
New Teachers Bring New Perspectives and Energy to Classrooms
Olivia Adams After multiple teachers retired last year, Hell-News Editor gate was left with vacancies in choir, social studies/social criminology, Spanish, and math. Four new teachers were hired to take over the jobs, and are all eager to begin their new careers atHellgate, bringing wisdom and youthful energy with them.Taking on Bill Gaul’s old position as a United States History and Social Criminology teacher, Lindsay Thompson came to Hellgate to begin her fifth year of teaching. After getting degrees from both Carroll College and Washington State University, she got her teaching degree from the University of Montana in 2010. She taught at Kellogg High School in Kellogg, Idaho for three years. She then moved back to Helena, where she grew up, to teach for a year before coming here to Missoula. "I'm super excited to get to teach U.S. History and Soc-Crim here at Hellgate and [for] getting to know all of my fabulous students more in the process,” said Thompson. She says of her students, "I appreciate the fact they’ve been so welcoming and open to me as a new teacher,accepting me and all my quirks.”New Geometry teacher Brittany Lowney is marking her ninth year of teaching. Originally from Missoula, Lowney got her degree in teaching from Washington University in 2004. She taught at Wilsonville High School just outside of Portland, Oregon in 2005 for seven years before coming back to Missoula to teach at Big Sky High School full-time for a year. Her favorite thing about Hellgate so far is "The tight-knit community and the diversity of the staff and student body" and she says she’s looking forward to "getting to know my new students and co-workers.”

Replacing Lee Kirkegaard, Ellen McKenzie is beginning her thirteenth year of teaching choir. Originally from Helena, McKenzie went to the University of Montana to earn her Bachelors and Masters Degrees in Music Education, and finished up school in 2012. In previous years, she has taught in Kalispell, Frenchtown, and in Manteca, California before arriving at Hellgate. "I have always admired Hellgate’s open-minded, accepting, proud and positive atmosphere. Now that I’m here, I see how beneficial those attributes are to a school, ft is such an awesome place to come to work every day. My students and colleagues are all fantastic!" said McKenzie. "Hellgate has 1 an outstanding music program and a long-standing tradition of excellence in choir. I feel honored to be in chargeof such an amazing program, and to get to rock out with such talented, smart, caring, and fun students every day. I’m already so impressed with the talent here. It’s going to be so fun!"
Finally, Brianna Bustillos now teaches Spanish part-time at Hellgate in the mornings before travelling to Sentinel High School to teach there in the afternoon. Originally from San Diego, California, she attended the University of Montana to study both Spanish and Education and graduated in 2012. She’s taught at Sentinel for three years, and will now begin her first year teachingat Hellgate. She loves Hellgate for "The diversity among students and teachers" and is most excited for "Having the opportunity to share my passion for Spanish with all these new faces."
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