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Missoula soccer gains new turf 
Chaucer Larson On Sept 14, the city of 

Sports Editor Missoula gained something it 
had been wanting for a long 

time. The Missoula Indoor Soccer Arena, with 
cooperation with the Clark Fork City Church, 
has opened and is ready for business. For many 
Missoulians, especially those who are involved 
within the soccer community with programs 
such as Strikers and FC Missoula, it feels like a 
long time coming. The trick, according to the 
new facilities' general manager 
Fraser Horton, a Hellgate alumni 
and 2004 All-American in soccer, 
is that somebody is willing to 
make the risk it takes to start up 
an organization like Missoula 
Indoor. "There is definitely a lot 
that goes into starting up a place 
like this: The investment risk 
and all of the work it takes to put 
it all together." 

Another struggle people could 
have is finding an appropriate 
structure that fits the needs of an 
indoor arena. 

"There aren't a lot of ware
houses available in town, and 
Missoula doesn't have a lot in 
terms of industrial warehouses, 
whereas cities like Spokane have 
a bunch." There is also a certain 
type of structure required, add- · 
ing to the complexity of search
ing for an adequate building. 

"It's the free span warehouses you need to find, 
with no pillars in the middle, which have enough 
space to play but are also more expensive to 
build." 

Horton, like many others now, has a certain 
person to thank for the opening of the Indoor 
Arena: Matt Fowler. Fowler, the owner of Mis
soula Indoor Soccer Arena, played collegiate 
soccer at Seattle University and has now ce
mented himself as part of the soccer community 
in Missoula. His journey, as he explained, began 
about 19 years ago. "I first moved here right 
out of college ... I had played indoor in the Seattle 

area since I was ten, and the idea was in my head 
for this facility nineteen years ago, but not until 
last November did the specific idea for this place 
originate." Not until an available warehouse 
popped up on Craigslist did the possibility for 
the arena become tangible. "I had made a busi
ness plan two different times, and then I saw on 
craigslist that the space had opened up and they 
needed someone to fill it within two months, and 
even though we weren't able to do that, they still 

Junior Dylan Rossbach takes part in a league game 
at the Missoula Indoor Soccer Arena (Photo by /an 
Frank) 

wanted us." 
At that point it seemed to Fowler that all of 

the necessary pieces started to fit into place, and 
also felt lucky that the plan had worked for him, 
when other groups wanting to do the same thing 
hadn't been so lucky. "There have been· quite a 
few different people who have thought about it, 
and there were a lot of different organizations 
who have needed to get buy-off from a lot of 
different parties. This happened because it was 
just me and my wife saying 'let's go make it hap-

pen'." Last November he made sure Horton was 
available to help out, and along with the support 
of his dad and wife, the process began rolling. 
Fowler was also quick to compliment Horton on 
his contributions. "If he didn't want to (help out), 
especially because I still have my daytime job, it 
probably wouldn't have been able to happen." 

Definitely the biggest advantage of having a 
year round structure for soccer players is hav
ing a place to play more often and improve their 

skills no matter what time of 
year it is. This portion is what 
Fowler agrees to be the most 
exciting aspect of his business. 
"My dad was often my coach 
growing up, and his philosophy 
was the more touches you have 
on the ball per year, the better 
player you're going to be. You 
still need good coaching, but on 
the other hand there have been 
amazing players who haven't 
had great coaches, but they 
played every day. I think it can 
really make a difference just 
from that aspect alone." 

The field in the arena is a pro
fessional style sports turf arena, 
which is a far better option com
pared to typical gym floors many 
players ten.d to use in the winter 
months. 

Currently, both men's and 
co-ed fall leagues are underway, 

with more sessions to begin in the winter league 
on Nov 17. The winter leagues will consist of 
youth leagues, adult leagues, as well as a holiday 
tournament set to take place during the Christ
mas break. Registration for all leagues takes 
place online at Missoulaindoor.com. The facil
ity is located on 2811 Latimer Street off reserve 
behind Target and across the street from Pacific 
Recycling. Missoula Indoor can be reached by 
email at soccer@missoulaindoor.com or by 
phone at406-531-333L 


