
Seniors service the Missoula community during annual Senior Service Day
Ruby Kazemi Cjradu-

Assistant News Editor ation day
is quickly

approaching and Hellgate’s seniors 
are more than ready to leave high 
school behind them and move 
forward with their lives. Though 
before they can reach gradua
tion day, they had to complete 
senior projects and then senior 
service day. Hellgate is the only 
high school in Missoula that has 
senior service day. It is a great way 
for them to get involved, and give 
back to a community that many 
of them have been raised in their 
entire lives. It is also “a chance to 
work together and see what you 
can do when you work together” 
said Jennifer Copley.

Even though it is community 
service, it is also a great time.
The seniors get to spend the day 
outdoors away from the confine
ment of classrooms. This year’s 
senior service day fell on a beauti
ful sunny day which made it that 
much better.

“It was a good time. It was fun 
to get outside and be around peo
ple I’ve never been around before 
and it was super nice outside” said 
senior Jed Diehl.

Senior service day is not an 
option, but a 
requirement 
for graduation.
The seniors are 
given a choice 
of how they 
want to work 
in the com
munity. The list 
they were given 
includes; Com
munity Gar
dens, Missoula 
Parks and Rec
reation (which 
went to Splash 
Montana) the 
Food Bank,
YMCA, the
Forest Service, Habit for Human
ity, or they could help out around 
Hellgate. Putting this day together

Senior McKaylenAlbert rakes wood- 
chips at Splash Montana. (Photo cour
tesy of Kira Means)

took a lot of time and effort from 
Hellgate teachers who helped out 
and supervised for purely volun
teer purposes, so they deserve a 
warm thanks for everything they 
did.

Every year 
senior 
service day 
is a huge 
success 
because it 
gives Hell
gate stu
dents one 
last chance 
to give 
back to the 
community 
before they 
move for
ward with 
their lives, 
as well as 
an op

portunity to meet or get to know 
other students that they have been 
going to school with for years, but

have never really talked to.
Diehl said that he got to spend 

time with seniors he never hung 
out with outside of school.
Overall the day is well spent and 
rewarding for the seniors as well 
as Missoula’s community. Learn
ing to work with other people to 
complete something is a good 
lesson that the seniors will carry 
with them past graduation. Now 
that senior service day is over, the 
seniors are on the home stretch to 
a much awaited graduation. They 
will quickly forget many of their 
classes once they graduate, but 
one thing they will not forget is 
the connections and friendships 
they made.

Senior service day gave them 
another chance to add to these 
memories of people they have 
been surrounded with in high 
school, that have supported them 
through the long days of school 
and hard classes and the people 
that have gotten them to the finish 
line.
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