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What does a government shutdown really mean? 
Dylan MacArthur-Waltz 

Assistant News Editor 
The 

govern-
ment 

needs money to run. Under the 
Constitution, the only legal way 
for the government to get money 
is for Congress to pass a spend
ing bill and for the president to 
approve it. During the shutdown, 
Democrats and Republicans in 
Congress weren't able to agree 

and the Democrats in the Sen-
ate wouldn't pass a bill without 
funding for the ACA. As a result 
of the shutdown, around one 
million federal employees were 
furloughed (temporarily laid off), 
and some government services 
temporarily ended, including 
access to national parks, tax re
turns and audits, and pay for the 
National Guard. The shutdown 
ended after 16 days when both 
the House and Senate passed a 
continuing resolution to fund the 
government, including funding 
for the Affordable Care Act. The 
government will continue to oper-

ate until Jan. 15, when Congress 
will have to pass another spending 
plan. 

House has passed several mea
sures to re-fund specific programs, 
including national parks services, 
the Food and Drug administra
tion, and the National Guard. 

on the budget for the next year. 
Specifically, the Affordable Care 

, Act (Obamacare) was a big stick
ing point. The Republicans in 
the House didn't want to pass a 
budget with funding for the ACA, 

Both the President and the 
members of Congress continue 
to receive pay during the shut
down. 

There have been fifteen shutdowns 
in U.S history, the first one in 1977, 
the previous one being in 1994. 

Timeline to shutdown: 
Sept. 20-30: Attempts to avoid a 
government shutdown fail as the 
Senate refuses to pass a budget 
without funding for the ACA. 
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) leads a 
filibuster to weaken the ACA in 
which he held the floor for 21 
hours. 
Oct. 1: Federal shutdown begins 
at the beginning of the new fiscal 
year. 
Oct. 2-14: The Republican led 

Republican Ted Cruise (the major spokes
person for the tea partiers who tried to 
rally other republicans to refuse any bud
get deal that includes funding for the Af
fordable Care Act) is actually from Canada. 

The longest shutdown lasted 21 days, during 
the Clinton administration in 1994. 

The Democratic Senate rejects all 
partial budget measures, saying 
that the House must pass an entire 
budget with funding for the ACA. 
Oct. 16: Both the House and Sen
ate pass a bill ending the shut
down. Obama signs it into law. 
·Government offices reopen the 
next day. 
Jan. 15, 2014: Congress must 
pass another budget measure to 
prevent another shutdown. 

Reasons for shutdowns have 
ranged from abortion to support 
for Nicaraguan militants. 

The government shutdown is 
projected to cost the government 
over one billion dollars. 

Who knew money could arow on -erees1 
Olivia Adams Back in the Out

News Editor b k fA t li ac o us ra a, 
scientists have found deposits 
of gold in eucalyptus trees. 
Yes, that's right, gold. It 
has already been previously 
known that trees and other 
plants are able to absorb 

many minerals, including 
gold, through -their leaves. 
However, there has been 
no way to prove that such 
minerals came from deeper 
underground and not from 
some soil deposits on the 
surface. When desperate 

for water, trees such as the 
eucalyptus and acacia trees 
have their roots dig deeper 
and deeper underground in 
search of water. In the case 
of these trees in the Out
back, their roots have liter
ally struck gold. These new 

findings now prove that the 
biological absorption of 
gold is truly possible. Who 
knows, methods such as 
this may lead to new and 
improved methods of pros
pecting. 
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