tion Wars: Forging an American Solution. In it, 
Bush advocates for reforming immigration laws to 
help his party, but falls well short of offering up any 
real armistice to immigrants, and cautions strongly 
against paths to citizenship. He encourages that we 
let immigrants stay, but not as he puts it let them 
"obtain the cherished fruits of citizenship': No, far 
from letting them have the chance to obtain equal 
rights to other American's, they would remain mem
bers of a permanent underclass. The message from 
most far-right conservatives like Bush seems to be: 

...-........ ...--~,.............,.~~-......,..,...._------------------.,.......,go home, or stay here and · 
take care of my lawn as a 
non-citizen. 

This isn't meant to be 
a diatribe against right
wing hardliners; it is 
truly the essence of their 
message. Of course Bush 
and other G.O.P fat cats 
would put it in more 

~~;;;;2::lU:~~ appealing language, but 
iiiii their message remains 

plainly xenophobic and 
not particularly fraught 
with hope for immigrants 
currently in the country 

!&iliii~:...::....~ ........ __....-----=-_.__J illegally, and those wish
Group of immigrants waiting to load a bus to a new land. {photo cour
tesy of creative commons) 

ui think they are ok, I 
don't have a problem 
with them." 

"No.': 

ing to move here. 
While some Republi-

cans stick to their rigid party lines, reformists like 
Rubio offer up hope to the estimated 11 million 
undocumented immigrants living in the U.S. not to 
mention .that the Obama administration is offering 
up significant support for the bipartisan reforms 
that are in the works. The White House has circulat
edits own plan, which offers undocumented immi
grants the opportunity to become legal, permanent 
. residents with green cards, within eight years. As a 
cost, they would have to pay back taxes, learn Eng
lish, and complete American civics classes. But to 
illegal immigrants the opportunity proposed would 
be a huge step towards legality and peace of mind. 

Congress and the Obama administration's im
migration plans could offer real opportunities for 
illegal immigrants, and when (it really is a question 
of when now) they're put in place, they could begin 
to heal broken families and give illegal immigrants 
the serenity of knowing that they wodt have to be 
constantly weighed down by the worries of survival 
and deportation. Hopefully the reforms will take 
place during this administration, but even if they 
don't, it's unconceivable we won't see them by the 
next decade or so. 

The laws would make it so immigrants can begin 
to make solid roots in this country, and help Latino 
and other communities flourish. They could help 
reunited families like Giovanna's, and enrich the 
futures of millions of other Latino's. It's been said 
time and time again, that America is a nation of 
Immigrants. So doesn't it make sense to welcome 
and bring aid to immigrants already living in our 
nation? 

A nation of dreamers and future-builders have 
the right, no the need, to help others achieve their 
dreams and futures. It's not arbitrary, it's common 
sense. And all it takes is a few acts of bipartisanship 
from congress, and maybe a little context. 

"I don't think it should be so 
hard to become a citizen ... 
people are .. kind of in the dark 
about how long it takes ... it 
took us 12. years!N 
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