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Immediately after Pope Francis's inau
guration into the papacy, he began a tour 
of the world to visit his loyal followers. 
First stop, Rockin Rudy's in Missoula MT. 

Distinguished as a fun shop for lo-
cal artists to showcase their jewelry and 
the ultimate gag-gift superstore, Rockin 
Rudy's is also credited with selling figu
rines of nuns, the nun-chucker, and Jesus 
himself. There's even a rumor that twice a 
week, just after closing, King James Bibles 
and Mexican Crosses are sold out of the 
back. This connection between Rockin 
Rudy's and the Vatican may possibly be 
stronger than previously thought, for as 
of March 18, the store was honored with 
being one of 200 recipients of the Pope 
Francis limited edition action figure. ( The 
dolls are marketed for the Popes estimated 
remaining life, which in Francis's case 
may be longer than usual.) For this reason, 
immediately after his inauguration, Pope 
Francis jetted to the Missoula International 
Airport where he was greeted by hun- · 
dreds of adoring fans. 

After the airport welcome he report
edly drove to a hotel where he chatted 
with acquitted drug dealers. J'he next day 
a ceremony was held at Rockin Rudy's 

as the pope purchased his own mini-me. 
Among the spectators were many Chaco
clad, Patagonia-jacket adorned hipsters 

good it should be a deadly sin" . 
Outside the store, Pope Francis gave 

a sermon in Latin which everyone com-
from the 
University of 
Montana who 
wore cruci
fixes around 
their necks 
and clutched 
their rosa
ries. Much to 
the crowd's 
delight, the 
Pope insisted 
on paying 
for the ac
tion figure 
with his own 
money and 
was turned 
down when 
he attempted 
to pay with 
euros instead 
of dollar 
bills. He then 
indulged in 
some huckle
berry choco
late joking 
with onlook- · 
ers "This is-so 

.....-- ......... - - -----:c:--- -----......,...- -......,............., pletely under
stood, acting as 
a ventriloquist 
while his action 

· figure did the 
talking. He later 
got a cup of 
Liberal's Brew 
coffee at But
terfly Herbs and 
reportedly paid 
a complement 
to the worker 
with green hair, 
torn clothing, 
and eighteen 
piercings. In all, 
the Pope's visit 
was well at
tended and very 
successful, and 
Rockin Rudy's 
will always be 
remembered as 
the place that 
Pope Francis 
bought an ac

~---------------------___.....~ tion figure of 
Pope Francis waves to his catholic brethren from 
the parking lot of Rudy's. Photo by Svetlanka Ulrich 

himself. 
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