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The Rise of ISIS: A New War on the Horizon 
Dylan Rossbach Over the past few months, a dominant terrorist 

Business Manager group has risen to power and taken a significant 
amount of land in Syria and Iraq. This group is 

known as either IS, ISIS or ISIL, standing for Islamic State in Syria, or 
Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant. The goal of this group is to estab
lish a single Islamic State, known as a Caliphate, ruled by Islamic Law, 
also known as Sharia law .. It has used and will continue to use brutal 
and barbaric tactics to take over the land needed to achieve this goal. 

In fact, the group was once a part of the Iraqi branch of Al-Qaeda, 
however, in 2011 Al-Qaeda disowned the group due to its notoriously 
brutal tactics. According to ~he BBC, ISIS claims to have over 10,000 
devout fighters and their recruitment numbers are on the rise, espe
cially in European countries, due to an effective social media campaign 
to spread the word of their cause. They are believed to have over $2 
billion in funding, with over $1 million in revenue corning in every day 
from captured oil, foreign funding, and even bank robberies. 
Al~Qaeda in Iraq was originally established by Abu Musab_al-Zarqawi 

in 2004, and after his death in 2006, a man named Abu Bakr al-Baghda
di took over the branch and ISIS began to form. In 2011-2013 ISIS was 
able to take advantage of the civil war in Syria and use the weakened 
security of the Syrian government to begin taking over land across the 
region. Since then they have taken over a large area of Syria and Iraq 

and plan·to continue across the Iraq border into Jordan, Lebanon, and 
other neighboring countries. 

Last August, president Obama ~egan airstrikes on various ISIS held 
targets in Iraq to attempt to stall their progress. In response to the 
strikes, ISIS has executed two American journalists that were taken 
hostage, and last week they executed a third British aide. Two weeks 
ago, American journalist James Foley was the first person executed; 
ISIS recorded a video of the beheading and released it onto various 
social media platforms, much to the disgust and outrage of the western 
world. On Tuesday, Sept 3, ISIS released a second video depicting the 
beheading of American journalist Steven Sotloff. It is believed that the 
executioner that appears in the second video is the same as the execu
tioner in the first video. Both videos have been analysed and confirmed 
to be authentic by members of the White House staff. 

In response to the recent beheadings and the threats of more execu
tions, President Obama said "Whatever these murderers think they'll 
achieve by killing innocent Americans like. Steven, they have already 
failed. They failed because, like people around the world, Americans 
are repulsed by their barbarism. We will not be intimidated." On Sept 
10, President Obama gave a speech saying that the U.S. will increase its 
military presence in Syria and Iraq in an effort to "degrade and ulti
mately destroy ISIL." 
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