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sophie Slotnick This year the Hellgate English department will 

A&E Editor be taking on a new endeavor. Every freshman at 
Hellgate will receive a copy of Of Mice and Men by 

John Steinbeck to annotate, take notes on and then eventually keep 
to begin their own library. This program is called the One Book 
Program and will begin at the start of second quarter. 

The new curriculum is full of exciting plans for the freshman. The 
English teachers have been meeting and discussing future plans 
for the program such as group discussions and descriptive writing 
pieces. The teachers are even hoping to show one of the many Of 
Mice and Men renditions on the big screen in the auditorium. Jean 
Croxton said Of Mice and Men was chosen because, "the freshman 
classes have been taught it for years and because students are 
reached even touched by the novel." Croxton also said, "The novel 
has an important social commentary about people that have less or 
are not as privileged." 

are less fortunate 
that is presented in 
Of Mice and Men. 
The service project 
will likely include 
some type of sock 
or stocking filled 
with practical items 
that people need. Of 
course Croxton also 
mentioned putting 
in a few pieces of 
candy for holiday 
spirit. 

The One Book 
Program is a great 
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Hanna Jacob and Lia Erving share a 
laugh over their novel (Photo by Leeda 
Colledge). 

The classes will finish reading Of Mice and Men during the 
holiday season and the English teachers would like to incorporate 
some type of service project into the One Book Program. 

way to bring freshman classes together and benefit the community. 
The freshman will all be reading the same literature and be work
ing on the same projects, Croxton said the idea is that they can kind 

This service project would reflect the idea of helping others that of "have the same experience." · 

Arthur Befumo: Tap Dancer 

Arthur Befumo shows off his 
skills in the Hellgate gymnasium 
(Photo by Leeda Colledge). 

Sophie Slotnick Hellgate High Shoo! is full of 
A&E Editor hidden talents, yet one of the 

most remarkable encountered 
is Arthur Befumo. Tap Dancer. Arthur started 
tap when he was seven years old, taking lessons 
with Ballet Arts Academy. Arthur said he chose 
tap dancing because when he was younger his 
parents made him watch Fred Astaire movies 
and Befumo was in awe of Astaire's extreme 
classiness and assumed that tap dancing had 
something to do with it. 

Arthur enjoyed tap dancing. He said it was 
"rhythmic and even brutal but in a good way." It 
is common knowledge that there is a stereotype 
for tap dancers but Befumo believes this stereo
type is misguided. "Tap dancing is often charac
terized as dorky people shuffling around, but if 
you look up videos of dancers like Savion Glover 
or groups like STOMP, the art form has evolved a 

' lot since the '50s and '60s." 
Befumo not only says there is more to tap than 

shuffling around he has proved it. Arthur created 

an audition tape for a scholarship to the Tap City 
festival in New York and was awarded the schol
arship as well as an additional scholarship for 
the next year however he was not able to attend. 

Befumo also tapped with a group led by Chris 
Rutledge from Los Angeles. Rutledge is extreme
ly talented and is known for painting with his tap 
shoes. 

However, despite the fact that Befumo was 
enormously gifted, eventually he put down the 
tap shoes. He said, "The last piece I did was part 
of a showcase at UM, it was seven of us, and it 
was a really cool acapella dance. But after that, 
I just didn't really have the time or energy to 
invest anymore, as other aspects of my life began 
to take over, mainly fencing. I moved from one 
annoyingly stereotyped thing to another." 

Even though Befumo is not currently tap danc
ing he said he thinks you never really lose it, 
he still has his shoes and most importantly still 
considers himself a tap dancer. 


