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Aidan Moser What do you think 

Guest Writer of when you see the color 
pink? Girls? The singer? Maybe even Breast 
Cancer? Well, Breast Cancer Awareness is 
what our country has decided to devote · 
the month of October to, as well as make 
everything pink in the sight of it all, includ
ing team jerseys, key chains, magnets, you 
name it. It's a great idea, considering over 
220,000 women in the U.S. are diagnosed 
with breast cancer a year; it's necessary 
to put emphasis on the risks and factors 
for this disease if we don't normally think 
about it for the other 11 months. But, 
why do we have Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month in the first place, and why is it so big 
in our culture? An even bigger question, 
do all breast cancer patients or survivors 
fully believe in Breast Cancer Awareness 
month? 

Yes, breast cancer is the second most 
common cancer in the United States and 
it is important to emphasize. Yet, we don't 
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have a month dedicated to skin cancer, 
which is the most common cancer in the 
United States, affecting 3.5 million people a 
year. What color do you think supports skin 
cancer? No one could answer that ques
tion, could they? We have made October 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month because 
it is necessary and healthy for women to 
have monthly checks to make sure they do 
not have this disease as it is too common 
and fatal not to, but under these circum
stances shouldn't every month be Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month? Every woman 
after puberty should be giving themselves 
a breast exam every month for the rest of 
their life to look out for lumps and signs of 
breast cancer, so it really shouldn't be a one 
month thing. 

Some breast cancer survivors think 
devoting the month of October to breast 
cancer awareness is ridiculous. Not only is 
it just a manufacturing tactic to sell more 
items if they say they're going to donate 
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to breast cancer foundations, but some
times they don't even give as much as they 
say they will. Some survivors have even 
noticed that helping out with the cause 
should not only be a one month ordeal 
but also on the local level instead of the 
national one. Helping out fundraising for 
a foundation close to home or even for 
someone you know with the disease is way 
more helpful than buying a pink NFL shirt 
that only a couple cents will go to wherever 
they say it will (National Breast Cancer 
Fund or Breast Cancer Research Fund for 
a few ideas). That doesn't mean that buy
ing an NFL t-shirt or a Yoplait yogurt with 
a pink ribbon on it doesn't help, because it 
does. But if you really wanted to help out, 
do something closer to home with more 
effect, because it really will help in the long 
run. 
For more on Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month see FOCUS 
page 9 
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