
Editorials 
SAY WHAT?! 

Q: Do you think playing the song 'Same 
Love' by Macklemore is inappropriate for 
a classroom of 13-year-olds? Why or why 
not? 
Follow up Q: Can teachers say that gay 
marriage is wrong to their students in some 
way, shape, or form? Why or why not? 

Keaton Hayataka- Freshman 
No, because it's encouraging gay 

marriage:' 
-"I think they should keep their 

opinion to themself' 
Libby Jones-Sophomore 
"It depends on the topic they are teaching. If it was 
class background music then it's not a big deal:' 
-"I think that they shouldn't say eith~r because there 
are lots of different opinions and it could start a class 
debate:' 

Elliot Tabler-Junior 
"Definitely not. I feel like it's not vulgar or explicit. I 
feel like some might feel like it is because they're not 

open to change. Being gay isn't inappropriate:' 

Mr. Hoover 

Kyle Thompson-Senior 
"No because they have heard worse before:' 
- "No because that's brainwashing. Each 
student should have a chance 
to make their own ideas:' 

"I think it depends on the subject you're teaching. In my 
drafting class it wouldn't be as relevant to my curricu
lum so it would be harder to justify. In Art, Psychology, 
History or classes like that it could be relative to the 
curriculum. I don't think there's anything wrong with 
the song and it was a land-mark in hip hop because they 
grapple with homophobia and other problems like womanizing. Like when Frank 
Ocean came out it was another turning point and so powerful for so many just 
like Macklem ore's song. I don't recall the song being full of foul language and it's 
refreshing to hear rap talk about an issue head on:' · 
--"Personally, I don't think so. I want to say that all opinions are valid, but to me 
that opinion is wrong. I would hope they wouldn't think that but if they did, they 
shouldn't say that to their students because you're in a special position as a teacher 
and you should stay neutral in front of your class so they can form their own opin
ions. I still don't think you can argue that gay rights are wrong though:' 

SeJtseless 
eeJtSOPShip 

A teacher in North Carolina was rec
cently suspended for showing the class 
Macklemore's 'Same Love' music video 
that features avocation for equal mar
riage and gay rights. An investigation was 
done on the relevance to the curriculum 
and education of the students, but also to Lizzie Hurd 
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see if it was age appropriate for the class Assistant Editorials Editor 

of thirteen year olds, given two men kiss 
to consummate their marriage at the end of the music video. Unfor

. tunately, the investigation did lead to the teacher's suspension for 
only a few days, but the investigational report was withheld by the 
school. 

I think they didn't want to reveal their unsound decision because 
this rap song is actually educational because it approaches many 
different perspectives and addre'sses real problems. Every lyric · 
in the song refers to an "actual event or viewpoint in history, and I 
think it's important for children to see varying opinions, versus a 
one-sided opinion. The people who think this video is inappropri
ate, clearly want to shelter their children from the real world for 
one faulty reason or anothe~ possibly making them awkward or . 
prejudice towards those different from them harboring ignorance, 
as Macklemore raps, "And you can be cured with s9me treatment 
and religion. Man-made, rewiring of a pre'"disposition, playing God. 
Ahh, nah, here we go. America the brave still fears what we don't 
know." Macklemore is referring to conversion therapy in which 
people who felt unaccepted by their religion would try to succumb 
to their faith's teachings that homosexuality was wrong, and at
tempt to change and suppress their sexual identities in church-run 
therapy sessions. This is only one example of how this song is his
torically educational. As for it being opinionated, it's an important 
declaration of a civil rights issue, and never says anyone else has to 
agree with it, but simply that Macklemore does himself. This isn't 
the first time this has happened in a school, Macklemore comment
ed on at event saying, ""This incident is just one of tens of thou
sands that have happened across the country where schools have 
exposed a latent homophobia, preventing safe space for all young 
people to feel confident in being themselves." 
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