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Manning gets better with age 
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Peyton Manning has played 
in the National Football League 
for 14 years, and Manning is 
strangely getting even better 
as he gets older. Manning is 
37 years old and is the oldest 
starting quarterback in the 
NFL, and some may argue he is 
stili the best. Manning played 
for the Indianapolis Colts for 
12 years, and now he is in his 
second season for the Denver 
Broncos. This season Manning 
has thrown for 14 touchdowns 
and 0 interceptions, and has 
the highest quarterback rating 
in the league. 

When Manning was released 
by the Indianapolis Colts, many 
thought that Manning's career 
was basically over. People 
believed that Manning would 
go finish out his career with 
a team that has the talent to 
make it to the Super Bowl. And 
as it turns out many teams 
entered the Peyton Manning 
sweepstakes. Manning was 
almost a high school prospect 
again, getting recruited by 
certain teams. It came down to 
three teams; the Denver Bron-

cos, San Francisco 49ers, and 
the Tennessee Titans. Manning 
chose John Elway's Denver 
Broncos. 

Last season the Denver Bron
cos went 11-5 and earned a 
first round bye in the NFL play
offs. All season Manning had 
proved his doubters wrong, 
by putting up some of his best 
numbers in his careers. Denver 
lost their first playoff game to 
the Baltimore Ravens. Manning 
however won the Comeback 
Player of the Year award. 

Manning is a student of the 
game. He is knowp for watch
ing tons of game film and being 
very prepared for every oppo
nent. In recent years Manning 
has become more of a family 
man, spending more time at 
home with his family, rather 
than locked in the team facili
ties watching last weeks game. 
This has been an adjustment 
for Manning and his teammates 
who are so used to him being a 
complete perfectionist. 

This season Denver is one 
of the preseason picks to win . 
the Super Bowl, and so far 
they are responding to being 
the favorites and have a 4-0 
record. They are entering their 
heart of their schedule and the 
next month will be a battle for 
the team. Manning will look 
to continue his almost perfect 
beginning to the season. The 
Broncos have not won a super 
bowl in over 10 years, and 
many sports fans think this is 
the year they could do it, and . 
win the Super Bowl. 

Senior Hunter Mahlum recieves a 
pass from QB Andy Nemec (Photo by 
Day/en Turk). 

Knights lose 
homecoming 
thriller 

Brady Henthorn The Hellgate 
Assistant Sports Editor Knights faced 

off against the 
Billings Senior Broncs last Friday 
in front of a rowdy Hellgate crowd 
under the lights at Washington Griz
zly Stadium. With it being the end of 
Homecoming week for the Knights, 
the football team looked to finish the 
perfect week with their first win of 
the season. Unfortunately, with one 
second left on the clock - and a lot of 
bad luck- the Broncs (3-2) had other 
plans for the Knights, who now fall 

15 
back to 0-5. 

The Broncs jumped out to an early 
10-0 lead, but the knights never gave 
up, bouncing back and scoring two 
touchdowns before half time to give 
Hellgate the 14-10 lead heading into 
the locker room. The second half was 
back and forth all the way until the 
final drive. Hunter Mahlum booted a 
monster punt down field which put 
the Broncs on their own 25 yard line 
with 29 seconds left on the clock. Joe 
Zimmer, Billings Seniors quarterback, 
threw six straight passes, including a 
48 yard bomb to his wide out, Conner 
Gaughan, who pulled it down on the 6 
yard line with one second left on the 
clock. Hellgate called a timeout to get 
their alignments worked out. Zim
mer got the snap, dropped back and 
looked to pass to the left side of the 
end.zone. The ball was batted down 
by sophomore Bridger Skillicorn in a 
great defensive play that should have 
ended the game, but the ball somehow 
landed back in Zimmer's hands. Zim
mer took it around the right side for 
the touchdown. The Broncs took a 16-
14lead with no time remaining. The 
heartbroken Knights did everything 
in their will to get a win, dominating 
most of the game, but fell one play 
short of the victory. 

Seniors Zach Bauer, Kole Swartz, 
Hunter Mahlum, and Andy Nemec all 
had an outstanding game, doing what 
they could to lead the team to a win on 
homecoming night. 

"I felt like we played really good as a 
team," stated Senior Zach Bauer. "Our 
offense scored some points and our 
defense put on a show." 

The stats prove that the Knights 
were the better team of the night, but 
the Broncs still luckily managed to get 
theW. 

The Hellgate Knights take on the Big 
Sky Eagles for a crosstown battle 
this Friday Oct 11 at 7:30PM at Big 
Sky. 
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