
Don’t be afraid to jump ahead. There are few people who become more interesting the longer they stay on a single subject. Richard Hugo

SENIOR STRIVES TO PROMOTE AWARENESS OF HIGHWAY FATALITY
Yetto Stein documents highway fatalities through film
Olivia Adams Each year, in order
Assistant News Editor to graduate, seniors

must work extremely
hard to complete a senior project of their 
choice. Some are more simple things such

Similar crosses dot highways across Montana 
(Photo courtesy of Yetta Stein).

as trying something new. Some are major 
fundraisers for various organizations. And 
some, like the project of senior Yetta Stein, 
do things to bring awareness to major cur
rent issues and work to unite the commu
nity as a whole.

Stein has worked hard on a documen
tary about highway fatalities. This year's 
senior class has lost three members to 
highway fatalities, while Stein alone has 
lost eight. She has spent at least 24 hours 
recording, and easily 50 to 75 hours editing 
and driving around taking pictures. Being 
screened here at Hellgate for senior project 
day, it will also feature Hellgate student 
Teal Packard.

In 2012, the Montana Highway Patrol 
reported a whopping 183 crashes, and 196 
deaths as consequences of these crashes. 
That's for Montana alone. According to 
the National Highway
Traffic As
sociation, 
there were 
over 25,
500 vehicle 
deaths across 
the nation
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last year.
No matter what highway a person 

drives on, chances are that multiple cross
es marking the death of a person due to 
a motor accident will be seen. The only 
highways that crosses are not allowed on 
are interstate highways, as it is against fed 
eral ruling to place them there. However, 
that does not mean that there have not 
been multiple motor accidents that have 
taken place upon them.

"If my documentary goes over well at 
my senior project presentation, then I may 
also enter it in the Documentary Film Fes
tival here," said Stein. "I think I just want 
people to realize how big of a problem 
this is and to pay attention when driving 
and not be distracted. I want them to be 
moved. I want people walk out aware."
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