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reportedly on the rise in Missoula 
County. According to a recent 
Missoulian article, felony charges 
in meth-related incidents in
creased by about 30 percent from 
2011 to 2012, and the number of 
charges is expected to rise again 
in 2013. Although the increase 
in the use of this dangerous drug 
is evident in Missoula County, its 
presence in the halls of Hellgate 
seems to be less so.

Jim Johnson, Hellgate High 
School Resource Officer, says that 
he is concerned about a possible 
increase in meth use at Hellgate.

“I’ve been hearing and seeing 
evidence of more use in the Mis
soula area,” Johnson said when 
asked about the subject.

So far, he said, he has mainly 
seen and heard about kids act
ing high at school, but it has only 
been “behavior problems, noth
ing criminal.” He said the Hell
gate teachers are a great resource 
for finding kids who might be 
violating school drug policies, 
and that teachers often report 
suspicious behavior to him.

Other school officials offer a 
different view of the situation 
at Hellgate. Dean Ted Fuller 
reported that he has not seen 
much, if any, evidence of meth 
use at Hellgate this year. “With 
a drug like meth, it’s not some
thing people use recreationally... 
The impairment is intense. It
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isn’t a situation where you can go 
through life undetected.”
Fuller reports that the last case 
of meth addiction that he knows 
of occurred last year, when a 
student left Hellgate to go to

addiction rehab. In general, he 
believes that meth is less com
mon than many other drugs at 
Hellgate. “I don’t hear about a 
lot of meth use among students 
here.”

The Montana Meth Project, 
a controversial organization 
known for their graphic ads, was

founded in 2005 to attempt to 
reduce meth abuse in Montana. 
According to a study posted on 
their website (http://montana. 
methproject.org) their cam
paign has reduced teen meth

use in Montana by 63 percent 
since 2005. The campaign has 
also received substantial govern
ment funding. Some studies 
have questioned the effectiveness 
of the ads, however. One study 
by researchers at the University 
of Western Australia found that 
prolonged exposure to MMP’s 
graphic ads actually increased the 
percentage of teens that felt that 
meth was not “risky”. Research
ers theorized that this increase 
could be attributed to “psycho
logical resistance”, or rebellion 
against the extremely negative 
depiction of meth in the ads.

Fuller is adamant that the ads 
have had a positive effect. “I’ve 
talked to kids (about meth use) 
who were like, ‘Hell no’. ‘No 
way’.” He believes that part of 
this attitude is attributable to the 
Meth Projects ads. “Montana 
Meth Project has done a pretty 
good job,” concluded Fuller.

For more information, visit: 
http://montana.methproject. 
org/index.php
http://www.reuters.com/arti- 
cle/2008/12/19/us-anti-meth- 
idUSTRE4BI5S620081219
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