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You have probably seen 

Sophie Slotnick Brianca in the halls of 
A&E Editor 

Hellgate. She has color-
ful hair that changes shades almost every 
week. Her dynamic hair reflects her ar
tistic creativity and abilities. Brianca has 
been drawing since she can remember; 
her favorite things to draw when she was 
younger were fairies. Now, Brianca said 
that one of her favorite medias to work 
in is printmaking. Thornton said, "I am 
mostly into relief printing, which requires 
carving out the negative space usually on a 
thin block of linoleum and then using it to 
print onto paper or other materials. Maybe 
I like it so much because of all the work 
you can put in, and then all the different 
results and copies you can create with 
just one block" Bianca also likes painting 
and using charcoal. She said she tends to 
gravitate towards work that has a realis
tic subject but outrageous colors, " Like a 
person who is purple or a landscape that 
has multiple unusual colors: things that 
look real but aren't colored real. It adds so 
much more energy and feeling." 

Artwork below created by Brianca 
Thornton 

The incredible art teachers here at Hell
gate have inspired Bianca. Thornton said, 
"I have had Mr. Pauls for four different art 
classes so he has had the largest impact on 
me, mostly in Mixed Media. I realized how 
putting many different medias together 
can create such a stronger message, or a 
much more interesting thing to look at: Mr. 
Brown sparked my interest in painting, 
which I really got into. I have. also taken a 

Brianca Thornton sketches some 
designs with colored charcoal. 
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few classes with Mr. Christopher who adds 
a lot of research into creating artwork and 
has gotten me into the habit of researching 
different ways of using medias." Thornton 
also said Briar Parks, a Senior at Hellgate, 
has also inspired her. She said, "he has 
helped me with cartoon drawing which is 
one of my weakest skills. I also picked up 
his style a little bit in my own artwork." 

Thornton has also used her artistic skills 
to benefit the community. She is teach-
ing art classes for 5th to 8th grades in 
Potomac for her senior project. Thornton 
would love to go to college for art and said 
even if she doesn't she will"either try to 
make a living off of creating art C?r teach
ing art. Either would be amazing." Brianca 
is an extremely talented artist with a very 
bright future ahead of her. 


