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Since the program 
is just being launched 
this year there are many 
students whose families 

have chosen not to be a part of it. One of 
Paxson's kindergartner teachers, Claudia 
LaRance, recognized that these students 
not in the immersion program could still 
benefit from being introduced to Spanish 
at such an early age. LaRance contacted 
one of her former students, Audrey Stan
ton, who is a junior at Hellgate, about tak
ing on the role 
as a Spanish 
teacher once 
a week in her 
kindergarten 
classroom. 
Stanton will 
be going to 
Paxson every 
Friday during 
fifth period 

a second language at a young age with 
the hope that it becomes effortless when 
they are older because they have grown up 
around it. 

"If it weren't for Ms. LaRance's desire 
to further the kids learning the children 
probably wouldn't be exposed to Span-
ish until much later in life; if at all;' stated 
Stanton. Many high school students don't 
learn a second language until their teenage 
years. While students can still develop and 
learn a foreign language in high school it 

---..-·is much 
more 
diffi
cult. It 
requires 
re
petitive 
study of 
conju
gating 
verbs 
and 
memo-
rizing 
vocabu-

to teach basic 
level Spanish 
in LaRance's 
class room. 
She has asked 
students who Hellgate junior Audrey Stanton is helping Paxson students learn ~::her 
are in Michal Spanish. (Photo courtesy of Audery Stanton.) th b an a -
Malouf's fifth period IB Spanish class to go 
with her and aid her in teaching the kids 
who are not in the immersion program. 
Stanton had over twenty student volun
teers. 

"Ms. LaRance will enforce the basic 
vocabulary throughout the week to so
lidify what they learn with me on Fridays 
but this will be their only Spanish class of 
the week;' explained Stanton. She is very 
excited to begin this program with the 
kindergartners and is planning to continue 
to be involved through next year, shaping it 
into her senior project. 

Stanton is eager to help students develop 

sorbing the language the way these kinder
gartners will, the language becomes second 
nature. 

Stanton has worked hard to become 
proficient in Spanish. She is now in her 
fourth year and spent a month of the past 
summer in Peru. Stanton's project will be 
making an influential effect on the com
munity by providing these kids with tools 
that will give them many opportunities to 
make an impact on communities both lo
cally and globally. 
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