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Forget Bowl Season, Welcome 
to the New College Football 
Playoff System 

Zach Strauch 

Sports Editor 

From the "Geaux 
Tigers" chant at LSU, 
to fans singing "Rocky 
Top" at Tennessee, 
to the "Hog Call" of 
spectators at Arkansas, 
college football is a 
game that is known for 
its traditions. While tra
ditions like these have 
stood the test of time, 
many traditions haven't 
fared quite as well. 
Take the Bowl Champi
onship Series (BCS) for 
example, a system that 
received much criticism 
from fans and people 
involved with college 
football. This criticism 
has led to one of the 
most monumental 
changes college foot
ball has ever seen. 

The BCS was 
founded in 1998 as 
a way to reward the 
top two teams in col
lege football. The top 
two teams would be 
chosen at the end of 
the regular season by 
a committee whose 
criteria included win
loss record, strength of 
schedule, and quality 

of conference among 
many other factors. 
The controversy of this 
system is that certain 
teams who had lost a 
game or were not in 
the strongest confer
ence were not given 
a chance to showcase 
how goo.d they truly 
were in front of a na
tional audience. The 
system was abolished 
in 2013 after 15 years 
in operation. 

Enter the College 
Football Playoff, a 
brand new system that 
puts four teams into 
a bracket where two 
sem1final games will be 
played to determine 
which teams move 
on to the champion
ship game. The Col
lege Football Playoff 
consists of a 13-mem
ber committee that 
collaborates with the 
Associated Press {AP) 
Poll to determine the 
four teams that will 
compete for the cham
pionship. Some notable 
members of the com
mittee include Concto
leezza Rice, who served 
as the Secretary of 
State under the George 

W. Bush administration, 
and Jeff Long, who cur
rently serves as the vice 
chancellor and Director 
of Athletics at the Uni
versity of Arkansas. The 
experi·ence and diver
sity of the committee, 
along with the different 
perspectives provided 
by the AP Poll, should 
provide a balanced sys
tem to select the teams 
that will compete for 
the championship. 

The College Football 
Playoff serves as the 
first system of its kind 
to be implemented in 
college football, which 
is the only collegiate 
sport that does not 
have a bracket system 
to determine a cham
pion. This means that 
two additional teams 
will have a chance to 
showcase their talents 
on a national stage 
to possibly earn a 
bid to the champion
ship game in Dallas. 
This system is already 
being received r:nore 
positively than the BCS 
system was, and it will 
be interesting to see it 
in action this winter. 

ATHLETE OF THE ISSUE: 
Maddie Trent 
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Our athlete of the issue is 
Senior Golfer Maddie Trent, 
who led the girls golf team to 
their 2nd consecutive victory 
at the Missoula Invitational 
on Aug. 25-26. Trent shot a 76 
on the first day at Larchmont 
and a 78 on the second day at 
Canyon River, to finish only 3 
strokes behind first-place fin
isher Coarl Schulz of Kalispell 
Glacier. She said it was really 
fun and good competition 
to play against the other top · 

girls in the state. "It was cool 
that I played so well, but bet
ter playing together as a team 
and winning that again." 

Trent has been playing 
golf for almost her whole life, 
but started playing competi
tively when she was 12. The 
Knight Ladies' have lots of 
pressure on them after last 

season, where they finished in 
3rd place. When asked about 
how she thinks the year will 
go, she said, "We'll do pretty 
well. We are hoping to play 
well again after getting 3rd 
last year." She has very high 
expectations for herself and 
for the team, but she says that 
playing golf is "mostly about 
just having fun." 

After finishing 3rd on the 
podium at state last year with 
a young team, the Knights re
turn the vast majority of that 
team and hope to take home 
a trophy that has eluded 
Hellgate girls golfers since 
the '70s. State is Oct. 2-3 in 
Boieman, and the Knights 
have great senior leadership -
in Trent, who continues to 
impress throughout her high 
school career. 

Trent poses for a photo with her 
teammates. (Photo courtesy of 
Maddie Trent) 


